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Ramsay's NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
COAL. Analysis by Dr. Fyrz, M.D.:— 
9746 cubic feet of gas per ton of coal. 
26-candle gas. 
134 ewt. coke per ton of coal. 
N.B.—Ramsay’s Cannel most resembles the Mar- 
quis of Lothian’s Cannel, but superior as to coke. 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
DO. GARESFIELD COKE, 


RAMSAY'S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 

GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. 

FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 

FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 

The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
liery, is of excellent quality, and no expense spared in 
pe pete oueee article. 

The FIRE-BRICKS (marked ‘‘ RAMSAY”) are to be 
seen in all parts of the world, and the works are the 
most extensive in the Kingdom. 

Manufactories: DERWENTHAUGH, SWALWELL, and 
Hespugn Quay. Offices: Broap CHarge, NEw- 
CASTLB-UPON-TYNE. Address, G. H. Ramsay. 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO., 
Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the 
Government, and of the 
IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS. 


These Meters are warranted to measure correctly 
and not to vary, and have come into general use more 
rapidly than any Meters hitherto manufactured. 


1862, 


por Vine \ 


CLASSES X. 





aND XXXI. 





Crass X.—* For ingenuity, wleteness, and effi- 
ciency of apparatus used in measuring gas, and 
Sor excellence of material and workmanship.” 

Crass XXXI.—“ For superiority of construction and 
workmanship.” 

Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on applica- 
tion to Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road, Pimlico, 
Lonpon, 8.W.; 15, Market Street, MANCHESTER ; 
or 127, Boulevard de Magenta, Paris. 


IMPROVED GASLIGHT. 


Ample experience has proved that, by carburetting 
common gas, its illuminating power may be doubled or 
even tripled, and its pt greatly | d. Wax 
candles and oi] lamps in es oe are being rapidly 
superseded, and gas is now used in many private houses 
and mansions where formerly it was not tolerated. 

Information as to the apparatus. fluids, &c., may be 











and Co., Hackngy Wick, N.E. 











ee 
COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 


Jj OszrH COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a PRIZE MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for “Gas 
REToRTS and OTHER OBJECTs in FirgeCLay,”’ and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITION of 1862, the Prize Mepat for “Gas 
Retorts, Fire-Bricks, &c., for EXCELLENCE of 
Quatity.” 

J.C.and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS. 
Coal Office, s 
Quay S81pk, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 





OHN RUSSELL AND CQO, 


THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 
ALMA WORKS, 

WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 
and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the poet Patents; Inventors and 
het Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 

Boilers. 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinde of Cocks, Stocka, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


JOHN BENT & SON, 
WET AND DRY GAS-METER 


AND 


STREET-LAMP 
MANUFACTURERS, 





BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM. 


had of Gzo. GLover and Co., or CARLESS, BLAGDEN, | 


Established 1830. 


All materia!s found forthe alteration of Public Lamps for 
lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners, 


| BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLB-ON-TYNE. 


Wiliam COCHRAN CARR begs 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS;; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute thelargest orders with punctuality 
and despatch, ‘Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice 
and on the most reasonable terms. 
London + — JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
63, OLD Broapb Street, City, LonDON. 





HE “LOTHIAN” CANNEL COALS. 


These Cannels are extensively used in the Gas- 
Works of Edinburgh, where the illuminating power of 
the gas is the highest in Britain. 

The yield per ton is 12,578 cubic feet ; illuminating 
power 33°8 standard candles; coke per ton 1046 lbs. 
Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Forth. 


AYESHIRE CANNEL COALS. 


These Cannels are used in Glasgow, Greenock, 
Paisley, and other Gas-Works on the West Coast of 
Scotland. 

The yield per ton is 10,650 cubic feet ; illuminating 
power 24 standard candles; coke per ton 1216 lbs. 

Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Clyde. 

For prices and other information, apply to Mr. Joun 
Romans, C.E., 53, Frederick Street, EDINBURGH. 








Prize Medal 
Holders. 


WILLIAM BLEWS AND SONS, 


9, 10, 11, and 12, NEW BARTHOLOMEW STREET, 








BIRMINGHAM; 
AND 38, WEST SMITHFIELD, LONDON; 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 


METAL AND GLASS CHANDELIERS, &c., || 


IN THE PUREST STYLE OF ART. Also of 


IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS, 
FOR GAS STEAM, AND WATER; 
Steam and other Cocks in Gun-Metal and Brass; 
Stocas, Taps, and Dies; Gas-Hooks and Burners ; 
Brass, Copper, and Composition Tubes; and every 

article required in the erection of Gas- Works. 





ALL WARRANTED. 





THE 


MANUFACTURERS OF 





MEDAL AWARDED, EXHIBITION, 1862, “FOR GOOD WORK.” 
IMPERIAL TUBE COMPANY, BIRMINGHAM, 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, BRASS & COPPER TUBES, 
GALVANIZED & GLASS ENAMELLED TUBES & FITTINGS, 


LAP-WELDED IRON & BRASS BOILER-TUBES, 


& Sole Makers of **‘HUGHES’S PATENT TAPS,” Strongly recommended for all High-pressure 
purposes.—-Price List and Testimonials forwarded on application. 


ETC., ETC. 























Branch Manufactories at 


MANUFACTURERS: 


WITH 


THE UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER. 


(SANDERS & DONOVAN’S PATENT.) 


** Unquestionably the best Water Gas-Meter now in use.?? |) 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; 
DUBLIN and OLDHAM. 
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ELXPERIMEN TAL Gasholders for 
SALE, Second Hand. One of 10 feet capacity, 
of stout tinned iron plate, portable, with columns, 
cycloid, counterbalance weights, 2 1-in. taps, all com- 
plete with scale. Price £10. Another of 5 feet capacity, 
of similar construction, but notso strong. Price £5. 

— Mr. Ricuarps, 7, Regina Road, Holloway, 

NDON. 








BALANCE-SHEETS AND REVENUE ACCOUNTS. 
FIRM of Accountants, much 


gaged in the preparation of Gas Companies 
Accounts, are open to contract for the keeping, 
balancing, or auditing the books of other Companies, 
which, from their experience, they are enabled to do 
ou moderate terms. 
Address, SANpELL & Mappers, Accountants, 4, 
Skinner’s Place, Size Lane, Lonpon, E.C. 








RUTTER ON GAS LIGHTING. 
Just Published, Feap. 8vo., pp. 71, sewed, price 6d., 


ADVANTAGES of GAS in PRIVATE 
HOUSES, 
A Hanpy Book ror Gas ConsumzERs: 
TELLING THEM WHAT TO DO, 
AND WHAT NOT TO DO, 
By J. O. N: RUTTER, F.R.A.S. 
A new and revised edition, and the 195th thousand. 


Lonpon: 
VIRTUE BROTHERS AND Co., 26, Ivy LANE, PaTER- 
NOSTER Row, and all Booksellers. b 


For distribution by gas companies, the price is 
£12 12s, per 1000 copies, and £1 10s. per 100. 





Crown 16mo, pp. 20, 


AS IN DWELLING-HOUSES: 
Its UsEs, CONVENIENCES, AND Economy. 
A revised and enlarged edition, and the 52nd thousand. 

Price—1000 copies, £3 103s.; 500 copies, £1 17s. 6d.; 
any smaller number at 8s. 6d. per 100. 

When 1000 copies are ordered, the official title, scale 
of prices, and other information relating to the busi- 
ness of the Company, will be printed on the covers 
without extra charge. 

All orders and inguiries for the last-mentioned 
edition to be addressed to the AUTHOR, Black Rock, 
BRIGHTON, 





Now ready, roan tuck, gilt edges, price 6s. 
postage 4d.) 


, 
WEALE’S ENGINEER’S, ARCHITECT’S, 


N 

CONTRACTOR’S POCKET-BOOK for 1867. 
Considerably improved, with many additions. 

Besides the usual vast mass of Rules, Formule, 

Tables, &c., will be found a 

DIARY or EVENTS & DATA, a GENERAL 

CALENDAR, a GAS ENGINEER’S CALENDAR, 
OBITUARY or ENGINEERS, &c., 1865-6; 

LIsT OF MEMBERS OF 
THE INSTITUTES or CIVIL ENGINEERS, 
| AND oF BRITISH ARCHITECTS; 


Tables for the Reciprocal Conversion of British and 
Metric Weights and Measures, &c. &c.; 
With Eight Copper Plates, 





Lockwoop & Co., 7, Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C. 


RoBeERT MACLAREN and CO, 

EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 
|| gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


(A8T- TRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, 
with Syphons and all requisite Connexions, Lamp 
| Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves,Street Lamps, 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pans, Charging ana 
|| Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross 
Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings. 

PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS 
erected complete, or the materialssupplied; withevery 
description of goods in use by Gas-Works, in stock,on 
wholesale prices, at 

Mr. LYNCH WHITE’S, 
Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground Street, 
LONDON. 











‘IRKWOOD CANNEL COAL. 


This Coal is largely used in the Gas-Works at 
Glasgow, Paisley, Port Glasgow, Edinburgh, Leith, 
and many other towns throughout Scotland. It yields 
10,648 cubic feet per ton; illuminating power, 27°55 
standard candles; coke per ton, 9 cwt. 83 lbs. Railway 
communication from the pits (at Coatbridge) to all parts 
of the country; ports of shipment in Firths of Forth 
or Clyde. 

For quotations, &c., apply to Mr. JoHN MACDONALD, 
68, St. Vincent Street, GLAsSGow. 


A UCHINHEATH, Lesmahago, Gas 
COAL, known in the market for the last fifty 
years as a first-class gas coal, 


JAMES FERGUSON and CO,, 


Sole Lessees of the Auchinheath Coal-Field, are pre- 
pared to ship the above at Glasgow, Greenock, and 
Ardrossan, on the west coast of Scotland; and at 
Granton or Leith, in the Firth of Forth, on the east 
coast, Also to forward them to any railway-station in 
Scotland or England. 

Price and other particulars may be learned by 
addressing 

JAMES FERGUSON and CO., 
Gas Coat Works, 
LESMAHAGO, 
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GLOBE METER -WOoREK S. 








SSeS SS SS — ES 
NEWTON & BRADDOCK, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


STATION METERS, CONSUMERS METERS, &c., 
OLDHAM. 





REDUCED PRICES OF 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO’S 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s. per inch diameter 
List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 
had on application. 
These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 Ibs. on the square inch 
hefore leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 
Valves made with Outside Racks to order, Also, Screw Water-Valves 
with Gun-Metal Faces. 
BRYAN DONKIN & C@., 
ENGINEERS, 


NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 








F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingham— Established 1807, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 


(Made from ‘*RgGIsTZRED’’ Dgsiens), with GLass BRancuEs, &c.; suitable 
for DRAWING-ROOMS and BaLi-Rooms. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to direct their particular atten- 
~~ tion to the manufacture of this clas- of articles—which, with a view to their 
%. general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 
THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE 


HORSLEY’S 


PATENT 


GAS EXHAUSTER. 


(From 250 Feet to 200,000 Feet per Hour.) 


The only Exhauster not requiring a relieving-valve 
in the by-pass. For particulars and prices apply to 
the PaTENTEE, 


22, Wharf Road, City Road, London, N. 




















JAMES MILNE & SON, 
' GAS ENGINEERS, 
Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gasfittings Manufacturers, 
EDINBURGH, axp 
2, KING EDWARD STREET, 
NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 





Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every 
description of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 


MARTIN’S 
LEE MOOR PORCELAIN FIRE-BRICKS, 


Containing no Lime, and only ‘45 of Oxides, resist the strongest heats, and will last for Gas- Works 
longer than any others. 
Samples and prices sent, and the highest references given, on application to 
MARTIN BROTHERS, 
ST. AUSTELL, CORNWALL. 
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CAST-IRON PIPES, RETORTS, AND GENERAL CASTINGS. 


Lowest current prices, quoted either f. 0. b., or delévered in the Thames, on application to 


THE MANAGER, MILTON IRON-WORKS, WEST HARTLEPOOL. 








WARNE R’S | WARNER’S SILICATE OF IRON PAINT. 
PATENT ANHYDROUS OXIDE OF IRON | The peculiarities and advantages of this Paint are that it will stand 


extreme heat and damp, and is not affected by the strongest Acid, Sea 














Purifies Gas from Sulphuretted Hydrogen, Carbonic Acid, Bisulphide of | Water, Sulphuretted Hydrogen, or Ammonia. It is equally well adapted | 
Carbon, and Ammonia. The Hydrogen liberated through "the decompo- | for Iron, Wood, or Cement. Every shade of Colour ground to order 
sition of the Ammonia unites with the excess of carbon, giving increased | The LIGHT STONE COLOUR will retain its SOFT DELICATE 
brilliancy and yield of Gas with less smoke and no Naphthaline. SHADE regardless of the fumes of Gases. IT HAS NO SMELL, and 
there is am entire absence of deleterious effect. 
THE SILICATE OF IRON POWDER, when boiled up with Tar and 
PRECIPITATED OXIDE OF TRON, Lime, is a very cheap preservative for Tron, Wood, and Felt Roofing, | 
Prepared by the process as patented by Mr. Hills, supplied and is recommended for Gasholders which have been coated with Tar.— 
where preferred. Price £8 8s. per ton. 





A. WARNER, 17, Laurence Pountney Lane, London, E.C. 


| 
THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
| 





(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RAIT, and CO., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most. 
perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


\STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
| AND EXPERIMENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 











For information, &c., apply to | 


W. ARCHER, Manager, Meter Factory, OLDHAM ; 
OR 
GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


FULLERTON, SON, & CO., ABBEY MOUNT WORKS, EDINBURGH, 


MANUFACTURERS OF THE 


IMPROVED WET GAS-METER, TIN-PLATE DRY GAS-METER ; : 


ALSO THE | 


PATENT CAST-IRON CASED DRY GAS-METER, 


Which is very durable, and, from its simplicity in construction, can be repaired by any meter repairer or fitter. The 
greatest care is taken in selecting and preparing the leather for the diaphragms ; also in mixing the metals for the valves. | 


G2 See ‘ Practical Mechanic’s Journal,” Dec. 1, 1865 ; also, p. 711 “ Jounnat or Gas Licutine,” Sept. 18, 1866. 








TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 


HENRY ALDER, 


GRANGE METER-WORKS, EDINBURGH, 
Begs to intimate that he has introduced the manufacture of DRY GAS-METERS in 


CAST-IRON CASES. | 


These Meters are protected by registration under the “‘ Copyright of Designs Act.” They are much more durable, and at the 
same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 


Price list and terms on application. 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from } in. to 6 in. bore. 


STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATEReGAUGES, &. 
PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES 


For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c. 


LONDON WAREHOUSE-N®? 66, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 
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ANOTHER 
| MEDAL AWARDED BY THE JURY, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
| 1862, 


To THOMAS GLOVER, 
SUFFOLK STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, LONDON. 





Tomas Griovur has great pleasure in informing Gas Companies and his other Patrons, that the Jury of Class XX XI. of 
.| the International Exhibition of 1862 have awarded, for his Patent Dry Gas-Meter, a Prize Medal. The reason given for this 
_|Award, in the Juries Official Report, is, ‘ For excellence of manufacture, as regards Dry Meters.” See Official Report, p. 346. 
| It is worthy of remark, that the only two other Firms who receive Awards both manufacture imitations of Thomas Glover's 
_| Patent Dry Gas-Meter, and the reason given for these Awards is ‘‘ construction and sound workmanship.” Thomas Glover, 
|| therefore, claims that the construction of his Meter has obtained three Awards from the Jury of the International Exhibition of 
| ped at the same time, contrasting the Award granted for his Meter by the words, “‘ For excellence of manufacture, as regards 
|| Dry-Meters.” 

| The Prize Meter was exhibited in Class XXXI., No. 6301, connected with a 1-foot holder, to demonstrate that a 50-light 
|| Meter measures and indicates accurately the small quantity of One Foot. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 
(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 
PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 
Establishes 1816. 











PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 
‘| Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 
‘of the Sale of Gas Act. 

“It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to render them $ per cent. slow 
'} the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 
tact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co, is a sufficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 
| venience it is desig»ed to meet.”—JouRNAL OF Gas LIGHTING. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
mingbam, Dubliv, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 
MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 


Viadana a os 
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bankers, busy Queen’s counsel, celebrated artists, eminent 
authors, with baronets and barons, earls and dukes, whom to 
name here, as the Latin Grammar says, would be too long, 
but whose names filled nearly a column of the daily papers— 
29 | must have felt very uncomfortable if the idea occurred to them 
30 | that that dreadful “ intelligent foreigner” was taking notes. 
30 | Fall of expectation of some important communication or inte- | 

| resting debate, many of the invited hurried in Hansoms from 
30 | the divers railway stations, promising extra fares for extra || 

| speed, and reached the portals of the great art and science’ 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A. T. T.— We are not acquainted with any publication, cheap or otherwise, 
that contains the information you require. 








NOTICES, 


Subscribers who have not paid their subscriptions for the year 1866, or 
for any previous years, are requested to remit the same forthwith in the 
manner indicated below, in order to prevent any interruption in the 
regular delivery of the Jounnat; and such subscribers as desire to 
avail themselves of the reduction in the subscription by paying in 
advance, must do so in the course of the month of January. 

The subscription is 15s. per annum, if paid in advance during the month 
of January, or 18s. credit, in two sums of 9s. each, in July and 
January of each year. Post-Office orders must be made payable at the 
Charing Cross Moriey-Order Office, to William H. Bennett, No. 42, 
Parliament Street, Westminster. 

The next number will be published on Tuesday, February 5, and the 
subsequent numbers on each successive alternate Tuesday. 

This Journat has been duly registered at the General Post Office for 
transmission abroad. 

Stamped copies, when forwarded by post, must be folded so as to expose 
oes stamp; they are otherwise liable to the full postage charge for 

etters. 

All Communications to be addressed to the Editor, No. 42, Parliament 
Street, Westminster; and orders for Advertisements to the Publisher, 
Mr. W. B, King, No. 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 1867. 


Notes upon Passing Events. 


We sometimes smile complacently—that is, we in free and 
constitutional England—when some rough and rude or free 
and easy sayings and doings of a president of the United 
States are reported in the real American language; but those 
who on that Friday, memorable in the annals of the South 
Kensington Museum, saw the crowd of assistant commis- 
sioners gathered from all parts of the kingdom, men of all 








degrees of rank and importance—topping tradesmen, serious 
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2 | that as a place of amusement, an excuse for calling all the 


| menced. We do not mean to absolutely affirm that, out of 


factory punctually to find the Raphael Room almost full. || 
Polite attendants asked you to write your name with a queer 1 
smile shortly to be explained. With little delay the Prince || 
entered, looking remarkably well—even improved since his 
late illness—took the chair, rose, bowed graciously, and in aj/ 
clear firm voice read a printed paper of something less than a 
newspaper column in length, bowed again, and was gone 
before many present knew that the proceedings had com- 


respect for the illustrious personage who has hatched the Paris | 
Exhibition, it was not necessary to invest with a certain 
degree of solemnity and state the ceremony of reporting on 
| the progress of the Exhibition in this country; but still the 
| « intelligent foreigner” will have a right to ask, and we out- | 
siders will have a difficulty in answering the question—why | 
| a neat circular, such as South Kensington so well knows how 
| to prepare and print, should not have saved His Royal High- || 
ness a journey from Norfolk at this dull and inclement season, | 
| and spared three hundred noblemen and géntlemen, with even || 
| more important affairs to detain them at home than a Royal 
| Highness, the pleasure of looking at royalty, the Raphael 
Room, and each other, at the cost of at least a day? As to 
| the Paris Exhibition, there are now two things certain—first, 





| 
| 
| 
| world and his wife to Paris, as a combination of a fancy bazaar, | 
a picture-gallery, and a fair as great as that of Nishni N ovo- | 
| gorod, it will be a great success; secondly, that as a repre- 
| sentation of the manufacturing and productive powers of 

Great Britain, or any other country, except France, it will be! 
perfectly ridiculous. The commissioners pitifully complain | 
that Sheffield manufacturers will be very imperfectly repre- 
sented. Why? Because the Sheffield manufacturers know 
that they are well represented in the shops of every country 
where they are not excluded by hostile protective tariffs. Their 
agents traverse the globe, and distribute tools and imple- 
ments wherever people will pay for a good knife, lancet, or file. 
But the Sheffield blades know also that these fallacious compe- 
titive exhibitions, in which there is no real comparison, and there- 
fore no real competition, do not pay. The French Government 
gives prizes with the splendid liberality which is only possible ' 
when the giver takes the money out of some one else’s pocket, 
and every country that appears in the show will have a liberal 
share of gold, silver, and bronze medals, besides volumes of | 
commendations ; but whenever it comes to a contest between ' 
France and any other country for a grand gold medal, accord- 
ing to a fixed rule in French minds, France must have it. No 
Frenchman understands the haughty generosity or justice 
' that makes us award prizes in preference to a rival. Now, | 
the Sheffield blades very naturally do not care to put them- | 
selves in a trial with a set of judges who are sure to decide | 
against them, especially as there is no real method of trying 
the comparative merit of razors or scalpels. It would be a! 
very good joke to divide a regiment of Zouaves into as many 
sections as razor-makers, and invite them to a competitive! 
shaving match to last a week; for, as the Zouaves shave! 
not their chins but their heads, the tools would have to go 
through a pretty severe test. But, then, where are judges of | 
sufficient patience and impartiality to be found? 








All men who have watched the awards of prizes at any| 
exhibition of manufactures, either British or foreign, knows | 
that the whole system is rotten. It is a lottery tempered with 
partiality. The prizes are offered in order to tempt exhibitors; 
but how few are the persons competent to judge the value of 
a manufactured article? and how few are the tests that the 
best judges can apply within any reasonable time? The 
carrying off a prize at the Paris Exhibition will prove no merit 
in the article distinguished; but the offer of prizes attracts 
exhibitors, and a prize awarded pleases each fortunate man, 
and furnishes him with a famous advertisement. Balzae 
called his countrymen “ evergreen schoolboys—always thirst- 











“ing for the laurel crowns,” which are actually given at 
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‘French schools. The last and most extraordinary development 
'of the prize system is a large sum to be awarded at the Paris 
| Exhibition to those establishments where manufactures are car- 
\ried on most harmoniously. To understand the meaning of this 
offer is impossible, but we suspect it will be found to be a contri- 
‘vance to reward philanthropists like M. Dolphus, of Mulhouse. 
In this country we do not understand the State rewards of virtue 
any more than we do bestowing crosses of honour on steady 
turnkeys and unctuous mayors; but every country has its 
customs, and there is no doubt that the Emperor perfectly 
understands what suits the French in general and the Parisians 
in particular. One of the most comical parts of the pro- 
gramme of this Universal Exhibition is in the agricultural sec- 
tion. Ona small island in the Seine, by arrangements that 
real farmers can scarcely understand, ploughing, harrowing, 
sowing, and all the other details of cultivation, are to be per- 
petually carried on for the amusement of the cockneys of all 
countries. It would be a great hit if the Imperial Commis- 
‘sioners could secure, regardless of expense, the services of Mr. 
Mechi, of Tiptree, to deliver field lectures on the island. Mr. 
Mechi speaks French and Italian as well as the English and 
‘American languages, and, in an appropriate costume, would 
make a great and agreeable sensation as the real John Bull 
farmer. How benevolently his handsome face would smile 
‘under his broad-brimmed white hat on the assembled badauds / 
| It seems that the British authorities have rejected the 
prayer of the memorial of the best part of both Houses of 
Parliament on the subject of Custom House persecution. The 
weight of the grievance lies in the farce of the proceeding. 
‘If when you returned from the Continent your boxes were 
‘seriously examined, you would understand the meaning of the 
‘operation. But in actual fact, in nine cases out of ten, after a 
wearisome delay, a polite official looks hard at you and at the 
‘open portmanteau, signs you to close it, chalks it, and sends 
you away wondering why you were detained and made to 
‘unstrap your trunk. However, the question is not settled. 
| When Parliament meets the subject will be seriously dis- 
‘cussed, and we shall learn what there really is in the objec- 
,tions which officials are sure to make to any change in their 
routine. 

The great snow storm has been the text for many savage 
j attacks on the local government of the metropolis, but with 
very little reason. The business of clearing the streets of 
| London is done by contract. Contracts do not provide for 
,such a snow storm as that of the now celebrated Wednesday. 
| Parishes have their budgets like the nation. The budgets no 
‘more provide for snow storms than for floods in the Strand. 
It is very easy to say that ten thousand labourers might have 
been got together, and that ten thousand spades might have 
been placed in as many ‘‘ honest hands,” and so two thousand 
heaps of snow raised to be carried away somewhere, by an 
‘unknown number of carts and horses somehow. But, in the 
\first place, every man and boy who could raise a spade was 
needing an easy penny by working for snowed-up house- 
keepers. In the second place, although it is easy enough to 
| get together in London a large number of “ loafers,” all who 
know anything about masses of labourers know also that 
without trusty foremen to set them to work you do not get 
fourpence of work for a shilling of pay. A wild attempt to 
improvise at a day’s notice a street orderly system would have 
only ended in the loss of at least half the spades purchased 
with parish money for the occasion. But supposing the army 
of spade men provided, and the heaps of snow made, where 
are they to be carried? Some silly people suggest the 
Thames. But if the snow of the principal streets of London 
were thrown into the Thames in frosty weather, the navigation 
as far as Gravesend would be stopped, and the bridges blocked 
up within a very few hours. As to carting the snow into the 
country, that is easier said than done. At present all the 
excavations of the Metropolitan Railway, and all the rubbish 
north of the Thames and east of Temple Bar, is carted to one 
shoot at Upper Clapton; and the contractors declare that 
when that is closed, they believe they will have to use barges 
and go down the river below Thames Haven. A cart and pair 
of horses could at most perform two journeys a day. How 
many carts and horses at that rate it would take to clear the 
main thoroughfares of as much snow as fell in four hours, we 
will leave some young Bidder to calculate. But although it 
was practically impossible to sweep London streets clear of 
snow, it by no means follows that nothing could be done if 
provision were made for so possible an accident as a snow 
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storm in the street-clearing contracts, by a schedule of prices 
at which the contractors should partially clear the streets 
of great traffic. At present the contractors are bound 
under penalties not to deposit any heaps of snow within 
ten feet of any gully-hole, and therefore bound not to clear 
the streets at all unless they can at once cart the snow 
away. The district surveyors, if called upon, would no doubt 
pass special clauses that would meet and mitigate such tem- 
pests as that which, for nearly two days, stopped the wheeled 


traffic of London. In the North of Europe where such/} 
changes are annual, all wheeled vehicles are, as a matter of}: 
course; put upon sledge runners in November. We cannot]; 


expect omnibus and cab proprietors to provide for so rare an 
eventuality. The difficulty of clearing the streets of snow 
would disappear if two bottomless pits could be found, one at 
the east and one at the west end of the town. 


This great snow storm, which has caused London so much 
trouble, such violent parish quarrels, and so great a loss of 
money and time, has once more illustrated the proverb, that 
“it is an ill wind that blows no one good.” Thousands were 
unwillingly taught the value of the Underground Railway. In 
the district it traverses it afforded means of conveyance when 
every other kind of vehicle retired, beaten with the contest 
with snow and frost. This wil! be a valuable piece of evidence 
when the extension of the underground system comes to be 
discussed in Parliament. We have learned now that one 
underground circle cannot carry the people when the omnibus 
traffic is stopped. A mid-London railway scheme, combined 
with new streets, will be revived; and if a serious opposition 
is raised, to quote the Cornish song— 

There’s twenty thousand underground 
Will ask the reason why. 

A movement has been set on foot for improving the local 
government of the metropolis, and it is probable that some- 
thing will come of it, although nothing like the compre- 
hensive and parallelogrammic plan of the statistical local 
reformers. A gentleman, patronized by Dr. Farr, has pro- 
posed a scheme which looks beautiful on paper, and which 
might be carried out if there were no such difficulties as 
vested interests. Dr. Farr explained it with great gusto to 
the committee of last session on local government. All the 
existing institutions, except the City, were to be swept away, 
and all the local divisions. London was to be divided into 
eight or ten municipalities, just as a building estate is divided 
by a surveyor on a coloured plan. They were to be as nearly 
of the same dimensions as geographical difficulties would 
permit. To each was to be allotted a mayor, alderman, 
common councilmen, and complete local government. Each 
was to have its own town-hall, under whose roof were to be 
assembled, beside the municipal chamber and its offices, the 
magistrate’s court, the police office, the gas, the water, the 
local cleaning, paving, and taxing departments. The sym- 
metry of the idea seemed particularly pleasing to Dr. Farr’s 
mind, and he also dwelt on the opportunity for architectural 
display in these town-halls, and even hinted at pictures and 
statues, which, judging by the specimens of modern art at 
the Guildhall and Reform Club, would not be very satisfac- 
tory. The deputation that went up to the-Home Secretary 
some short time since, headed by Lord Ebury and Mr. Charles 
Buxton, two men with a large solid stake in good government, 
showed that, at any rate, the present system could not stand. 
The forty vestries, with forty vestry clerks, as many surveyors, 
and as many committees for every department of work, must 
be consolidated ; and works of paving, sewering, and the task 
of opening new streets transferred to one or two central bodies 
less open to the obstructions of small local interests. As to 


the idea that the Government will place the metropolitan police | 


under local control, or extend the system of unpaid aldermen 
and magistrates beyond the City of London, that is out 
of the question. The first step will probably be to increase 
the powers of the Metropolitan Board of Works, and to add 
another paid officer, perhaps a vice-chairman, to assist the 
chairman. It is a question whether so great and thoroughly 
technical a work as the construction and repair of everything 
connected with the streets of London would not be better 
done by a paid Board. It is difficult to understand how a 
succession of competent unpaid men can be found to attend 
to duties so dry and uninteresting as those imposed on the 
Metropolitan Board of Works. 

The report of the Metropoltan Board for 1865-6 comes, a8 





usual, a little late, when some of the most prominent subjects, 
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have become known and stale; but it has a few points worth 
noting, beside the merit of being a compact, portable record 
of work done—a meritorious variation from the established 
folio Blue-Book. The Board defends the northern and southern 
outfalls from being the cause of “ cholera, typhus, scarlet fever, 
“ and croup,” at Woolwich and other adjacent districts, and 
traces the offensive odours complained of to the manufacture 
of artificial manures from bones and vitriolic acid, the distilla- 
tion of gas liquor and gas tar, the manufacture of glue and 
other offensive preparations of raw hides, and the distillation 
of bone oil. It seems that an inquiry, ordered by the War 
Department and made by medical and chemical officers, re- 
ported that they could perceive no odour in rowing past Bark- 
ing while the sewage was being discharged, and that “the ad- 
« mirable arrangements for passing the gases from the sewers 
“ and tanks through the boiler fires appeared most effectually 
“to prevent their escape into the air.” As to the utilization 
of sewage, Messrs. Napier and Hope’s company have rented 
10 acres of land adjacent to the northern outfall at Barking, 
covered it a foot deep with sand taken from the Maplin Sands, 
sown rye-grass on it, and irrigated it with sewage from the 
northern outfall, and grown crops which prove that in this in- 
stance, as in many others, Baron Liebig’s prejudices have 
blinded his judgment. Mr. Alnaschar Ellis, fortunately for 
his capitalists, appears to have broken down with his southern 
sewage scheme for want of funds. The ventilation of sewers 
has been the subject of a series of experiments, in which the 
increase of the water supply to sewers seems the most effective 
and simple power. The establishment of a sufficient number 
of chimney-shafts and furnaces would cost nearly half a million 
to build, and over two hundred thousand pounds to keep burn- 
ing. The furnace plan may, however, it is thought, be adopted 
where large furnaces are in use for other purposes, as at Wool- 
wich. Finsbury Park is to contain 100 acres, exclusive of 20 
acres let at a profit for building purposes. . No mention is made 
of any attempt to procure a station in connexion with the 
Metropolitan Railway, without which the name of Finsbury 
will be a delusion. Holloway Park would be more like the 
trath. Southwark Park, of 60 acres in a very good situation, 
is in progress. Amongst the improvements sanctioned by 
Parliament that for widening High Street, Kensington, is im- 
portant, as it will become one of the greatest suburban thorough- 
fares when the new station of the Metropolitan Railway is 
opened. In the ensuing session another attempt is to be made 
at relieving the traffic of Park Lane, by widening the southern 
end, at a cost of £105,000. Other Bills are to be promoted 
for making roads from Whitehall, Charing Cross, and the 
Strand, to the Northern Embankment ; and for extending the 
present embankment from Chelsea Hospital to Battersea 
Bridge. As to the Fire Brigade, a noticeable change has been 
introduced by the Board since this establishment came under 
their charge, which is the formation of a “ third class ” of fire- 
men, to consist of new men, of whom 60 had been enlisted 
up to last June, nearly all being seafaring men. The new men 
are trained and drilled at a dépét in Upper Thames Street 
before they are distributed amongst the several stations. This 
seems a sensible and practical arrangement. The report states 
that a perfect system of telegraphic communication exists be- 
tween all the principal stations of the brigade. Altogether, 
this department seems likely to be better managed than might 
have been expected, as the responsibility is thrown upon the 
chief officer, and the attempts to interfere with his appoint- 
ments of men have been defeated by a majority of the Board. 


The attempt made by the Government to collect agricultural 
statistics does not give us a very favourable opinion of the value 
of such information, if published without notes and comments 
from competent agricultural authorities. We called attention 
some time since to the absurd idea of an Oxford professor, 
founded on recent cattle statistics, that the peasant proprietors 
of France produced more meat than the rich farms of England. 
If we take the bare figures of the statistics just issued by the 
Board of Trade of the average of land crops—tare, fallow, and 
grass—in the United Kingdom, we may come to conclusions 
equally erroneous. It would even seem as if Ireland were 
better farmed than Scotland! Agricultural statistics, if used 
as @ means to estimate the probable return of cereal food, will 
always be liable to mischievous miscalculation. There are so 
many circumstances that may injure a crop between the time 
the estimate is made and the harvest gathered, that it will be 
better to attempt nothing of the kind. We place very little 
reliance on Irish agricultural statistics collected by policemen 
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from ignorant and romancing peasants. In England and 
Scotland it would be much better to hand over the task to the 
two great agricultural societies of those countries, who would 
do it more cheaply, more effectively, and in a more useful 
shape, enriched by local information in the shape of notes, than 
any Government department. The real value of agricultural 
statistics is, that they enable us to trace the progress or decline 
of each branch of farming. But statisticians too often revel in 
ingenious and idle comparisons, as well as beautiful tables that 
prove nothing. They are like those musicians who are so ena- 
moured of their science that they lose themselves in difficulties, 
and forget that melody is the soul of their art. 





GAS BILLS FOR 1867. 


Tue number of Bills to be introduced into Parliament next 
session relating to gas lighting, which have been lodged at the 
Private Bill Office and printed, amounts to nearly the same as 
last year, and the proportions of the different classes of Bills 
are also similar. There are 19 promoted by companies already 
incorporated who seek for additional powers, commencing, in 
alphabetical order, with— 

The Barnsley Gas Company, who desire to extend the limits 
of their Act of 1852, to construct new works, and raise more 
money. It is proposed to extend their limits to several adjoin- 
ing townships, and to double the present capital of £40,000; 


-the dividends on the new capital being limited to 8 per cent., 


which amount is not to be paid until the full £10 per cent. on 
the old capital has been divided. Power is also required to 
purchase 8 additional acres of land. The maximum price of 
gas named is 6s. per 1000 feet, and the illuminating power 
14 sperm candles. A notice of six hours to be given before 
testing the gas, the purity of which is not specified. 

The Bingley Gas Company apply for power to increase their 
present capital of £10,660 by the addition of £32,000, the divi- 
dends on which are to be limited to 7 per cent. The company 
require to extend their district so as to include the whole parish 
of Bingley, and to be empowered to purchase by agreement 
5 acres of additional land. The maximum price proposed for 
12-candle gas is 5s. per 1000 feet within the present limits of 
the company, and 6s. beyond. Six hours notice to be given 
before testing the illaminating power, the purity not being 
mentioned. 

The Cambridge Gas Company desire to extend their limits so 
as to include Trumpington, Cherryhinton, and several other 
adjoining parishes, and to change their name to that of “The 
** Cambridge Town and University Gaslight Company.”’ They 
require power to increase their present capital of £38,400 by 
the issue of additional shares to the amount of £50,000, with 
limitation of dividends to 8 per cent. ‘The illuminating power 
of the gas to be 14 candles, and its maximum price, so long as 
the price of coal does not exceed 14s. per ton, to be 4s. per 
1000 feet within the town, and 6s. beyond, with power to in- 
crease the price of gas 3d. per 1000 feet for every shilling that 
the price of coal exceeds 14s. per ton. The gas may be tested 
for illuminating power at any reasonable hour without notice, 
the purity not being named. 

There are three Bills relating to the gas supply of Dundee. 
One of these is for the amalgamation of the Dundee Gaslight 
Company and the Dundee New Gaslight Company, under the 
name of “The Dundee Gas Company.”” The capital of the 
amalgamated company is stated to be £127,500, of which 
£87,500 fully paid-up ordinary shares are to be apportioned 
among the shareholders of the Dundee Gaslight Company, and 
£40,000 among the shareholders of the Dundee New Gaslight 
Company. In addition to the above capital, power is required 
to raise £22,500 by the issue of new shares, to be apportioned 
among the shareholders generally. Power is also required to 
borrow £32,000 for paying off existing mortgages and bonds, 
and a further sum of £10,000 for the general purposes of the 
undertaking. The dividends on the additional capital to be 
limited to 7 per cent. on ordinary shares, and to 6 per cent. on 
preference shares. Fifteen acres of additional land are re- 
quired. The illuminating power of the gas named is 14 candles, 
but no maximum price nor degree of purity is specified. 
There is a provision, however, respecting the public lamps, 
that they are to be lighted on such terms as may be settled by 
agreement between the company and the local authorities. 
The officers of the dissolved companies are to remain tempo- 
rarily officers of the amalgamated company. Power is to be 
given to the local authorities of Dundee to lease or purchase 
the gas-works by agreement, or, failing such agreement, on 
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the conditions prescribed in the arbitration clauses of the 
“The Lands Clauses Consolidation (Scotland) Act, 1845.” 
The second Bill is promoted by the original Dundee Gaslight 


| Company for the purpose of raising £50,000 additional capital, 


with limitation of dividends to 7 per cent. on ordinary, and 6 
per cent. on preference shares, and for power to borrow £6600. 
The illuminating power is to be 14 candles, with six hours 
notice before testing; but no standard of purity nor price is 
named. The third Bill, promoted by the Dundee New Gas- 
light Company, is nearly similar to the foregoing. They seek 
to raise £15,000 additional capital, with limitation of dividends 
on ordinary shares to 7 per cent. and on preference shares to 
6 per cent., with power to borrow £3750. The provisions 
'respecting the quality of the gas are the same as in the former 
Bill. 

The Gaslight and Coke (the Chartered) Company make a 
renewed application for further powers somewhat different 
from their Bill of last session which was thrown out. In 
addition to their present capital of £900,000, they require to 
be authorized to create and issue new shares for £90,000, to 
capitalize the sum of £360,000 expended on the works out of 
profits, the dividends on the latter being limited to 5 per cent., 
and power to borrow £420,000. A ‘“‘contingency fund” is 
proposed to be set apart out of the divisible profits applicable 
for remedying casualties, and for any other extraordinary re- 
quirements, but not for the purpose of dividend. It is to be 
provided that when the charge for common gas is less than 
,4s. per 1000 feet, and for cannel gas less than 5s. 6d., that 
the dividends prescribed by the Metropolis Gas Act may be 
,increased 1 per cent. in respect of every 3d. per 1000 feet 
| below those prices. The company also propose to purchase 
land near Barking Creek for a new site for their works, to be 
completed within five years, after which the use of the works 
in Brick Lane and Curtain Road is to be discontinued. 
Power is to be taken to lay down the mains from the new 
station in connexion with the existing mains. The standard 
of illuminating power of the gas is to be 14 candles, as 
determined by a ‘‘ Sugg’s steatite burner,” and the gas is to 
be of such purity as not to contain more than 5 grains of 
ammonia nor more than 20 grains of sulphur in any form in 
100 cubic feet, the quantity to be estimated by Dr. Letheby’s 
sulphur test. There is no provision in the Bill for amalgama- 
tion with the City Company, as last year, but authority is to 
be given to the latter to subscribe towards and take shares in 
the new capital of £650,000 to the amount of £150,000, and 
the City Company, in respect of the sums so subscribed, are 
to have all the powers and privileges (except voting at general 
meetings) and be subject to all the liabilities, of proprietors of 
shares in the Chartered Company. The City Company may 
appoint a person to represent them at any meeting of the com- 
pany, with power to vote. Power is also to be given to the 
company to supply gas in bulk to any other company for dis- 
tribution in their district. In accordance with these provi- 
sions, the City Company are to be authorized to raise, by the 
issue of new shares, the money required for the purposes of 
their subscription to shares in the Chartered Company. The 
usual clause for the protection of the sewers of the Metropo- 
litan Board of Works is introduced. 


The Great Grimsby Gas Company apply for power to increase 
their present capital of £16,500 by the addition of £60,000, 
with authority to borrow £20,500. The dividend on the ordi- 
nary shares of the new capital to be limited to 8 per cent., and. 
on preference shares to 6 per cent. The illuminating power of 
the gas, as determined by a Sugg’s steatite burner, is to be 
14 candles, and its maximum price within the parishes of 
Great Grimsby and Clee 4s. 6d., and 5s. beyond. 


In the Bill promoted by the Hartlepool Gas and Water 
Company, it is proposed to double the present capital of 
£100,000, and to limit the dividends on the new ordinary 
shares to 7} per cent., and on preference shares to 6 per cent. 
The accounts of the gas and water undertakings are to be 
divided into two branches, and the amount of profit derived 
from each is to be separately stated. The maximum price 
named for 12-candle gas is 6s. 8d. Sulphuretted hydrogen is 
the only impurity from which the gas isto be freed, and before 
testing a notice of six hours is to be given. In the clause 
respecting the supply of gas to general consumers by meter it 
is provided that ‘it shall be open to the company to show that 
‘more gas passes through a meter than is thereby registered.” 

The Imperial Gaslight and Coke Company again apply for 











power to raise additional capital, and to purchase land for a 





new site for their works. In the preamble of the Bill it is’ 
alleged that the amount of £325,000, which the company were | 
authorized to raise by their Act of last session is insufficient to | 
enable them to meet the increasing demands for gas, and that | 
in consequence of the restriction of the dividends on that | 
capital to 7 per cent., only a portion of the shares created have ' 
been taken up. They require to be authorized to raise addi- | 
tional capital to the amount of £975,000, on which dividends of 
8 per cent. may be paid, and to cancel so many of the shares 
created under the Act of 1866, as have not been taken up, and 
to issue new shares in lieu of them at the higher rate of divi-' 
dend prescribed for the new capital now proposed to be raised. 
The Bill also provides for the creation of debenture stock, to be 
issued at arate of interest not exceeding 5 per cent. The) 
lands proposed to be purchased are situated at West Ham, | 
near Bow Creek, and in the parishes of Hammersmith and! 
Acton. Power is to be taken to make roads and to lay down 
mains to West Ham, in connexion with the district supplied by | 
the company. There are clauses for the protection of the’ 
East London Water-Works Company, and for the protection 





of the sewers of the Metropolitan and other Boards. The 
times for holding the ordinary meetings of the company are to | 
be altered, and the company require to be authorized to manu- || 
facture and convert residual products. | 


The Kidderminster Gas Company apply for power to raise | 
their capital of £12,000 to the amount of £30,000 by the | 
issue of new shares, and by the capitalization of £4800 ex- 
pended on the works out of profits; the latter to be issued as” 
preference stock with a fixed dividend of 5 per cent. On the i 
other portion of the new shares the dividends are to be | 
limited to 7} per cent. The borrowing power is to extend to | 
£6000. The maximum price named for 12-candle gas is, 
4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, with 24 hours notice before testing. | 
No standard of purity is prescribed. Clauses are inserted for 
the protection of the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal, 
Company, and for empowering the Corporation to raise, sink, | 
or alter the mains, &c., at the cost of the company. 

The Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Gateshead Gas Company re- | 
quire to be authorized to raise by ordinary or preference shares | 
the sum of £100,000 in addition to their present capital of 
£200,000. The holders of preferential stock are not to be | 
allowed to vote without the consent of the company at the! 
time of the creation of such shares, which are limited in 
dividends to 6 per cent. The limitation of dividends on the) 
ordinary shares of the new capital is to be 8 per cent. Power | 
is to be given to the company to raise additional capital for | 
the purchase of the undertaking of the Walker and Wallsend 
Union Gas Company, as authorized by their Act of last 
session, and to purchase additional land; the whole quantity) 
to be held by the company not to exceed 50 acres. There is 
a clause regulating the parts of the parish of Jarrow to be! 
supplied by the company and by the South Shields Company. 

The Rochester, Chatham, and Strood Gaslight Company’ 
were empowered by their Act to raise £14,000 by shares and 
£6000 by borrowing; and they have since expended on their | 
undertaking, out of profits, sums amounting to more than! 
£84,000, but they have not raised any money by borrowing. 
The company now apply for power to capitalize the £84,000 
on the same conditions as their original capital, and to raise’ 
£14,000 by the creation of new shares, and to borrow 
£27,000. It is proposed to limit the dividends on the £14,000 
to 8 per cent. if ordinary shares, and to 7 per cent. if pre-| 
ferential. The power to hold lands to be limited to 15 acres. | 
The maximum price named for 14-candle gas is 4s. per 1000, 
feet, and the gas is to be subjected to the usual test for sul-| 
phuretted hydrogen; 24 hours notice to be given before, 
testing. 

The Scarborough Gas Company require to be authorized to 
increase their present capital of £50,000 by the further sum 
of £40,000, with limitation of dividends to 74 per cent. on 
ordinary and to 6 per cent on preferential shares. The new 
shares are to be sold by auction. There are no clauses in the 
Bill regulating the price or the illuminating power of gas. 

The Bill promoted by the South Shields Gas Company has 
for its object to increase the capital of the company from 
£40,000 to £100,000; the dividends on the new capital being 
limited to 8 per cent. on ordinary shares and to 6 per cent. on 
preference shares, the holders of the latter not being entitled 
to vote without the consent of the company. Debenture 
stock may be issued at 5 per cent. interest. The company 
are to be empowered to purchase lands not exceeding in the 
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whole 17 acres, and to erect on parts specified additional gas- 
works. According to an arrangement made with the New- 
castle-upon-Tyne and Gateshead Company, there is a clause 
regulating the parts of the parish of Jarrow to be supplied 
with gas by the company. There is no reference in the Bill 
io the price or quality of the gas. 

The Stalybridge Gas Company were empowered by their Act 
of 1855 to increase their capital to £50,000 and to borrow 
£10,000; but, instead of borrowing, they have raised the 
money by creating new shares, and they now apply for power 
to raise the further sum of £50,000, by the issue of shares, 
and to borrow £25,000. The dividends on the new capital, if 
ordinary shares, are to be limited to 8 per cent., and to 6 per 
cent. on preference shares; the holders of the latter not to be 
entitled to vote without the consent of the company. The 
preferential interest on debenture stock, if issued, is not to 
exceed 5 per cent. The company are to be authorized to 
purchase additional lands. 

A very short Bill is promoted by the Stratford-upon-Avon 
Gas Company, to authorize them to increase their present 
share capital of £6750 by the further sum of £6750, the divi- 
‘}dends on such shares as may be issued with preference to be 





|{dimited to 6 per cent. 


The Wandsworth and Putney Gaslight and Coke Company 
apply for power to extend their limits and increase their 


i|capital. By an Act passed last session, the company were 


authorized to raise by shares £40,000 in addition to their 
previous capital of £30,000, and they now require to raise a 
further sum of £30,000, the dividends on which are to be 
limited to 8 per cent. on ordinary shares, and to 6 per cent. if 
issued with preference. The creation and issue of debenture 





||stock is to be authorized. The maximum price of gas named 
i|is 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, and the standard of illuminating 


power 14 candles. The usual clause for the protection of the 
sewers of the Metropolitan Board is inserted. 

' The Wells Gaslight Company apply for power to increase 
their share capital by the amount of £8000, the dividends on 
which are to be limited to 8 per cent. on ordinary shares, and 
to 6 per cent.if issued with preference. The share capital 
authorized to be raised by their Act was only £4000, but 
sums amounting to £3000 have been expended on the works 
out of profits, £2000 of which is to be considered as part of 
the present capital of the company. In the clause relating to 
the supply of the public lamps, it is provided that the com- 
pany shall not be bound to supply gas to any lamp erected at 
a distance exceeding 100 yards from any of the company’s 
mains. The maximum price of 14-candle gas is named at 5s. 
per 1000 feet, and the illuminating power may be tested at 
any reasonable time without notice. 





There are sixteen Bills promoted by joint-stock gas com- 
panies, who have hitherto carried on their operations without 
parliamentary powers. 

The Barking Gas Company was established in 1839, and the 
undertaking has since been purchased by Messrs. Hulett and 
Co. The present capital amounts to £20,000, which it is 
proposed to increase to £50,000, the dividends on the new 
capital being limited to 7} per cent. on ordinary shares, and 
if issued with preference to 6 per cent. Any sum of money 
accruing by way of premium on the sale of the shares is to be 
considered as part of the profits of the company, who are to be 
empowered also to issue debenture stock at 5 percent. The 
standard of illuminating power is to be 14 candles, and the 
maximum price 6s. per 1000 feet; 24 hours notice to be 
given before testing. There is no reference to purity. The 
company are to be authorized to hold 20 acres of land. 


The town of Crickhowell, in the county of Brecon, has been 
\for many years supplied with gas and water by Messrs. Pratt, 
and a company has been formed to purchase their works, 
\Called the Crickhowell Gas and Water Company, who seek to 
be incorporated. The capital of the company is to be £8000, 
including the purchase of the existing gas-works and water- 
works. The maximum price named for 12-candle gas is 6s. 
‘per 1000 feet. 
| The Dartford Gaslight Company, established in 1826, with a 
Capital of only £4400, seek to be authorized to raise the addi- 
,tional capital of £12,000, with a limitation of dividends to 10 
per cent. on ordinary shares and 6 per cent. on preferential 
‘Shares. The maximum price of gas named is 5s. per 1000 
feet, and the illuminating power 14 candles’; six hours notice 
i being required before testing. No reference is made to the 
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purity of the gas. The company require to be authorized to 
purchase and hold 5 acres of land. 

The Enfield Gas Company were formed originally in 1850, 
with a capital of £2000, which has been augmented at 
various times to £10,050, including a sum of £2000 expended 
on the works out of profits; and they now apply for power to 
increase their capital to £24,000. No limitation of dividend 
is specified. The gas supplied is to have an illuminating power 
of 14 candles, and a maximum price of 5s. 6d. per 1000 feet, 
without any specification of purity. 

The Eton Gas Company, Limited, established in 1853, have 
a capital of £5250, which it is proposed to increase by the ad- 
dition of £4750, the dividends on the ordinary shares of the 
new capital being limited to 7} per cent., and on preference 
shares to 6 per cent. The latter shares may be sold by auc-| 
tion, and any money accruing as premiums from the sale is to 
be expended on the works. . The standard of illuminating 
power to be 18 candles, and the maximum price 7s. 6d. per 
1000 feet. The quality of the gas is to be tested, with a fish- 
tail or bat’s-wing burner, on giving six hours notice. The 
quantity of land to be held by the company is not to exceed 
3 acres. 

The Hampton Court Wnited Gas Company, established in 
1851, have by various accessions from time to time acquired 
a capital of £36,000, which it is proposed further to increase 
by the addition of £39,000. The dividends on the new capital 
are to be limited to 74 per cent., and, if preference shares be 
issued, the dividends on them are limited to 6 per cent. The 
company require to be authorized to extend their district into 
the parishes of Hanworth and Feltham, and to purchase addi- 
tional land: The illuminating power of the gas is to be 12 
candles, and the maximum price named within the present dis- 
trict of the company is 6s. per 1000 feet, and in Hanworth and 
Feltham 7s. Six hours notice to be given before testing the 
illuminating power. No standard of purity is named. 

The Bill for the incorporation of the Huyton and Roby Gas 
Company, Limited, in Lancashire, contains clauses increasing 
the capital of the company from £9000 to £20,000, with 
limitations of the dividends on the new capital to 7 and 6 per 
cent. for ordinary and for preference shares. The maximum 
price named for 12-candle gas is 10s. per 1000 cubic feet ; 24 
hours notice being given before testing, and no standard of 

urity. 
r The Mitcham and Wimbledon District Light and Coke Com- 
pany, Limited, were registered in 1864 with power to raise a 
capital of £100,000, of which £36,000 has been paid up, and 
it is sought to obtain power to add to the original nominal 
capital the sum of £80,000, with a limitation of dividends to 
8 per cent. The maximum price for 12-candle gas is to be 
5s. 6d., without any standard of purity being named. No 
notice to be given before testing the illuminating power. The 
land to be purchased by the company is not to exceed 10 acres, 
and no gas is to be stored within 300 yards of any dwelling- 
house. 

The Mold Gas and Water Company apply to be incorporated, 
and to be authorized to increase their present capital of £6500 
to £12,000, without limitation of dividends. The standard of 
illuminating power is to be 12 candles, and the maximum price 
7s. 6d. per 1000 feet. The Local Board are to be separately 
empowered to test the gas on giving 12 hours notice. No 
standard of purity is mentioned. 


The Prescot Gaslight Company, established in 1836 with a 
capital of £6000, seek to be authorized to add to that capital 
the sum of £4000, on which it is proposed to limit the divi- 
dends to 8 per cent. Power is to be given to the company to 
purchase the Rainhill Gas-Works, in the parish of Prescot, for 
which no additional capital is required. The maximum price 
of 14-candle gas is to be 5s. 6d. per 1000 feet. A notice of 
24 hours to given before testing. The purity of the gas 
is not specified. 

The Richmond Gas Company, 1853, Limited, whose works 
are situated at Mortlake, have a share capital of £30,000, 
which it is proposed to augment by the further sum of £30,000, 
on which the dividends are to be limited to 7 per cent. The 
borrowing powers of the company are to extend to £15,000. 
The standard of illuminating power is to be 12 candles, and 
the maximum price 5s. 6d. per 1000 feet. A test for sul- 
phuretted hydrogen is prescribed, and a notice of three hours 
is required before testing. 

The Sutton, Southcoates, and Drypool Gaslight Company, 





Limited, seek to extend their district into the parishes of 
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Garrison Side and Marfleet, near Hull, and to augment their 
present share capital of £24,000 by the sum of £76,000, the 
dividends on all the shares of the company being limited to 
7} per cent. The new shares are to be sold by auction, and 
any money which may arise as premiums is not to be considered 
as profits of the company. The borrowing powers are limited 
to £5000, and the quantity of land to be held to 3 acres. A 
clause respecting public lighting authorizes the Local Board of 
Kingston-upon-Hull at any time to fix, at their own expense, 
a test-meter and apparatus on any public lamp to ascertain the 
quantity of gas consumed. The maximum price named is 5s. 
per 1000 feet, and the illuminating power of the gas 12 candles. 
The company are to erect ‘“‘ apparatus for testing the illumi- 
nating power and purity of the gas,’’ but no standard of purity 
is named. Six hours notice is required before testing. 

The Tynemouth Gas Company require to have their present 
capital of £34,570 increased so as to amount to £70,000, and 
to be authorized to hold 20 acres of land. The maximum 
price named for 12-candle gas is 4s. within the borough, and 
5s. beyond ; and a test for sulphuretted hydrogen is prescribed. 
No notice is required before testing. A clause is inserted 
giving power to the company to use a siding of the North- 
Eastern Railway to their works. 

The West Kent Gaslight and Coke Company, Limited, regis- 
tered in 1862 for lighting Crayford, Erith, and other places, 
apply to be authorized to raise their present share capital of 
£50,000 to £150,000. The dividends on the additional share 
capital are proposed to be limited to 8 per cent., and the com- 
pany may create and issue debenture stock. The standard of 
illuminating power of the gas is to be “ 14 uncased sperm 
“candles,” and it is not to contain more than 20 grains of 
sulphur, in any form, in 100 cubic feet, as ascertained by Dr. 
| Letheby’s:sulphur test. No notice is required before testing. 
The maximum price named is 5s. 6d. per 1000 feet. 

The Windsor Royal Gaslight Company, Limited, originally 
formed in 1827, possess a share capital of £24,000, and the 
:sum of £9600 has been expended on the works out of profits, 
which they require to capitalize; in addition to which they 
apply for power to raise £36,000 by the creation of new shares. 
The limitation of dividend on the new capital is to be 8 per 
cent., and if the shares be issued with preference 6 per cent. 
The maximum price named for 13-candle gas within the 
borough of New Windsor is 6s. per 1000 feet, and 7s. 6d. 
beyond it. The gas is to be tested for sulphuretted hydrogen, 
as well as for illuminating power, on giving three hours 
notice. 

The Woolton Gaslight Company, Limited, established in 1857 
with a capital of £6000, apply for power to double that amount 
and to borrow £10,000. ‘The limitation of dividends on the 
ordinary shares of the new capital is to be 7 per cent., and on 
preference shares 6 per cent. The maximum price named for 
12-candle gas is 7s. 6d.; six hours notice to be given before 
testing. No standard of purity is prescribed. 








There are six Bills promoted by municipal corporations and 
local authorities, in which they apply to Parliament for power 
to purchase the works of existing gas companies, or to 
extend the gas-works they already possess. 

In the Bingley Extension and Improvement Bill, the Commis- 
sioners require Parliament to sanction an agreement made 
with the Bingley Gas Company for the purchase of their 
works for the sum of £19,721, the Commissioners undertaking 
to pay the mortgage-debt of the company of £3000 and all 
other liabilities. The Commissioners are to be empowered to 
purchase 5 acres of land, and to erect other gas-works, &c. 
The gas accounts are to be kept separately, and in the applica- 
tion of the gas-fund it is to be provided that a sinking-fund be 
formed, commencing in January, 1869, amounting to one- 
fiftieth part of the moneys borrowed, and that it shall be 
annually increased 5 per cent. until the whole is paid off. 
There is no allusion in the Bill to the price or quality of the 
gas. 

The Brierley Hill Improvement Bill relates principally to 
other matters than the supply of gas, but it contains a clause 
for giving power to the Commissioners to agree with the 
Brierley Hill District Gas Company for the purchase of their 
undertaking, in which case the Commissioners are to be autho- 
rized to borrow money for the purpose. 

The Heywood Improvement Bill has for its object to empower 
the Local Board to purchase the undertaking of the Heywood 
Gaslight and Coke Company, on terms already agreed on. 
The capital of that company amounts to £30,000, consisting 

















of £10,000 original capital and £20,000 raised under autho- 
rity of an Act passed in 1856, and the Local Board are to 
grant annuities to the shareholders at the rate of 10 per cent. 
on the original shares, and 7} per cent. on the new shares. |! 
The gas company are to discharge existing liabilities, and to 
receive outstanding accounts to the Ist of July, 1867, from 
which date the annuities are to be computed. The Local 
Board are to be authorized to redeem or purchase any of the 
annuities by agreement. The illuminating power of the gas is 
to be equal to 14 candles, and the maximum price is to be the 
same as at present. No standard of purity is prescribed, and 
24 hours notice is required before testing; the penalty being 
£20. 

The Salford Borough Bill, so far as it relates to the supply of | 
gas, is to authorize the Corporation to purchase additional land 
for the extension of their gas-works, and to borrow for that 
purpose a sum not exceeding £100,000, for the ultimate pay- 
ment of which a sinking-fund is to be provided. 

The Wallasey Improvement Bill makes but little reference to 
the supply of gas, which has been in the hands of the Local 
Board since 1858, who now require to purchase by compulsion, 
for the extension of their gas-works, certain lands specified in 
the schedule. The Local Board seek also to be authorized to}! 
make and enforce such by-laws as they think proper with 
respect to inspection and control in laying down or fixing pipes |) 
and fittings in all houses within the district. 

The principal object of the Widnes Gas and Water and 
Improvement Bill is to obtain the sanction of Parliament to an 
agreement between the Local Board and the Widnes Gas and 
Water Company for the purchase of their works. The price 
to be paid for the company’s works is to be determined by 
arbitration, and, in the event of the agreement being sanc- 
tioned, the Local Board are to be entitled to all profits that 
have accrued since the Ist of September last. If the Local 
Board come into possession of the gas undertaking, they are 
not to supply gas out of Widnes unless at a profit of 10 per 
cent. The illuminating power of the gas is to be equal to 12), 
candles, and it is not to contain more than 5 grains of 
ammonia, nor more than 20 grains of sulphur, in 100 feet. 
The gas may be tested by order of any five consumers after a 
notice of three hours, and, in case it be not of the prescribed 
quality, the Local Board are to pay to the consumers making 
the order the penalty of £20. The maximum price named is 
6s. 8d. per 1000 feet. Separate accounts are to be kept of 
the gas-works and water-works, and, if the funds of either be 
in excess of the amount required, the Local Board may 
advance the excess of the one fund to the other; they are 
further to be authorized to borrow on mortgage of the gas- 
works £15,000. A sinking-fund is to be set aside for the re- 
payment of the debt in 50 years, and any surplus of profits 


may be carried to the general district-fund of the Local Board. | 
Six Bills are promoted by new companies without works, | 


who apply for parliamentary powers, three of which purpose to | 
compete with existing companies. The first of these, in| 
alphabetical order, is the Bill of— 

The Abertillery Gas and Water Company, for supplying with | 
gas and water portions of the parish of Aberystruth, in the) 
county of Monmouth. The proposed capital of the company is| 
£8000, in shares of £10, with power to divide them into half 
shares. The company require to be authorized not only to| 
manufacture and supply gas, but to purchase and sell coal,’ 
lime, and slates, and to manufacture and sell bricks, pipes, and, 
tiles. ‘The price to be charged for 12-candle gas is 6s. per 
1000 feet. A notice of six hours is to be given before testing 
the gas, the purity of which is not specified. The quantity of, 
land required is 10 acres. 

The Chester Paraffin Light Company renew their application 
to Parliament for an Act to incorporate them a company for 
supplying ‘‘ paraffin light” in competition with the Chester Gas 
Company. The proposed capital of the company is £30,000, 
and land, specified in a schedule, is to be purchased by agree- 
ment for the erection of works. The clauses of the Bill are 
in all respects similar to those of an ordinary gas Bill. The 
illuminating power of the paraffin light is to be equal to 15, 
candles, and with respect to purity, “it shall, so far as from) 
‘time to time is reasonably practicable, be free from all delete- | 
“rious matters.” A notice of six hours is required before test- 
ing. The maximum price of the paraffin light is to be 3s. 6d. 
per 1000 feet. The prescribed rate of dividend when the price 
of the light is 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet is to be 8 per cent.; wher 
the general charge is reduced to 3s. 3d. the company may 
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divide 9 per cent., and when the price is reduced to 3s. per 
1000 feet the dividend may be 10 per cent. 

The Gillingham, Brompton, and Rainham Consumers Gas 
Company apply for parliamentary powers to compete with the 
existing company in the lighting of Chatham and Rochester. 
It is alleged in the preamble that the places proposed to be 
supplied with gas by the company are insufficiently lighted 
and are in need of an increased and improved supply of cheap 

as. It is, therefore, proposed to supply the district with 
14-candle gas for 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet. The public lamps 
may be supplied on the system of average meter indication, 
with one meter fixed to every twentieth lamp, but each lamp 
is to be provided with a self-acting pressure regulator. The 
charge for cleaning, lighting, extinguishing, and repairing the 
public lamps is to be 15s. per lamp. The gas is not to con- 
tain more than 20 grains of sulphur nor more than 5 grains of 
ammonia in 100 cubic feet. It is specified that in testing the 
gas for sulphur it shall be burned from a Leslie’s burner, at 
the rate of not more than 1 cubic foot per hour. The gas is 
to be tested without previous notice. The company also seek 
to be authorized to purchase or lease the undertaking and 
rights of the Rochester, Chatham, and Strood Gas Company, 
so far as they extend within any part of their proposed limits. 
The capital required, as regards the works of the company, is 
£20,000, to be divided in £10 shares; and a further sum of 
£30,000 should the works of the existing company be pur- 
chased ; with power to borrow one-third the amount of the 
capital raised. 

The object of the Lampeter, Liandyssil, Tregaron, and 
Aberayron Gas Bill is to incorporate a company for lighting 
certain places in the county of Cardigan not yet supplied 
with gas. The capital of the company is to be £8000, in 
shares of £5, and each subscriber may require that the 
amount subscribed by him shall be appropriated to the light- 
ing of such one of the towns within the company’s district as 
he shall specify. The illuminating power of the gas is to be 
equal to 10 candles, and the maximum price named for the 
first five years is 7s. 6d. per 1000 feet, to be reduced after- 
wards to 6s. 6d. 

The Risca and Pontymister Bill is for the incorporation 
of a company to light certain parishes in the county of Mon- 
mouth. The capital of the company is limited to £4000, and 
the priee for 12-candle gas is not to exceed 6s. per 1000 feet. 

The object of the Weymouth Consumers Gas Bill is to incor- 
porate the Weymouth Gas Consumers Company, Limited, 
formed last year to compete with the Weymouth and Mel- 
combe Regis Gas Company, the works of which it is proposed 
to purchase. The capital of the company is not to exceed 
£30,000, divided into £10 shares. The maximum price named 





for 14-candle gas is 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, and the gas is not 


to contain more than 20 grains of sulphur in 100 cubic feet. 
Six hours notice to be given before testing. 


A Bill is promoted by the Midland Railway Company for 
the purpose of confirming an agreement with the Derby Gas 
Company for the purchase and exchange of certain land and 
works. The agreement comprises 28 articles, by one of which 
it is provided that in case any difference should arise between 
the two companies with reference to any matters in the agree- 
ment, that it shall be referred to Mr. T. G. Barlow as sole 
arbitrator. 

Borrowing powers are applied for in all the Bills promoted 
by gas companies; the amount, when not otherwise stated, 
being one-fourth of the capital authorized. 








Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tue consideration of the mode in which the Government will 
propose to deal with the London gas companies in the Bill to 
be introduced for the amendment of the Metropolis Gas Act, 
continues to be an engrossing topic of interest. It is stated 
that the Government have requested the Metropolitan Board 
of Works to communicate to them the data on which the 
recommendation of a maximum price of 3s. 6d. per 1000 
feet, and an illuminating power of 18 candles, was founded 
in the resolutions of the Board on the 20th ult., and that a 
sub-committee has been appointed to prepare areply. We 
are not aware that the gas companies, as a body, have yet 
taken any action on those resolutions; but in the meantime a 
circular has been issued by the directors of the Imperial Com- 
pany to their shareholders, informing them of the attack 














intended to be made on their property in the ensuing session of 
Parliament, and pointing out the injustice of the proposition 
to compel the companies to supply gas of an illuminating power 
one-half higher and at a price 1s. per 1000 less than was 
fixed by the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860. In the circular of 
the directors a view is taken of the whole question from the 
time of the parliamentary inquiry. It states that in the last 
session of Parliament a select committee made a report on the 
operation of the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, to the effect, 
among other things, that under the Metropolis Gas Act the 
price of gas had been increased and its illuminating power 
diminished, while the dividends of the companies and the 
value of their shares had been enhanced; and that the 
Government had been induced on that report to give notice 
of a Bill in the next session for altering the provisions of the) 
Metropolis Gas Act. In the meanwhile the Metropolitan 
Board of Works, who had been consulted on the subject by 
the Government, and assumed to act on behalf of the general | 
consumers in London, had come to the following among other | 
resolutions, which they had communicated to the Board of | 

| 





Trade, viz. :—-That gas should hereafter be sold in London of 
an illuminating power measured by a standard equal to 18 
candles at 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet; and that the Board of 
Works should be authorized to buy up all gas undertakings in 
London, on payment of 6 per cent. per annum to the share- 
holders (who were now lawfully in receipt of 10 per cent.). 
The circular proceeds to state that so far from the Gas Act 
having increased the dividends or enhanced the value of the 
company’s shares, as stated in the report of the select com- 
mittee, the Imperial Gas Company had paid the maximam 
dividend authorized by their Act—viz., 10 per cent.—before 
the passing of that Act, and their shares were selling freely 
for £85 per share, at which price large investments were || 
made. They were also, previously to that Act, empowered 
to make up dividends of less amount than 10 per cent. out of 
surplus profits accruing in any year subsequent to the payment 
of such dividend, and during an unlimited period, but were 
restricted by the Act from doing so over a longer period than 
six years, while they were also subjected to various other re- 
strictions and conditions tending to a diminution of their profits. 
Moreover, so far from the company having increased the price 
of their gas since the passing of the Metropolis Act, they 
voluntarily reduced it in the year 1865 to the extent of 6d. 
per 1000 feet, being equivalent to £50,000 per annum, so soon 
as their revenue enabled them to do so, and the illuminating | 
power of their gas had invariably exceeded that required by | 
the Act. The price authorized by the Metropolis Gas Act was | 
4s. 6d. per 1000 feet of gas measured by 12 candles, and for 
gas equal to 20 candles 6s. per 1000 feet, being a difference | 
of 1s. 6d. for 8 candles, which prices were considered only 
sufficient to maintain the dividends of the companies as autho- 
rized by law. The proposal now was to reduce the price to 
3s. 6d. per 1000 feet, and to increase the illuminating power | 
by 6 candles, which might be assumed to be worth at least 1s. | 
additional, so that practically the effect of the resolutions, if! 
adopted by Parliament, would be to reduce the price of gas| 
now supplied by the company at 4s. per 1000 feet to 2s. 64d.,| 
and this at a time when the price of labour and materials was | 
yearly increasing. The price of 4s. just barely sufficed to pay| 
the authorized dividend ; and the directors were fully satisfied | 
that under no system of management could the works be! 
rendered more productive, though they fully admitted that, | 
as the operations were extended, the price at which they would, 
be enabled to sell gas without prejudice to the authorized divi- | 
dends might be hereafter gradually and progressively reduced. | 
Every reduction in price was of course taken exclusively from, 
profits, as the cost of manufacture remained the same; and, 

inasmuch as every reduction of 6d. per 1000 feet was equiva- | 
lent to nearly £50,000 per annum on the amount of gas sold | 
by the company, if the resolutions of the Board of Works’! 
should be adopted by Parliament, the directors did not hesitate || 
to state the dividends would be annihilated. They further stated | 
that, whereas the shares were selling at 85 before the passing 
of the Act, they were now selling at 70—not because they were 
intrinsically less valuable than they were in 1860, but solely on| 
account of the organized efforts of a section of the consumers 
to procure a reduction in the price of gas, wholly irrespective 
of the rights secured to the gas companies by the Acts of Par- 
liament on the faith of which their capitals had been subscribed. 
The maximum price of gas now generally charged in London 
was 4s. for common coal gas, and 5s. 6d. for cannel gas, in- 
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|| stead of 4s, 6d. and 6s., as authorized by the Metropolis Gas 
,Act ; and the reduction voluntarily effected by the companies 
|, Since that Act, in favour of the consumer, had amounted to no 
|| adopt these reduced charges as a maximum, and to increase 


the illuminating power of the common coal gas by 2 candles, 


which was the utmost they could do, if their dividends were to | 


| 
I' be maintained ; and they were already compelled to reduce 


| their charges to the public whenever their profits were more: 
They 
| 


than sufficient to maintain their authorized dividends. 
,had also consented to abide by any regulations with regard to 


"the purity of the gas supplied by them which might be required | 


'to be adopted by a scientific board appointed for the purpose ; 
and with these concessions on their part the select committee 
of last session expressed themselves satisfied, and stopped all 
further inquiry on the subject referred to them. 

The circular of the directors of the Imperial Company pre- 
/sents a clear statement of the case of the London gas com- 
panies, and of the position in which they would be placed by 
ithe adoption of the resolutions of the Board. It was, no 
doubt, intended to circulate more widely than among the 
shareholders of the company, and its general dissemination 
| would be of great use in undeceiving the public regarding the 
false representations which have been mischievously and 
i Senselessly made, as to the abuse by the London gas com- 
‘panies of the regulated monopoly conferred by the Metropolis 
;Gas Act. It is satisfactory to find, from the precaution ex- 
jhibited by the Government in calling on the Metropolitan 
Board to support their resolutions by facts, that they are not 
| disposed to adopt blindly the theories—nor to credit implicitly 
the representations—of the delegates from the vestries and 
district boards, and that they will require to have tangible 
evidence on which to found their proposed measure. It is 
unquestionable that an increase of the illuminating power of 
the gas from 12 candles to 18 cannot be made in London at a 
less increase of cost than 1s. 2d. per 1000 feet, even at the 
present prices of cannel coal ; and if a reduction in the price 
charged of 6d. per 1000 feet were made at the same time, the 
receipts would scarcely pay the expenses of manufacture and 
| distribution, without taking into account the loss on the dimi- 
nished consumption consequent on the improved quality of the 
gas, as an equal light would be obtained by burning a much 
smaller quantity. But supposing it to be otherwise, and that 
the companies could live and make a small profit on the terms 
suggested by the Board, where are the 600,000 tons per 
annum of cannel which would be required to supply London 
with 18-candle gas to be obtained? The whole of Lancashire 
does not produce annually much more than 500,000 tons, half 
of which is consumed in Liverpool and Manchester; and the 
consumption of the adjacent towns, of London, and the ex- 
portation to foreign countries absorb the other half. The 
price near the pits has risen gradually within a few years from 
12s. to 15s. per ton, and the principal collieries are now amal- 
gamated into one company, who can regulate the price accord- 
ing to the demand at pleasure. It is, therefore, hopeless to 
expect to obtain a considerably increased supply of cannel from 
Lancashire. The Scotch cannel coal-fields are all of very limited 
extent, and the greatly increased local demand has caused a 
rise in price of 1s. per ton within a few weeks. The renowned 
Boghead is almost exhausted, and all the owners of the 
better class of cannels are overwhelmed with orders. Several 
of the Scotch gas companies have been compelled, in conse- 
quence of this advance in the price of cannel, to raise their 
prices. In Edinburgh gas is charged 5d. per 1000 feet more 
than towards the close of last year; and the price of cannel 
gas in Perth is now 6s. 8d. per 1000 feet. Under these cir- 
cumstances, the adoption of the resolution to compel the me- 
tropolitan gas companies to increase the illuminating power of 
their gas 50 per cent. above the present standard—which 
could only be done by a much more extensive use of cannel 
coal—and at the same time to reduce the maximum price to 
3s. 6d., would amount to a confiscation of the whole of their 
property; and the proposition of the Metropolitan Board of 
Works, to give them 6 per cent. annuities in exchange for 10 
per cent. dividends—extortionate as it is—becomes merciful, 
and even liberal, in comparison. But neither of those schemes 
for dealing unjustly with the London gas companies has, in our 
opinion, the remotest chance of being adopted by the House of 
Commons, a large portion of whose members have invested 
capital on the faith of parliamentary guarantees; nor can we 
pelieve that such a project for the confiscation of property 











Jess than £200,000 per annum. The companies had agreed to | 


| would be sanctioned by the House of Lords. The holders of 
| metropolitan gas property ought to have more confidence in 
, the justice of Parliament than to suppose such a gross breach 
of faith would be permitted. Timid proprietors, by throwing 
| their shares on the market, act just as their warst enemies 
| desire. They create a panic, under the influence of which the 
value of their property becomes recklessly deteriorated. The 
| Imperial Company’s shares have been forced from £80, at 
which they stood a year ago, down to £65; the shares of the 
Phoenix Company have fallen from £32 to £22; and the shares 
of the other companies have fallen proportionately. This, 
therefore, is the time to invest money in the shares of the 
London gas companies. Should it te the determination of 
Parliament that the gas supply of London be consolidated in 
the hands of the Metropolitan Board of Works and the Com- 
missioners of Sewers, the terms of transfer will at least be the 
average market value of the shares during the last year. 
Indeed, in one of the Bills to be introduced next session, pro- 
moted by a Local Board for the purchase of gas-works, the 
terms proposed are the grant of annuities of equal amount to 
the prescribed dividends of the company. The impolicy as 
well as the injustice of breaking faith with those who have 
invested their money on the guarantee of Acts of Parliament is 
well stated in the Saturday Review of the 5th inst., from which 
we have much pleasure in quoting the following remarks :— 


The anxious owner of a few hundreds of p pane my who shrinks from rail- 
ways almost as nervously as from banks and credit companies, has hitherto 
cherished a legitimate preference for the unambitious trade of supplying 
gas. In London, at least, all the conditions of the investment were pre- 
scribed by recent Acts of Parliament, and as the maximum dividend allowed 
by law had generally been attained, the shareholder consoled himself for 
the impossibility of increase by the belief that he had purchased an ap- 
proximately fixed income. It was no business of his to inquire whether the 
streets were effectually lighted, for the illuminating Fray’ was regulated by 
law; while the number of lamp-posts to be supplied at the legal price de- 
nded on the judgment and liberality of the local authorities. Unluckily 
‘or the gas proprietor’s security and peace of mind, gas became a subject of 
parochial agitation and parliamentary i One great company was 
about to extend its works in the neighbourhood of an episcopal palace, and 
consequently nine bishops, totally ignorant of the merits of the case, and 
superior to secular considerations of propriety, made their unaccustomed 
appearance in the House of Lords to defeat the Bill. A parliamentary com- 
mittee of last year, having received detailed evidence from the opponents of 
the companies, after intimating their opinion that an answer was not 
required, reported against the side which had not been heard. The agita- 
tion of two years has reduced the value of the property of the gas com- 
panies by at least 2 millions. The Metropolitan Board of Works has lately 
passed a resolution which would reduce the maximem dividend from 10 to 
6 per cent., and confiscate a proportionate amount of the capital invested in 
the trade. Yet the higher limit had been deliberately fixed by Parliament 
with full knowledge of all the circumstances, and all calculations have been 
founded on the implied bargain. One of the numerous disadvantages of 
joint-stock trading is the risk of interference which attends unavoidable 
publicity. The great bulk of the community can only participate in com- 
mercial profits by holding stock in trading companies, and it is not their 
interest to diminish the opportunity of convenient and profitable invest- 
ments by encouraging the popular clamour against incorporated capital. 
Every breach of faith with a company which has, at its own risk, supplied 
some general want adds to the price of future contracts on the public behalf. 
If the electric telegraphs were to be compulsorily purchased by the Govern- 
ment at less than their value, it would be difficult to collect funds for similar 
experiments, 


The disastrous occurrence in Clerkenwell, by which several 
persons were killed, led necessarily to an inquiry into its cause, 
before the coroner, and the proceedings at the inquest are fully 
reported in another part of our present number. The verdict 
of the jury attributes the fall of the two houses to an explosion 
caused by the escape of gas from a defective service-pipe of 
the Chartered Company ; and they added that ‘‘ the company 
‘* were aware that that service had not been renewed for many 
*“* years, and we are of opinion that the company, knowing 
‘* this, should have given special instructions to their servants 
“ to thoroughly examine the whole of the services, including 
‘all pipes as far as the meter.” Notwithstanding that ver- 
dict, there continues to be a strong opinion entertained by the 
officers of the company that the service-pipes were perfectly 
sound at the time of the accident, and that the explosion of, 
gas was subsequent to the fall of the first house, which fractured 
the pipes, and thereby caused the escape of gas. The coroner's 
jury have, however, thrown the responsibility, so far as they 
can, on the gas company, and it must be admitted that the 
balance of evidence was in support of the assumption that the 
explosion of gas occurred before the houses fell. Whichever 
view of the case be adopted, there is sufficient to prove that 
more caution is required in connecting services than has hitherto 
been considered necessary. It appears, from the evidence of 
the service-layer, that it has not been the practice to insist on 
examining the pipes within a house after a new service-pipe 
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has been attached from the main to the meter; and that, in 
the case in question, having been refused admission into the 
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cellar through which the service-pipe was continued from the 
street, he went away without inspecting it, being satisfied that 
all was right by lighting the gas at the burner. It is possible 
that, in connecting the new service with the old one, some 
fracture might have occurred by twisting the pipe in that part 
which passed through the cellar, and that the gas might have 
accumulated there to the point of explosion without having 
been at first detected by the smell. It will be a caution for 
the future not to neglect, on any pretext, to examine all 
service-pipes through their whole lengths, when any alterations 
or repairs have been effected. As it is attempted also to make 
gas companies responsible for the state of the services from 
the main to the meters, it will become necessary that all the 
pipes should be supplied by them, at stated prices, and should 
be under their control. 

The recently severe weather has taxed the vigilance of the 
managers of gas-works to the utmost. A large gasholder of 
the Crystal Palace District Company capsized by the unusual 
| pressure of the snow on the top, which threw it out of balance. 
Several other companies have had the guide-wheel carriages of 
their gasholders broken from a similar cause, and with all 
telescope gasholders the usual difficulty during a frost has been 
encountered of preventing the water in the hydraulic lutes from 
freezing. But the most extraordinary accident that we have 
heard of occurred in the City on Wednesday, about noon. The 
whole of the Chartered Company’s mains in the Poultry, 
| Senaion House Street, and Charlotte Row, became suddenly 
filled with water, causing great inconveniece to the consumers, 
who were compelled to resort to candles, and the public lamps 
could not be lighted. The Great Central Company, with much 
promptitude and liberality, allowed the services to be connected 
with their mains, or the Chartered Company’s customers in 
the district would have continued without a supply of gas. 
Where the water obtained access to the mains has not been 
\discovered. On Thursday afternoon it ceased to flow, there- 
\fore the search was delayed, as it could not be ascertained from 
| which of four directions the water was coming. About 300 vards 

of 7 and 8-inch mains were water-logged. 
| The Newcastle-upon-Tyne Gas Company have been again 

convicted of supplying gas containing more than the tolerated 
{| quantity of 15 grains of sulphur in 100 cubic feet. We have 
| hitherto refrained from alluding to the rumours current re- 
|} Specting a cleverly contrived fraud practised on Dr. Letheby, 
when he tested the gas for sulphur, and reported that it con- 
tained only 4°93 grains in 100 cubic feet—an unexampled 
degree of purity, attributed at the time to the excellence of the 
Townley Main coal, but which further experience has not con- 
\firmed. The quantity proved to be present, and upon which 
the conviction is founded, was 20°71 grains in iCO cubic feet. 
The Newcastle and Durham coalowners have again advanced 
the price of their gas coals 6d. per ton, with the prospect of a 
further advance taking place at an early date. This advance 
makes Is. 6d. per ton in less than a year, equivalent to an in- 
crease of 2d. per 1000 feet in the cost of 12-candle gas, as the 
value of the products have remained stationary. 
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RWegtster of New Patents. 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 


58.—Wi1u1aM Tuomas Suce, of Vincent Works, Vincent Street, in the 
city of Westminster, for ‘‘ Improvements in valves, and in apparatus 
used for storing, supplying, and consuming gas.” Jan. 9, 1867. 

64.—Lewis Hann, of 22, Coleman Street, in the City of London, 
attorney-at-law, for ** Refining and making benzole and other hydro- 
carbon liquids non-explosive, and of generating an illuminating gas there- 
from which when treated or compounded and refined is called ‘the patent 
gas oil.””” A communication. Jan. 10, 1867. 

69.—Epwarp Tuomas Hugues, of the firm of Hughes and Son, patent 
agents, 123, Chancery Lane, London, for “4A new or improved differen- 
tial pump for pumping and discharging varying quantities of liquid and 
producing varying pressure.”” A communication. Jan. 11, 1867. 

73.—Freperick Joun Evans, of the Chartered Gas- Works, in the city 
of Westminster, for “ Improvements in the manufacture of illuminating 
gas.” Jan. 11, 1867. 

109.—Joun Coxvixt, of 39, Rue de l’Echiquier, Paris, in the empire of 
France, civil engineer, for “‘ Certain improvements in meters for gas and 
liquids, such improved meters being also applicable as a motive power.” 
A communication, Jan. 16, 1867. 

119.—Enrnsr Siivern, of Halle, in the kingdom of Prussia, architect, for 
“A new method to purify the dirty water flowing from sugar Sactories, 
and other industriab establishments.” Jan. 17, 1867. 








GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 


3105.—Wituiam Ricarp Muppiemore Tuomson, of 20, Buchanan 
Street, in the city of Glasgow and co. of Lanark, N.B., engineer and 


—— 











patent agent, for “‘ Improvements in the modes of cutting metal tubes or 
pipes, and in the machinery or tools employed for these and other analo- 
gous purposes.” Partly a communication. Nov. 26, 1866. 

3275.—James Tatuot Kent, of Norden Corfe Castle, in the co. of 
Dorset, for ‘Improvements in taps or cocks for drawing off liquids.” 
Dec. 13, 1866. 

3308.—Wix11aM Ciark, of 53, Chancery Lane, in the co, of Middlesex, 
engineer and patent agent, for “ Improvements in carburetters.” A 
communication. Dec. 15, 1866. 

3336.—MicuaEL Henny, of 68, Fleet Strret, in the City of London, 
patent agent, for “ Improvements in centrifugal pumps, and in the joints 
or junctions of pipes and tubes.” A communication. Dec, 19, 1866. 

3345.—Davip ALLan Granaw, of the city and co. of Perth, N.B., engi- 
neer, for “‘ Improvements in the construction of steam and water traps 
and in the floats and valves for the same; also to some extent applicable | 
to other fluid-regulating vessels for controlling the flow of the fluids passing | 
through them.” Dec. 20, 1866. 

3401.—Witu1aM Brapsurn, of Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, in the co. 
of Stafford, artificial manure manufacturer, for ‘*‘ Jmprovements in 
treating excrementitious matters and other refuse matters for the purpose 
of obtaining valuable products therefrom, and in apparatus to be employed 
Jor that purpose.”” Dec. 28, 1866, 

3405.—Witi1aM Crark, of 53, Chancery Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, 
engineer and patent agent, for ‘‘ Improvements in valves.” A commu- 
nication. Dec. 28, 1866. 

3409.—Wittiam Henry Cutter, of Eton, in the co. of Bucks, civil 
engineer, and Tuomas Brown, of Grove Villas, Victoria Park, in the 
co. of Middlesex, civil engineer, for ‘* Jiprovements in cocks for stop- 
ping and regulating the flow of steam, water, and other fluids.” Dec. 
28, 1866. 

3424.—Cuartes Harrison, of the city of Manchester, in the co. of | 
Lancaster, machinist, for ‘‘ Improvements in cocks or valves.” Dec. 
29, 1866. 

3448.— Wittram Crark, of 53, Chancery Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, 
engineer and patent agent, for ‘* Improvements in the manufacture of 
hydrogen gas and in apparatus for the same, also in the application of the | 
said gas for lighting and heating and as a motive power.” A communi- 
cation. Dec. 31, 1866. 





| 

—— | 

INVENTION PROTECTED FOR SIX MONTHS BY THE 

DEPOSIT OF A COMPLETE SPECIFICATION. | 

3371.—Witx1aM Crark, of 53, Chancery Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, 
engineer and patent agent, for *“* Improvements in apparatus for pro-| 
ducing a draught in furnaces, and for purifying the smoke therefrom,” 
A communication. (Complete specification.) Dec. 21, 1866, 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. 


2088.—Rosert James Wortn, of Stockton-on-Tees, in the co. of Dur- 
ham, for ‘* Certain improvements in direct-acting steam-pumps,” Aug. 
15, 1866. 

2218.—Roxzert Irvinz, of Magdalen Bridge, near Musselborough, in the 
co. of Mid Lothian, N.B., for ‘ Improvements in treating and purifying 
water.” Aug. 28, 1866. 

2280.—James Wuson, of Royal Exchange Buildings, in the City of 
London, civil engineer, for “‘ Improvements in street gas-lamps.”” Sept. 
5, 1866. 

2301.—Co.teman Derntrs, of the firm of Jonas Defries and Son, of 147, 
Houndsditch, in the City of London, manufacturer, for ‘An improved 
Jloat-light.” Sept. 7, 1866. 

2315.—F reperick Warner, of Jewin Crescent, Cripplegate, in the City 
of London, Witt1am Stewart, of Carthusian Street, also in the City 
of London, and Gzorce Wiiu1amM Barser, of King Street, Southsea, | 
in the co. of Hants, for ‘** Improvements in water-closets, and in valves | 
and regulating apparatus for the same, and other purposes.” Sept, 
8, 1866. 

2346.—Tuomas WuEELuHouseE, of 27, Mary Strect, Strangeways, in the 
city of Manchester, dyer, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for sanitary 
purposes.” Sept. 12, 1866. 

2415.—AnIsTIDE BattHazarD Bérvarp, civil engineer, Knight of the 
Legion of Honour, of 51, Avenue Montaigne, Paris, France, for “‘ Jm- 
provements in the manufacture of steel, and in the apparatus employed 
therefor, parts of which improvements and apparatus are also applicable | 
to the production of gas for heating purposes.”’ Sept. 20, 1866. 

2485.—Joun Henry Jounson, of 47, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, in the co. of 
Middlesex, gentleman, for ‘* Jmprovements in taps or cocks for water and | 
other fluids.” Acommunication. Sept. 26, 1866. | 

2558.—Dayip Henry Savi and Henry Prirriz Armstrong, both of 
Islington, in the co. of Middlesex, gentlemen, for *‘ Jmprovements in 
means or apparatus employed in carburettirg gas.” Oct. 4, 1866. 





PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 


BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAB. 
3023.—Wi111am Witson, “ Jinprovements in generating gas for illumi- 
nating and other purposes, when made by passing atmospheric air over or 
through volatile oils, and treating such gas and the gas made from coal or 
cannel after leaving the generators, so as to improve the heating and illu- 
minating gualities thereof, and in the apparatus for effecting the same.” 
Dee. 2, 1863. 

3029.—Henrx Horprece, “ Improvements in the process and manner of | 
wnaking gas for illuminating, heating, and other purposes, a part of 
which may also be applied to the production of metallic oxides.” Dec. 
2, 1863. 

3042.—Davip Hutert, “ Jimprovements in gas-stoves for heating irons 
and other purposes, and in the construction of irons to be heated and 
used therewith.” Dec. 3, 1863. 

3046.—Jonn Rospins, “ Improved methods of obtaining oxygen gas.” 
Dec. 4, 1863, 
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Legal intelltgence. 


COURT OF EXCHEQUER. 
GuILpHALL, WepngspDAY, Dec. 19. 
(Before Lord Chief Baron Kewry and a Special Jury.) 
WARD ¥. THE GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 
(Continued from page 14.) 

Evidence for the defence was called this morning. The first witness 

called was— 
. Mr. John Sewell, formerly an inspector in the service of the Gaslight 
and Coke Company. His evidence, which was a repetition of that given 
by him on the former trial, was, in effect, that on the billiard-room being 
vacated by Roberts, in March, 1864, he took the state of the 50-light meter, 
the register of which then indicated a consumption of 541,500 cubic feet; 
that the gas was then turned off at the main-tap, and tow placed in the 
inlet of the meter: that on two subsequent occasions before leaving the 
company’s service in the following July, he examined the meter, and found 
the indication of consumption the same, and that during his 30 years 
experience it had been a customary thing to use bungs for stopping pipes 
when the supply of gas was only intended to be temporarily discontinued, 
which mode of stopping was perfectly safe. At the time the supply through 
the 50-light meter was discontinued he also stopped off the 100-light meter 
with tow, as there was then no tenant in the house to pay for any gas that 
might be used, 

Mr, Hawxtys put in a contract made by Bloom on the 30th of Sept., 

1864, with the defendants for a supply of gas through the 100-light meter, 
on which a deposit of £5 was paid to them by him. 
Mr. W. H. Cazally, the successor of Sewell as the company’s inspector in 
the district of Saville House, was next examined. His evidence wasa repe- 
tition of that already reported in the proceedings on the last trial, with 
reference. to what took place on the day of the fire, and as to the custom 
in making temporary stoppings of service-pipes with bungs, He said no 
pressure of gas that could be put on by the company would force a bung 
out if properly inserted. Plugs or caps were used in cases where it was 
not intended to give a further supply of gas, or if the stoppage had to be 
made underground. Both modes were safe for the purpose intended. A 
cap could be taken off a pipe as easy or perhaps easier than a bung could 
be extracted. It did not require a pair of pincers; « tap or two with a 
hammer would sufficiently loosen it to enable a person to take it off with 
his hands. He stated distinctly that his object in removing the 50-light 
meter was not because it was out of order, but because he had discovered 
the surreptitious use of gas through it, anc desired to have authority from 
his superior officer before allowing Bloom to have a further supply. He 
did not tell Larven or Bloom what his object was, but he told Larven, in 
Bloom's presence, that the meter had been taken down and that they could 
not burn gas. He understood Larven to say that he had explained this to 
Bloom. He did not say one word to Larven about having connected the 
pipes. When the contract for the 100-light meter was made, in September, 
he had no suspicion of an unfair consumption going on, and knowing 
that the 50-light meter had been stopped with tow he did not examine it. 
He supposed at that time and down to the following February that all 
the supply to the house was from the 100-light meter. He could not have 
used a cap upon the end of the lead pipe which went into the orifice of the 
meter, nor could a plug have been used there, because there was no screw- 
thread inside the pipe. It was not possible, from the position of the junc- 
tion of the lead pipe with the iron pipe, to put a cap on there, because that 
junction was behind the shelf on which the meter stood, and the pipe from 
there to the main-tap helow was close to the wall, covered over with canvas 
and paper and varnished, so that it would have been necessary to deface the 
building in order to get at the pipe. The tap itself was entirely hidden, 
with the exception of the handle. 

Lord Chief Baron Key said he thought it was unfortunate that this 
suggestion was not elicited when the plaintiff’s case was proceeding, so 
that their witnesses might have explained where the cap could have been 
placed. As far as this point became important, it must be cleared up, 
because a number of individuals of great experience and ability had stated 
that it could be done and ought to have been done. 

Mr. Hawkiys remarked that not one of those ‘witnesses had seen the 








a'e. 
t Lord Chief Baron Krtry said that was just what he felt, and it was a 
pity their attention had not been called to the nature and character of that 
part of the premises, so that they might have indicated upon what part of 
the pip2 in their opinion the cap could have been placed. 

The Soxiciror-GENERAL observed that nothing had been said before 
about the pipe being covered with canvas and paper. This matter came 
upon him quite by surprise. 

Lord Chief Baron Kitty: There is no question about’ the orifice, which 
the witnesses say should have been stopped up by-a cap and not by a bung. 
Mr. CoteripGe: I do not understand any of the witnesses to say that a 
cap should have been put where our bung was, but where the union was. 
Lord Chief Baron Ketty: Upon that again no question was raised. 
However, if necessary, we must ask the witnesses what they meant. 

Mr. Poetiock: Our first witness, Beach, said—“If the gas is not to be 
used again we take away the union, and-on the tap we screw an iron cap.” 
Witness, in answer -to a juror, said a cap could not have been put on the 
junction of the lead with the iron pipe, without the shelf on which the meter 
stood had been taken down. 

Lord Chief Baron Ketty said if there should’ be any question arise as to 
who should recall a witness on the plaintiff’s side, he should think it right to 
do so himself, to ascertain what his evidence meant. There might be con+ 
tradictions as to matters of fact, but it was impossible to suppose that 
witnesses of the respectability of those called by the plaintiff snould have 
purposely misled them; at all events the jury ought to have the opportunity 
of Knowing what they meant. 

Mr. Thos. Parneli was recalled on the suggestion of the foreman of the 
ury. 

: Lord Chief Baron Ketty: You gave evidence yesterday, and I think the 
substance of your evidence was that, when this meter had been discon- 
nected, and the connexion broken between the two pipes—the inlet and 
the outlet pipe—the proper way to cut off the gas and to prevent its 
eserpe, particularly if it was not contemplated to recommence the supply 
within a short time, was by means of a cap. 

Witness: Yes, my lord. 


Witness: On the nose of the main-tap, where the socket goes’on to the 
end of the main-tap. 

In answer to further questions by the SoLtciToR-GENERAL and the jury, 
Witness said he could see no difficulty in placing the cap upon the end of 
the iron pipe which terminated behind the shelf. It would only have been 
necessary to unscrew aud take away half of the union, or the board might 
have been knocked away; but as this would not be so easy, he should pre- 
fer to have taken away. the pipe down to the nozzle of the tap, and put the 
cap on there. He had not seen the place before the fire. 

Mr. Henry Downs, the assistant to Cazally in removing the meter, was 
then called, and corroborated the former witness in his account of what 
was done at Saville House on the day of the fire: He swore positively that 
when shown by Rose a number of bungs on a shelf in the cellar, he selected 
three, with two of which he stopped the orifices of the meter, and with the 
other the inlet-pipe. This last, he said, was well coated with grease and 
white lead, forced into the pipe as firmly as possible with his hand, then 
driven inside with his hammer to the extent of the eighth of an inch, and 
the surface to the level of the edge of the pipe filled up with white lead. 
Previous to this the gas was turned off at the tap, but in order to test the| 
soundness of the bung the gas was again turned on, and he applied a flame 
to the end of the pipe. Not a word was said to any one in the house that a | 
connecting pipe was to be used, but Cazally informed Bloom, through | 
Larven, that the meter had been taken down, the gas properly stopped off, | 
and that they could not use it. Witness had been in the gas-fitting trade | 
ever since he was able to work, and had been in the habit of using bungs | 
for stopping pipes in this way; he had never known the slightest-inconve- | | 
nience to arise from it. 1 

In cross-examination by the So.tctror-GENERAL, he said that when he’ | 
came down the steps, after removing the meter and stopping the pipe, | 
he saw that the cock was turned off, and the key of it was put down in | 
the corner by Cazally, just behind the rising pipe on the ground. | 

| 








Mr. Wm. Hermann Schultz, examined by Mr. CoLeripGer. 

I was a waiter at Saville House when Bloom was there. I had not known 
Bloom before. At the time I knew him the business was not good, and [!! 
remarked once or twice that he had a difficulty in getting things supplied || 
to him, unless they were paid for at the time. I know his handwriting, | | 
All the papers handed to me are signed by him. I recollect his letting the’ | 
billiard-room for the exhibition of a fat woman; that was from the 10th to} | 














the 20th of December, and from Christmas to the new year. I do not}! 
know whether the person to whoin he let the room was named Pulman. __ || 
Mr. CotertpcE : I have here several receipts, signed by Bloom, for the! 
rent for this exhibition. | 
The So.iciror-GENERAL: I cannot see myself what the fact of Bloom) 
having let this room has to do with the case. 
Mr. CoLerinGE: I propose to show that part of the letting of the billiard- 
room was a charge of 10s. for the use of the gas. , | 
Lord Chief Baron Kexty: Strictly speaking. that is not evidence. I¢ ‘| 
amounts simply to this, that the two persons were parties to the writing. || 
That would be evidence of the one paying and theother receiving payment | | 
for the gas-rent; you surely can hardly want that to prove that the gas |} 
was used ? {| 
The Sorictror-GENERAL: Iam much obliged to my friend for showing | 
that the gas was used, I have already proved it over and over again, only. | | 
I could not bring it down beyond the 10th of December. {| 
Examination continued: I recollect the German club being held at’: | 
Saville House. They met on the first floor, and the room was lighted with | 
gas when they were there. || 
Cross-examined by the SoLiciror-GENERAL: I was with Bloom from the | 
24th of November until the fire. The billiard-room was used befora 
the exhibition. Soon after then a billiard-table was put in, and the room 
was used asa billiard and dining-room. Passing along the passage you || 
could see the lights in the billiard-room. All through the winter the outer! | 
passage as well as the back was lighted with gas. The first fortnight I was | 
there, I used to light the gas if it was not lighted when I came in the even- || 
ing. I did not turn it on at the meter behind the door; the gas was always || 
on. I have seen Bloom since the fire ; the last time I saw him was 15 or | 
16 months ago. He is a German, and, as far as I know, he has now no place of 
business in England. | 
Re-exaimined by Mr. CoceripGE: Mrs. Bloom is here. I saw her yester-— 
day and to day. I was here at the last trial. Mrs. Bloom was then exam- || 
ined as a. witness for the plaintiff. | 
Mr. James Faraday, examined by Mr. HANNEN. 
I am a member of the firm of Faraday and Son, gas engineers, || 





Berners Street, Oxford Street. We have a considerable business in! 
London. We supply the Atheneum, United Service, and various other | 
clubs. When it is desired to cut off the supply of gas through aj| 
ipe, it is quite usual to use a bung for a temporary purpose. That || 
SS been always the case since I have had experience in the trade.|| 
It is usual to put white lead and grease round it, and supposing it is || 
done properly no gas can pass through the bung. There is no difficulty in | | 
a skilled workman doing that; it is ordinarily done,and I have never found 1 
any inconvenience whatever resulting from it. There is no pretence for || 
saying that gas can get through the pores of a bung, unless it is an imper- | 
fect and unsound one. Supposing acap or a bung be not disturbed, the one || 
is as efficient as the other, but if the gas is to be cut off for a permanency, 
a cap should be used, as a bung might be disturbed in the course of time. || 
Cross-examined by the SoLiciror-GENERAL: I do the gas-fittings for | 
the Atheneum. We use corks there when necessary. 
The Soriciror-GENERAL: Was it during the time you were gas-fitters | 
there that all the bookbindings in the library were destroyed ? 1} 
Witness : 1 think it very likely. I} 
The Soriciror-GENERAL: At the time you were using corks? i 
Witness: Very likely. 1} 
The Soricrror-GENERAL:; I suppose the gas got through the corks? =| 
Witness: Not in that case. || 
‘The Sortcrror-GENERAL: The books have been rebound since, and 1|| 
hope they have not been suffering injury again; but perkaps you have uot), 
put in corks since the books were rebound? 1 
Witness : | think we may have done so—it is very likely. 
The Sorictror-GENERAL: Now, these pipes you speak of at the Atheneum 
are small delivery- pipes? 
Witness; Yes. 
The Sortcrror-GRNERAL: And they are stopped with phial corks? 
Witness: Sometimes, if small pipes. | 
The SoricrroR-GENERAL: Is that done generally when the men are at 
work during. the day? 
Witness: Yes. 


} 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 











Lord Chief Baron Ketiy: Will you be good enough to explain to the 
jury where you would have applied that cap? 











The Soxicrror-GENERAL: Have you left a phial cork in all night? 
Witness: Vf for'a temporary purpose. I 


—————$ 
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delivery-pipe, delivering enough gas for 50 or 100 lights, and were going to | 
do that for an indefinite time, do you put on a cap? 

Witness: Yes. 

Cross-examination continued: A cap is more difficnlt to get off; it re- 


ractically, you can screw a cap on so tight that it cannot be removed 
without a pair of tongs, and by a skilled workman. 

Re-examined by. Mr. HANNEN: The damage to the books at the Athenzum 
had nothing to do with the use of corks; it arose from the products of com- 





The SoLactror-GENERAL: Supposing you were going to cut off a large | 


uires the use of a pair of tongs or a hammer to jar the thread with. | 





bustion of the gas. If a person is disposed to obtain a supply of gas sur- 
lreptitiously, there is no greater difficulty in removing a cap than a bung. 


‘escape of gas as the other. 
Mr. James Mackenzie, examined by Mr. Hawk1ss. 

I am the managing partner in the firm of Strode and Co., gas-fitters. St: 
|Martins-le-Grand. : 

jconnected with the trade all my working life. 


\efficient mode of preventing the escape of gas, as long as it remains undis- 
turbed. 
judgment, it is a reasonable and proper mode of fastening the end of the 
jinlet-pipe. If 1 hada suspicion that any one would interfere with it, I 
\should take extra precautions—I should use both the bung and the cap, but 
as far as preventing the escape of gas goes, a cork would be quite sufficient. 

Cross-examined by the Sotictror-GreneraL: The turning off of the gas 
lat the cock would be sufficient, independent of the cork; that is an extra 
precaution. 

Re-examined by Mr. Hawkins: Assuming that the cork is sound, and is 
hammered in with white lead and grease, no pressure that the gas company 
jcould give would blow it out—it is perfectly impossible. I could knock a 
ecrk in with my hand which uo pressure the company could apply would 
\force out. J should consider it a perfectly safe mode of stoppage, if no one 
took the trouble to interfere with it. 

Mr. James Slater, examined by Mr. CoLentnGe. 


| Iam a gas-fitter, carrying on business in Denmark Strect, Soho, and have 
\been for 45 years in business as such. I have been acquainted with the 
{mode adopted for stopping the ends of gas-pipes ever since [ was 14 years 
lofage. If I were carrying my tools on my back, as a workman, I should 
use a cap, as it would be the readiest mode of doing it, and if not, I should 
put in a cork and make it perfectly secure. As far as the interruption of the 
flow of gas goes, a bung is quite as eificient as a cap. No pressure of gas 
i ipes would drive it out. 
samined by the Sottcrror-Grenerat: The use of caps is perfectly 
well known. I have been acquainted with it from the time 1 was 20 years 
old. 

The Soriciron-GENERAL: But has it been your practice, when you are 
stopping a pipe for an indefinite period, to use a cap? 

Witness: Livery establishment, perhaps, has different rules. My con- 
nexion is chiefly umongst the nobility, and we are very careful, and take 
every precaution. If there were caps in the basket, we should use them. 








The Soricrror-GeNERAL; Then if it is a nobleman’s house you put on a 
cap, and if it is not you putin a bung. 

Mr. CoLertpceE: That only shows a proper respect for the nobility. 
is the one as safe as the other? 

Witness: Equally safe. I have been in the habit of using bungs constantly 
for years, and never met with any disaster from it. 

Lord Ohief Baron Ketty: For what length of time would you say the one 
was as safe as the other? 

Witness : For six months—I have no hesitation in saying sc. 


Dr. Letheby, examined by Mr. HANNEN. 


| Tam the sanitary officer and gas analyst of the City of London. I have 
|had to examine and report upon the mechanism connected with the suppiy 
of gas by the principal gas companies in London, and throughout England 
jvery frequently. Supposing a bung to be put into such a pipe as described, 
} |no pressure of gas would drive it out unless the bung would, so to speak, 
jcome out of itself. 

| Lord Chief Baron Ketty: I do not think the question need be put. I 
have not heard a word of cross-examination upon it. 

| The Soricrror-GENERAL: My learned friend may assume that I shall 
jnot say the gas forced it out. I shall say, by-and-by, that it was never in. 

Lord Chief Baron Kevty: We had better not enter into a conflict as to 
what will be said by the Solicitor-General. No witnesses have said that the 
bung would be forced out by the pressure of the gas. 

Examination continued: Assuming the bung to be put into a pip® 
of this kind, coated with white lead, and firmly fixed in, the passage of the 
gas would be effectually prevented. It is a common practice, even in out 
most delicate experiments, to use a cork in place of a cap; we find it better. 
It is better from the fact that it more closely fits than acap. ‘The worm of 
a cap does not always do so, and requires a good deal of white lead to fill it 
up. The cap, unless it has a washer at the top of it, never presses tightly 
on the top of the pipe; therefore, to my mind, a cap is considerably less safe 
thana bung. The efficiency of the cap depends upon the accuracy of the 
fit of the worm, whereas a bung will accommodate itself to the orifice of the 
pipe. A bung, too, will support a pressure of many feet of water upon it, 
which a cap would not; therefore, absolutely, it is safer, and for all our 


But 


of leakage, we invariably use a cork. 

Mr. HanNEN: Therefore, in your judgment, if a bung were placed in an 
orifice, and left there for six months, would there be the least passage of 
gas? 

_ Witness: No; if the bung were dry when putin. The only possibility 
is that the bung might be damp when put in, and shrink up. 

Mr. HanneN: Is there any pretence to say the gas would pass through 
the pores of the bung? 

ttness: No; not with white lead. 

Mr. HANNEN: Or that it will corrode the bung? 

Witness : Oh dear, no; gas has no action upon cork. 

Mr. Henry John Lewis, examined by Mr. CoLeninGe. 


Iam a member of the firm of Lewis Brothers, carrying on business in 
Marsham Street, Westminster. I have been a gas-fitter for 30 years, in a 
large way. I am acquainted with the mode of stopping the ends of pipes 
such as this, when it is necessary to detach a meter for any purpose. I 
have had a great deal of practice in that way. I should use a bung with a 
layer of white lead on the outside, which would make it perfectly secure. I 
should put on a cap if the people were going away from the house, and the 








|While the two are left untouched, the one is as safe 1 mode of stopping the | 


| not one of a size to fit the-pipe. 
| cap on, as in this case. 


We are in a very large way of business. I have been | 
When a meter is removed | 
|for a temporary purpose, I think nine gas-fitters out of ten would stop up | 
\the orifice of the inlet service-pipe with a bung or cork, which is a perfectly | 


I have adopted it many hundreds of times myself, and, in my | 


delicate experiments, when it is importaut to guard against the possibility | 














gas was not required again, but for temporary purposes I should use a 
bung. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Mantsty: I did it about three weeks ago. I took 
down a 60-light meter and a 30-light meter, and stopped the inlet-pipes in 
both cases with bungs; and I can remember many other times in which I 
have done it. I have taken a cork out of a }-inch pipe passing through a 
ceiling which had been in their for four years. 

Mr. Charles Dimes, examined by Mr. HANNEN. 

I am a gas-fitter, in Rupert Street, Haymarket, and have been in business 
several years. I was acquainted with a great portion of the fittings of 
Saville House. I have frequently used a bung when disconnecting for tem- 
porary purposes, aud have, always found it perfectly effectual. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Manisty: We-use caps, but sometimes we have 





Sometimes it is not convenient to put a 
I knew the meter, and where it stood in the pas- 
sage, and that you would have to pull down the partition to get on a cap. 

Re-examined by Mr. HANNEN: It would have been necessary in this case 
to pull down the tenant's property, which he would requifte to have made 
good, to get at the place on which to put the cap. 

Mr. Hawk1ss said he had a dozen more witnesses, but he did not like to 
trouble the jury by calling them. 

Lord Chief Baron Kenty said the learned counsel must take his own 
course. The witnesses that had been called all deposed to the same matter. 
He could not help thinking that the jury would ultimately be of opinion 
that the question was not whether a bung with white lead and grease was 
sufficient for a single night or insufficient for a single hour, but whether 
there was a bung there at all. It was absurd to keep on hour after 
hour instituting a comparison between a bung and a cap. 

Mr. HaAwKINs put in the notes of the examination of the plaintiffs wit- 
nesses, by way of contradiction to what was said by some of them on the 
previous day. 

Mr. Pot.ock proposed to recall Rose to say whether there was any 
covering over the lower part of the pipe, as stated by Cazally. 

Mr. Rose, recalled, said the length of pipe from the floor to the 50-light 
meter was about 7 feet. That pipe was not covered at all—there was no 
paper over it. The pipe, from the tap to the box where the meter was, was 
uncovered and open to the eye all the way. 

Mr. Hawks reminded the court that Mr. Dimes was called in reference 
to this point, and he was not cross-examined upon it. That witness stated 
that a cap could not be used without pulling the place to pieces. He should 
like to have Mr. Dimes recalled. 

Mr. Pottock said some of the plaintiff's witnesses who would be called 
in.reply upon another point would speak also to the fact that this pipe was 
uncovered. 

Mr. Manisty said he proposed to call switnesses to show that the gas was 
used between March, 1864, when Roberts left, and September, when Bloom 
came into possession. 

Mr. Hawktns objected that this was not evidence in reply. 

Lord Chief Baron Ketiy inquired to what part of the defendants case 
the learned counsel for the plaintiff applied this proposed evidence in 
reply. 

Ste Manisty said that Sewell stated he examined the meter long after 
the month of March, and found it in precisely the same state as when 
Roberts left. 

Lord Chief Baron Ketty asked whether the object of the evidence now 
proposed was to show that a part or the whole of the 43,000 cubic feet of 
gas which appeared to have been consumed after the departure of Roberts 
must have been consumed by other persons than Bloom. 

Mr. Manisty said, not the whole but a part. 

Lord Chief Baron Kexry remarked that that might be material. If Mr. 
Hawkins had any objection to make he would hear what he said. The 
learned counsel for the defendants had given a good deal of evidence toshow 
that some irregularity had taken place between the time that Roberts left 
and the period of the fire, and that a large quantity of gas had passed 
through the meter in question which had not been accounted for. Mr, 
Manisty now proposed to show that if this was so, the parties whose conduct 
was brought in question on this occasion had nothing to do with a portion 
of that consumption, but that it took place before Bloom came into pos- 
session. 

Mr. Hawkrss said this was all matter to which their attention was di- 
rected in the cross-examination of their witnesses, and his point was that 
it was not evidence in reply. 

Lord Chief Baron Keuy said it was possible it might have been referred 
to in cross-examination; but at all events he did not remember anything 
in Mr. Hawkins’s opening which touched on this particular question, ex- 
cept as making it entirely new. He thought it would be very unjust, if 
the point should turn out to be of importance, to leave the inference unre- 
seg that the whole of the 43,000 feet of gas had been consumed by 
bloom. 

Mr. Hawkrss said, if his lordship thought it was right, he would witk- 
draw his objection. 

Mrs. M. Reardon was then called, and examined by Mr. Mantsty. She 
said she was housekeeper at Saville House, and took charge of the premises 
after Roberts left. She occupied two rooms and a kitchen over the saloon. 
There was a gas-burner over the sitting-room door, and another in the 
kitchen. She continued to be housekeeper till Bloom came, in September, 
1864, and during the whole time she remained there she burnt gas. She 
never once saw Mr. Sewell in her life till this day. She always attended to 
the door. There was a pair of steps in the store-room at the top of the 
| house, but they were never taken out except by her, all the time she lived 
| there. 


lived in the house with her, but she always answered the door herself. 
She remained there after Bloom took possession, and till a month after 
Christmas; but she had nothing to do with the downstair premises then. 
She never saw any one come to examine the meter. She would swear that 
no gas-fitter came to the place before she used the gas. She never turned 
on the gas from the main. When she wanted a light she only turned on 
the tap at the burner. 


Mary Payne, sister of the last witness, said she remembered Mrs. Reardon 
being housekeeper at Saville House. She frequently visited her there, and 
knew that she burned gas in the kitchen and over the door. 

In cross-examination by Mr. CoLeripGE, she said she never saw any one 
| turn on the gas but her sister, nor did she ever know any one else open the 
| front door. She did not see any one at work upon the gas-fittings all the 
| time. Noone ever came for a pair of steps for the purpose. She some- 
times smelt the gas a little disagreeable, when she went upstairs of an 


. * . . n 
In cross-examination by Mr. Hawkuss, she said her husband and sister 





evening, before it was lighted. 
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Mr. James Barber, examined by Mr. HoLuanp. 

I am a gas engineer, living in Riche’s Court, Cranbourne Street, and 
Whitcomb Street. I was acquainted with the gas-fittings in this part of 
Saville House. I was engaged for twelve or fifteen years in repairing them 
for several parties. I have just now finished fitting up the Shades below. 
I knew the rooms on the second floor which Mrs, Reardon occupied. There 
was one burner over the sitting-room door and two in the kitchen. These 
burners were eo through the 50-light meter over the entrance to the 
premises. That I am positive of. Between March and September, 1864, 
when Bloom came into possession, Mr. Morris (the owner of the house) sent 
round to me to examine the roof and the gutters, as the water came in. 
was there several times. Whenever I went the front door was locked, and 
Mrs. Reardon always answered it. 

In answer to Lord Chief Baron Kexiy, Witness said the billiard-room. 
saloon, and other apartments supplied by the 50-light meter, were all un- 
occupied, except the rooms used by Mrs. Reardon, from March to September, 
1864; and, in reply to inquiries by the foreman of the jury, he said the pipe 
from the entrance to the meter was in very good order before the fire, and 
from the tap upwards it could be seen. The lower part was covered by a 
piece of paper being pasted over it. Above the place where the key went 
on it was exposed, and there was sufficient room, where the whoie of the 
under part of the union connected to the short piece of 1-inch pipe weut 
through, to drop a 1-inch cap on, so as to stop any gas passing through. 

Mr. Hawkins summed up the evidence on behalf of the defendants, and 
commented at great length upon the several points in the case. He sub- 
mitted to the jury that no negligence had been proved on the part of the 
defendants servants; that the mode they adopted for stopping the escape of 

was an ordinary and proper one; and that the testimony of Cazally and 
owns had not beeu contradicted as to what they did on this occasion. 
Assuming, as he had the right to do on their evidence, that the bung was 
securely fixed in the service-pipe and the gas turned off at the tap, the case 
for the defendants was that some one had removed that bung after their 
men left; but of course it was not possible for them to show how it was 
done, or by whom. The plaintiffs were bound to prove affirmatively that 
there had been negligence on the part of the company, and, if they failed to 
satisfy the jury on this point, the defendants were entitled to a verdict. 


The Soxictror-GENERAL replied upon the whole case, and continued his 
address until the rising of the court at a late hour. 





Tuurspay, Dec. 20. 
The Sorictror-GENERAL having concluded his address this morning, 


Lord Chief Baron KeLtty summed up the case for the jury. He said it 
was scarcely to be regretted that they had been put to the inconvenience 
of attending again on the third day of this trial, rather than completing the 
dischurge of their duty last night, because it had given them the opportu- 
nity, which he ventured to think, perhaps almost unconsciously, they had 
availed themselves of, to consider the different points that had arisen in 
the case, and to apply to that consideration all the evidence they had 
heard, so as to enable them the better, the more easily, and the more satis- 
factorily to themselves, to come to the conclusion upon which their verdict 
must be determined. This was an action brought by a Mr. Ward, who 
was represented to be the lessee of certain premises of considerable extent 
and value, and known by the name of Saville House, in Leicester Square, 
to recover the amount of the loss which he had sustained from the destruc- 
tion of those premises by fire, alleging that that fire had been occasioned 
by the negligence of the defendants, the Gaslight and Coke Company; and 
the question which the jury had to try, although it had branched out into 
many points and many subsidiary considerations, the only question they 
had to try was whether this unfortunate fire was really occasioned by the 
negligence of the servants of the defendants, It was quite superfinous and 
unnecessary that he should entreat the jury to discard from their minds 
anything like prejudice with regard to the one party or the other in this 
case—if, indeed, such a sentiment could possibly have found a place in 
their minds in a case like this. They had heard it very properly admitted, 
on both sides, that the real plaintiff or plaintiffs were the proprietors or 
occupiers of the premises and also an insurance company, or, perhaps. 
several insurance companies, with whom an insurance or insurances had 
been effected on these premises against fire. The defendants were the Gas- 
light and Coke Company. and it was impossible to imagine a case in 
which the parties came before a jury under less suspicion of any indirect 
motives, or of anything that ought to create or could create the slightest 
shade of prejudice in the minds of the jury than the case now before them 
for their determination. He would not even have ventured to make this 
single observation to the jury but that a great deal had been said about the 
character and the conduct of a man named Bloom, and very forcible observa- 
tions had been addressed to them by the learned counsel on the part of the 
defendants as to Bloom and his wife and another person named Klassen 
not having been called as witnesses. Now, it must be remembered that 
Bloom was not the plaintiff in this case, and that the plaintiff, and, indeed, 
all, as far as was known, who were interested jointly or otherwise with the 
plaintiff in the result of this case, were as entirely unconnected with Bloom 
or his wife, or those in his employ, as the defendants themselves, Never- 
theless, Bloom seemed to have played so important a part in the transac- 
tions which the jury bad now to inquire into and to determine upon, that 
it was quite right they should comprehend at once how the question really 
stood as to the cause being in any way affected by the character and the 
conduct or misconduct of, this man Bloom. Now the case for the defen- 
dants was that this fire was occasioned not by the negligence of their ser- 
vants—that negligence they entirely denied—but wholly by the negligence 
and by the misconduct of Bloom and those in his employ, or persons who 
| were connected with him, or otherwise at the premises in question. There- 
fore, incidentally, an inquiry had necessarily been made, and a great deal 
of evidence adduced concerning the character and conduct of Bloom; and 
certainly if the jury saw any reason to believe, upon the evidence before 
them, that the plaintiff or his advisers, and those who had assisted him in 
preparing for this trial, had concealed any facts material for the jury, which 
would have been disclosed by Bloom or other persons, and that they had, 
he would not say kept him or them out of the way, but had failed to make 
reasonable efforts to secure his or their attendance, inasmuch as the bur- 
den of proof Jay upon the plaintiff, and as it was for the plaintiff to satisfy 
the jary that the negligence he charged to have been cominitted, was com- 
mitted by the servants of the defendants, it was calculated, and justly so, 
to produce an unfavourable impression upon their minds concerning the 
plaintiff’s case. Still the question arose, what reason had the jury, upon 
the evidence, to suppose that there was any disclosure in the power of 
Bloom, or any one else not called before them, but known to the plaintiff 
and his advisers, and which he had failed to adduce and bring to the know- 


of the evidence on the one side or the other on the other points of the 





ledge or the jury, and had thus failed to submit the whole truth of his case. 
He did not think that any reproach could justly be cast upon the plaintiff 
or the advisers of the plaintiff, in relation to the absence of Bloom or any 
other person, from anything that had transpired in the course of the case; 
but these observations, which he addressed to the puy like any other 
observations he might make touching questions of fact, were simply 
and entirely for their consideration. It was they who had to pronounce a 
verdict in this case, and it was they who were the sole judges by the law and 
constitution of the country of all questions of fact which could arise in con- 
nexion with it; and as this case depended entirely, or almost entirely, upon 
mere questions of fact, he should ask them not to give undue weight to cu | 
observation, even if it assumed the form of argument or opinion, whic 

might fall from him beyond what they thought it was justly entitled to, 
remembering that the verdict was to be theirs, not his. He must also call 
their attention to what might be termed a proposition of law—viz., that in 
this and every other case in which a plaintiff charged a defendant, or any 
one who might represent him, and for whose acts and defaults he might be } 
responsible, with negligence, or any other species of misconduct, the burden 

of proof lay upon the plaintiff, who must satisfy the jury by the evidence} 
adduced that the defendants were really guilty, by their servants, of the 
negligence charged. Having made these observations, he thought he 
might at once proceed to the real question in the cause. Now, the negli- 
gence here charged was this—that the defendants, by their servants, re- 
moved a gas-meter on the 28th of February, 1865, and having thereof} 
broken and destroyed the connexion between the inlet and outlet pipe, oy 
which the premises in question, or a portion of them, were supplied wit 

gas, they failed to give that distinct notice to the person or persons in the 
occupation of the premises, and who, by themselves, their servants, or 
others, had the charge and care of the gas machinery, and whose duty it 
was to see that the premises were properly lighted with gas; that they 
failed to make to them that distinct intelligible communication of what 
had taken place, and that the gas must be disused; that no attempt must 
be made to light the premises with gas from this service-pipe until a new 
meter should be supplied; which notice and communication were neces- 
sary, in order that proper precautions might be taken to prevent accident. 
The question for the jury was, whether such communication was or was 
not made. That was really the whole question, although there would be 
afterwards a subsidiary question, to which he would call attention—whe- 
ther, besides what took place on the 27th and 28th of February, 1865, in 
the course of the conversations between Larven and Bloom on the one side 
and Cazally and Downs on the other, a bung was placed in the inlet-pipe, 
so as to stop the exit or issue of gas, and, if so, whether it was effectually 
placed, and was a proper and efficient mode of preventing the escape 
or passage of the gas, so as to ensure, reasonably speaking, the safety 
of the premises. But upon the great questiun as to what took place, 
the jury would see that it was rather a matter of common sense than 
of Jaw, that it was incumbent upon the company who removed 
the meter to give such clear and intelligible intimation to the parties on 
the premises as to what it was necessary to do or to avoid doing as to pro- 
vide for the safety and security of life and property. The negligence charged 
against them was that they did not do so, and it was for the jury to deter- 
mine, upon the evidence before them, whether that charge was substau- 
tiated. This seemed to him to be the great question in the case, although 
it had become complicated and involved with a number of other questions, 
which, really, as they came before the jury, were shrouded in a degree of 
mystery and obscurity which, fortunately, was rarely to be met with in a 
case like this. The learned Chief Baron proceeded at great length to read 
over and comment upon the evidence, and concluded his summing up, 
which occupied nearly three hours in delivery, by saying that if, upon the 
evidence so laid before them, the jury saw no reason to come to the con- 
clusion that the defendants or their servants had been guilty of negligence 
in respect to giving notice on taking away the meter—if they thought they 
did put a bung in the inlet-pipe, and that doing so was all that was necessary 
for persons in their position to do, and that but for the negligence of Rose 
the fire would never have happened, no doubt the defendants were entitled 
to their verdict; but if, on the other hand, they thought the negligence 
charged had been satisfactorily proved, the verdict must be for the plaintiff. 
He had at great length, from the importance of the case, and chiefly 
from the mystery and confusion in which some parts of it seemed to be 
involved, called attention substantially to the whole of the evidence, and 
the jury had now to consider whether the testimony of Larven or the tes- 
timony of Cazelly was true, and according as they should believe the one 
or the other capable of proof, and according to the view they might take 


case, with reference to the putting in of the bung, and the mode in which, 
in some way or other, it must have been taken out or got rid of—if, upon 
the whole, they were of opinion that the fire was occasioned by the negli- 
gence of the defendants servants, the defendants were responsible, and the 
jury must find their verdict for the plaintiffs. If, on the contrary, they 
were of the opinion that the statements made by Larven were incredible 
and untrue; or if, independent of that part of the case, they thought the 
measures adopted for stopping the pipe were reasonable and sufficient for 
the purpose, and all that the officers of the company were called upon to 
do under the circumstances, the defendants would be entitled to their ver- 
dict. It might be possible that the communication, said by Cazally to have 
been made to Bloom with reference to the removal of the meter and the 
impossibility of the gas being used, having been made in English and inter- 
angen into German by Larven: and considering that the inspector had in 

is mind during the whole of that conversation a something which he did 
not think fit to disclose—viz.,a suspicion that Bloom had been robbing 
the company of some 40,000 feet of gas, and that he was also at that time 
thinking what he should say to his principals, the company, and what in- 
structions he should receive from them before sending another meter upon 
the premises—if the jury thought, taking that into consideration, he 
did not express himself in that clear and definite language which the 
importance of the communication he was making required, they might 
possibly, without imputing perjury to him or to Larven, find here 3 
clue and a key to the conclusion of this case. But, if they did do 
so, he was bound to tell them that, in his opinion, the inspector of 
& gas company who was about to leave the gas machinery upon the 
premises of a consumer in such a condition as to be a source of danger 
to property and life, without precaution being taken and preventatives 
adopted, failed to make a distinct and intelligible communication to those 
who were in charge of those premises and in charge of the gas machinery 
that they must adopt those precautions to prevent mischief, and was guilty 
in point of law of such negligence as would sustain this action. 

The jury retired, and were absent from court for about half an hour. On 


their return, the foreman stated that they had found a verdict for the 
plaintiff. 
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OF BANKRUPTCY. 
Tuurspay, Jan, 17. 

(Before Mr. Commissioner Hotroyp.) 
Re Tom AvercromBie HEDLEY. 

The bankrupt came up for his examination and discharge, supported by 
Mr. Georce. Mr. BeLtamy appeared for the trade assignce; and Mr. 
WaLutncTon, of Leamington, a creditor, attended to oppose the bankrupt’s 

ssing- 

Mr. Geccanr: Iam for the creditors assignee, your honour. There is 
a creditor present who has a. to make to you with reference to 
‘an amendment of the proceedings. Perhaps that had better be taken 
before we go into the examination. : 

Mr. WaturncTon: Your honour will observe a memorandum which was 
allowed to be entered on the proceedings by the Registrar, with reference 
to a judgment debt of £165 9s. 4d due to me. I tendered proof of that 
debt, and on the 13th of June last the solicitor for the bankrupt objected to 
it, alleging that an indictment for perjury had been and was then pending 
against me. There is no doubt that the object of the solicitor, in placing 
that memorandum on the file, was to raise a prejudice against the person 
named therein—that is, myself. I have now to inform your honour that 
ihe trial of that indictment has taken place. 

Mr. Georce: I must object to this. 

The CommisstoNeR: You had better speak one at a time. 

Mr. WatutncTos: The trial of that indictment took place before Mr. 
Justice Shee, and resulted in a verdict of acquittal. Now, as I think the 
antidote should accompany the poison, I beg leave to put 2 memorandum 
of this proceeding on the file showing the result of that indictment. 

The Commissioner: There is no objection to your stating the result of 
the indictment. 

Mr. GrorGe: Provided I have an opportunity of showing what was the 
verdict of the jury. : 

Mr. WALLINGTON: There was an acquittal. The whole of the jury were 
unanimous in coming to that conclusion without waiting for the summing 
up of the jndge. 7 

Mr. GeorGceE: The answer of the bankrupt is, that in consequence of the 

rjury committed he has been at very great expense among his friends. 
Tho indictment was tried by a special jury, and some of the most learned 
counsel were employed in the case. I understood the result of the verdict 
to have been that the jury did not think, though perjury had been com- 
mitted, the defendant intended to commit perjury. 

Mr. WaLuNcTon: The jury said nothing of the kind. The jury did not 
wait for the summing up of the judge, and said they were unanimous in 
their opinion that the crime had not been committed. 

The Commissioner: I should say if you can get a minute of the recorda 
copy of it should be put upon the proceedings. 

r. GEorGE: I have no objection to that, your honour. 

Mr. Bettamy: Iam requested on behalf of the assignee, before going into 

the bankrupt’s examination and discharge, to call the attention of the court 
| to the method in which the bankrupt has treated the court and his creditors 
| in relation to the filing of the accounts. 
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The Commissioner: Just confine yourself to the accounts. 

Mr. Bettamy: The last meeting was on the 15th of November, the 
j/accounts having been filed on the 3rd of November previously. Your 
j|hononr then directed an adjournment until to-day for the amendment of 
|| those accounts, which, by the way, had necessitated a previous adjourn- 
ment, the bankrupt having been before the court since May last. The 
terms of the order were that the assignee should, within three weeks, de- 
liver to the bankrupt a statement of his objections to the accounts. ‘That 
was done, but I need not trouble your honour with the particulars of those 
objections. 

The Commissioner: What was done upon that? You say you delivered 
a statement of objections. 

Mr. Betiamy: Shall I put in the statement? The accounts were placed 
in the hands of Mr. Fletcher, a public accountant. 

The Commissioner: You gave notice tothe bankrupt of some objections. 

Mr. Bettamy: The assignee was tied down to deliver those objections in 
three weeks, and the present accounts were only filed on the 5th of January. 
The bankrupt files a mass of accounts, many more than he had done 
throughout the whole of the proceedings. 

The Commissioner: What is it you want? 

r Mr. Bettamy: The accounts have only been filed within the last twelve 
ays. 

The ComMIssIonER: And you want further time to examine them? 

Mr. BeLLamy: If your honour pleases. If it is opposed by the solicitor of 
the bankrupt, I am prepared to go into the examination at once. 

Mr. Georcr: I understood when I came into court that the accounts as 
filed would be passed, and that the question of discharge only would be 
raised. It is, therefore, a novelty to me to hear this objection raised. 
There were certain requisitions sent to the bankrupt, and he has answered 
{jthem. The reason why the accounts were not filed was that the accountant 
|| had gone to Norwich, and had got the bankrupt’s book. The assignees have 
never looked at the accounts till this morning. 

Mr. BeLLamy: They bespoke copies. 

The UOrrictaL AssiGngE: Did you deliver to the bankrupt your 
|| objections? 

Mr. Betvamy: I did. 

The ComMiss1onER: Have they been answered ? 

Mr. Betuamy: The assignee has not had sufficient opportunity of ascer- 
|| taining whether they are answered. 

Mr. GrorGe: He has not taken the trouble to look at the accounts till 
‘| this morning. 

The Commisstoner: He must have a little more time. 

Mr. Bettamy: The petition was filed in May last, and the accounts were 
|| Only filed on the 5th of January. 

The Commissioner: You may have further time to examine them. 

Mr. Grorce: With regard to the requisition made to the court, it was 
urged that the bankrupt had not been a trader. 

The Commissionxr: The assignee ought to have further time to examine 
the accounts. 

Mr. Georce: Do you not think the cost of the adjournment of the 
bankrupt ought to be paid by the assignee, he not having looked into the 
| |@ccounts ? 

The Costsusstoner: I shall say nothing as to costs. Each party will 
pay his own. 

Mr. WALLINGTON: I have some objections to the bankrupt passing. 

_The Commissioner: He is not going to pass till further time has been 
given to look into the accounts. 

Mr. GeonGe: Perhaps your honour will allow me to make a farther 
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requisition, which is, that if the assignee is going to file objections to the 
last. accounts, it should be done within a certain time. I may intimate 
that there is a great feeling against the bankrupt, and it arises from out- 
door pressure. That is the reason why I ask that the assignee should be 
required, within a certain time, to deliver to the bankrupt any objections 
he has to make. 

Mr. Bettamy: You should not make imputations upon the assignee. 

The Commissioner: I think it is reasonable what you ask. 

Mr. Georce: Will your honour fix a time? 

The Commissioner: Let the official assignee say that. 

The Orrictat AsstGNee: If you have any objections to the accounts 
yon must deliver them within a fortnight or three weeks from this time. 

Mr. Woopsripce: [ appear on behalf of a Mr. Watkins. My client's 
name does not appear in the accounts. I attended at the last meeting to 
prove this debt, and I was answered that the bankrupt had left the court, 
and I was too late. 

The CommisstoneR: What is it? 

Mr. Woopzrince: A bill of exchange for goods sold and delivered. 

Mr. Georce: It is a bill of exchange in April, 1866. 

Mr. Woopsrince (to bankrupt): Is it your own debt? 

Bankrupt: I was under the impression that it was paid by the other 

rties. 

“i. Woopsrince: Are they liable? 
agent? 

Bankrnpt : I do not know in what position I contracted it. I only know 
that the whole of the quarter's money received for this went away. I pre- 
sume, if you had applied in the proper quarter, you would have got it. 

Mr. Grorce: This is an account madeout to no one. Are you prepared 
to swear that the bankrupt owes the money? 

Bankrupt : You had better let the other parties pay it. 

Mr. WoopgrinGe: Did you contract the debt as agent for them? 

Bankrupt : No; I contracted it under these circumstances—So long as 
I was not a bankrupt I retained the works; the day I was bankrupt I lost 
them, 

Mr. WoopsrinceE: Did you buy these goods as principal or agent? 

Mr. GeorceE: He says the gas-works belonged to certain individuals, and 
he had the conduct of them so long as he was solvent, but as soon as he 
became bankrupt they took possession of everything, and having taken 
possession of the whole of the property, they became liable for the debt. 

Mr. WoopsripGe: Then at the time these goods were supplied you were 
in the service of these gentlemen? 

Bankrupt : 1 was in possession of the works. 

Mr. WoopsripGe: You contracted the debt for them? 

Bankrupt : That is a legal question which I cannot answer. 

The further proceedings were then adjourned until the 21st of February. 





Did you contract the debt as their 





NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE POLICE COURT. 
Fripay, JAN. 18. 


(Before Aldermen Dopps and BLACKWELL and C. F. Hamonp, Esq.) 
CONVICTION OF THE GAS COMPANY FOR SUPPLYING IMPURE GAS. 

At the instance of the corporation, the Newcas‘le and General Gas Com- 
pany were this day summoned for supplying an inferior quality of gas to 
that specified in thir Act of 1864. 

Mr. Joe appeared in support of the information, and Mr. Busx was 
retained for the defence. On behalf of the corporation. Mr. Pattinson, 
analytical chemist, gave evidence; while on the other side, 7. Hawksley, Esq., 
C.E., Professor Bernays, Ph.D., and Mr. Marreco, analytical chemist, bore 
testimony. The case occupied a long time in hearing, and the facts will be 
gathered from the following statements and evidence: — 

Mr. Jorx said be appeared to support the information which had been 
laid against the gas company, under their own Act of Parliament, whereby 
they had undertaken to supply gas to consumers in the borough not con- 
taining more than 15 grains of sulphur per 100 feet. He would refer the 
bench to the sections of the Statute under which he was instructed to pro- 
ceed, and evidence would be called in support of the information. The! 
44th section stipulates the quality of the gas to be anpplied—that it shall not | 
contain more than 15 grains of sulphur per 100 cubic feet. The 50th sec- 
tion provides that the company should erect an experimenting meter in 
their works, to be furnished with an Argand burner, &c.: and the 5lst 
section provides that it should be at any time lawful for the Town Council, 
by an order in writing, to appoint some competent person, not being a 
member or officer or servant of the corporation, to proceed to the works of 
the company; and the person so appointed, on giving six hours previous 
notice in writing to the company, may, at any reasonable hour in the day- 
time, on producing his order, enter the premises of the company, in the 
presence of the superintendent or other officer of the company, to make 
experiments of the illuminating power and purity of the gas by means of 
the experimenting meter, &c. The company are to afford every reasonable 
facility for his so doing. In the first place he would prove that Mr, Pat- 
tinson had been appointed the person for that purpose. and that he gave 
the necessary notice that he intended visiting the works in order to test the 
quality of the gas. That was on the 19th of Dec., and he paid the visit on 
the following morning. After testing the gas in the nsual way, he found 
that, instead of its containing not more than 15 grains of sulphur per 100 
cubic feet, it held 20°71 grains. There were other informations against the 
company, and if this first case was proved—as beyond all doubt it would 
be—he should ask them to inflict the full penalty of £20. He then called 

R. &. Carr, revenue clerk, who produced the appointinent of Mr. Pattin- |, 
son as inspector. It was entered in the minute-book of the Town Council 
in the usual way, and was dated April 5, 1865. 

Mr. BLackwe.t asked whether there would be any objection to the 
magistrates, who were all members of the council, hearing the case. 

Mr. Busu had no objection to urge. 

Mr. Carr continued, saying that a letter from the mayor to the corpora- 
tion announced that Mr. Pattinson had been appointed inspector, and 
ordered that the appointment “ be and is hereby confirmed.” 

Mr. Busn: Allow me to see that entry. [After examining it] I object 
to this at once; it is not such an appointment as the Act contemplates. It 
is simply an announcement of an appointinent. There it is ordered “ that 
such appointment be and is hereby confirmed.” When and how was it 
made? 

Alderman Dopps: Are you not aware that the committee can make an 
appointment, and the council confirm it? 

Mr. Buss: But that is not the case here. 

Alderman Dopps: All that is done by the council. is entered in the 
minute-book in the same way. 

Alderman BLackwE.L: It would have been well if the committee had 
recommended the appointment and the council confirmed it. 
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Mr. Carr said he afterwards sent a letter to Mr. Pattinson, requesting 
‘| him to go to the gas-works. 

|| Cross-examined: An order in council appointing Mr. Pattinson to go to 
|| the works has been given to him in writing. 

|| Mr. Pattinson, examined, said: I proceeded to the works of the company 
on the 20th of December. Before doing so, I sent them notice on the 19th, 


Hardie, secretary of the company]. In pursuance of that notice I went 
to the works at Low Elswick, and produced my authority to the manager, 
Mr. Reid. I was allowed to make the usual tests, and I used Lewis 
Thompson's test, which is wel! known. 

Mr. Busu: That is not the usual test. 

Mr. BLACKWELL: If there is any objection to it, let us hear it on the 
conclusion of his evidence. 

Mr. Hamonp said that the Act required that he should use tests uow in 
general use. 

Mr. Bus: Yes, in general use at the time the Act was passed. 

Mr: Pattinson: Thompson’s test was in use both before and when the Act 
was passed. The result of my experiments was that the gas contained 20°71 
grains of sulphur per 100 cubic feet. Its illuminating power was 16°24 
candles. : 
Alderman Dopps: What is the matter with the gas? Ihave good gas; 
have you not, Mr. Bush ? 
Mr. Busu: Yes, sir; very good. 
Alderman Dopps: There is no need of complaint; not a bit. 
Mr. Pattinson: I reported this to the company, but not in writing, and I 
am almost certain that Mr. Hardie knew the result at the time. Mr. Reid, 
the manager, did. Mr. Reid expressed surprise that the gas contained so 
much sulphur. He expected that it contained less sulphur. I have been a 
witness in a case against the company before. 
Cross-eximined: I have only a letter from the council appointing me the 
gas inspector, and a letter from Mr. Carr, instructing me to test the gas on 
that day. 
Mr. Busu: But that is only a request from Mr, Carr that you will go to 
the works, and is simply this:— 


Dec. 19, 1866. 

Sir,—Referring to your appointment by the council, made and confirmed on the 
5th of April, 1865, as the person to act on their behalf to exercise the authority con- 
ferred by the Newcastle and Gateshead Gas Act, 1864, you are hereby requested to 
proceed to the works of the company, and there test the purity and illuminating 
power of the gas supplied by them, in accordance with the 5lst section of the said 
Act, making one experiment in the present week, and one in each of the two suc- 
ceeding weeks. On your entering the premises of the company you will produce 
this as your authority for so acting on behalf of the corporation. The Act requires 
you to give six hours previous notice in writing before making the test. 
: Yours, R. R. Carr. 
Witness: That is simply a request. 
Alderman BLackweLu: The word request is merely courtesy. 
Mr. Busu: It requires an appointment, which should be under the seal of 
_ corporation, and Mr. Pattinson has nothing but a written entry in the 

ks. 
Mr. Jorn: You acceded to it, and acknowledged it by allowing him to 
make the experiments. 
Alderman Dopps: Why did you not turn him out ? 
Mr. Busi: It was an act of courtesy to Mr. Pattinson; but when pressed 
7 penal consequences it is only right to take every justifiable objection. 
(To Mr. Pattinson:) Were you told when you produced the letter that it 
was objected to—that it was not sufficient ? 
Witness: I was; but they said that they did not object to my testing the 
gas on behalf of the corporation. 
Alderman BiuackweE tt: Did they object to that appointment? 

Witness : 1 think they did. 
The CLterk: The Act gives them the power of refusing an entrance if 
they choose. 
Mr. Hamonp: But they did not do so. 
Alderman Donps: They admitted him to the works, therefore the objec- 
tion now is worth nothing. 
Mr. Cary said that when any resolution was passed by the council, he 
was the authorized agent to put the regalations into force, and act upon 
them. 
Alderman BLAcKwEtt: When the document was presented at the works 
it should have been objected to, and then the bearer should have been 
denied admittance. This was not done, and therefore the opposition to it 
was simply a remark and not an objection. The objection must therefore 
be overruled. 
Mr. Pattinson then said, in reply to Mr. Bush, that when the Act was 
passed in 1864, the test in general use was Letheby’s and Thompson’s also. 
The company were using the latter themselves at the time. The same ap- 
paratus was supplied by them to him for the purpose of testing their gas. 
He did not use the apparatus in the works at that time, but in his labora- 
tory, and the manager of the works lent it to him. The same apparatus 
was used in 1863. For the purpose of testing he burned 3°53 feet of gas, 
which was about the usual quantity burned for testing. 
Mr. Bus was about entering into scientific details, when 
Mr. Hamonp said that was not a matter for the bench. 


In reply to Mr. Joet, Witness said he had known the gas to contain less 
than 15 grains of sulphur per 100 cubic feet, particularly in 1863, when he 
found in five experiments the gas to contain from 8-35 to 11°19 grains, the 
average being 10°33 grains. 

Mr. Hamonp: You say you burned 3°53 feet. In your opinion is that 
sufficient to ascertain correctly the quantity of sulphur in 100 feet of gas? 
Witness: Certainly. That was sufficient to test the quality of the gas 
passing through the mains during the time the test was made—a period of 
seven hours. ‘Chere were practical means of taking the bisulphide of car- 
bon out of gas. 

Mr. Joxt said that was his case. 

Mr. Busn then addressed the bench for the defence, saying he was bound 
to take preliminary objections, not because he was bound to object, but 
because he entertained the opinion that his objections were well founded, 
and ought to have great weight with the magistrates. In order to prepare 
the ground, he must first state that this was a penal process under an Act of 
Parliament which was in itself very stringent. If the company were to be 
subject to penalties for having their gas in a more sulphurous state than 
was mentioned in the Statute, then the officer appointed to analyze it on 
behalf of the corporation must go to the works properly armed with autho- 
rity, with proper documents to entitle him to attend a court of justice, and 
say that the company had not made gas of the purity required by the Act 
of Parliament. If he understood the bench aright, Mr. Pattinson ought, 
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stating my intention of going to the works. [Notice produced by Mir. | 


as an individual, and so admit him, while, on the other hand, they might 
not have the least respect for his appointment. 

Alderman Dopps: Perhaps they had no respect for the party that ap- 
' pointed him. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Hamonp: I am afraid of that, too. 

Alderman BLACKWELL: Do please allow Mr. Bush to go on. 

Alderman Dopps: He had better be careful what he is saying. 

Mr. Busu said that the Town Council appointed Mr. Pattinson, a com- 
petent person, to do certain things laid down in the Statute, the appoint- 
ment being read at an adjourned meeting of the council—or, rather, a 
letter from the mayor, announcing that Mr. Pattinson had been appointed 
gas inspector. That entry, and the entry of it in the books of the corpora- 
| tion, assumed that there had Leen an appointment, and the letter announced 
the fact. It did not state that he had been recommended for appointment, 





| and that he was thereby appointed. ee 
| Alderman Dopps: That is only a quibble. i 
Mr. Hamonp: It is entered in the way usually—in fact, always—followed a 


by the council, and if it is wrong, then everything done by the council 
during the past 15 years is illegal. But we have overruled the objection, 
and why argue it now? 4 
Mr. Busu: I am bound to take objection, and I shall persist in it. mn 
Mr. Hamonp: Well, it is only a waste of time; but you may depend 
upon it that the corporation will act with more circumspection in future 
apg the appointment of its officers, as well as in everything regarding 
the gas. 
Mr. Bus: I submit, sir, that there has been no order in council appointing 
Mr. Pattinson inspector; there has only been a request from Mr. Carr that 
he would so act. That cannot, therefure, be a Lond fide legal appointment. 
Alderman Dopps: It’s no use pursuing that any further now, Mr. Bush. 
Mr. Busu: You must follow the terms of the Act of Parliament. I say 
you have no power in this matter. 
Alderman Buackwr tv: The objection having been overruled, cannot we go 
on? Your evidence will perhaps show your case. 
Mr. Hamonp: If Mr. Bush will only show that the council have not 
pursued a proper course, it might have some weight. The appointment has 
been made properly in this case. 
Alderman BLacKweE Lt: I understand that Mr. Bush is arguing, not so much 
to guide the bench as to regulate future proceedings. 
Mr, Hamonp: Let us go on to another point; there has been a deal of 
unnecessary delay. 
Mr. Busu: There is another thing, the test applied was not the one pro- 
vided in the Act of 1864, The gas had not to contain more than 15 grains 
of sulphur in 100 feet; to test which the apparatus then in general use was 
to be used. I will show you that Letheby’s, and not Thompson’s test, was 
meant. 
Mr. Hamonp We cannot have meanings explained to us. 
Mr. Pattinson: Thompson’s test was then in general use, as I have said. 
Alderman BLacKWELL (examining the Act): The clause says the tests in 
general use, and not the test. That is in the plural, you see. 
Mr. Hamonp: You are arguing against yourself, Mr. Bush. 
Mr. Busu : Every means that can be used has been adopted. Every 
ordinary effort had been made to purify the gas, and the impurities had 
arisen from unavoidable causes; therefore the cause was exceptional, and 
that is provided for in the Statute,and no penal consequences ensued. 
The charge must come to an end on that point alone. Again, how could 
they ascertain that there were more than 15 grains of sulphur in 100 feet of 
gas, if 100 feet were not burned ? It does not follow that all the gas was 
of the same impurity, any more than when you took the sediment or the 
crust from a bottle of port wine, all the rest was sediment or crust; 
Alderman’ BLACKWELL : Can you show that there isa top and bottom 
to gas ? The prosecution have proved their case, and if you can show that 
the company have done all in their power to purify the gas, and that it was 
unavoidably bad, you meet the case. 
Mr. Busu : I shall eall my evidence to show whether or not Mr. Pattinson 
adopted the proper tests, and whether there is not a certain mode of 
extracting all the sulphur from the coal. I have here the celebrated Mr. 
Hawksley, the famous engineer and chemist; Dr. Bernays, of London; and 
Mr. Marreco, all well known in the scientific world. 


Mr. Hamonp : So far as regards this assay, I wish to §know if those 
gentlemen were present when it was made. All we want to know is, did 
the gas contain 20 grains of sulphur per 100 feet on the 20th of December ? 

Mr. Busn: My witnesses were not present, but I will call them. He 
then called 

Thomes Hawksley, Esq., C.E., who said: I am very largely concerned in 
the construction, arrangement, and management of gas-works in all parts of 
the kingdom, as well as in many places abroad. I have heard the evidence 
of Mr. Pattinson as to the mode in which he took his tests. My opinion and 
judgment is, that the proper mode of making a test to ascertain if there are 
15 grains of sulphur in the 100 feet of gas was not adopted by Mr. Pat- 
tinson. The company supplies now every day 2 million feet of gas, and you 
cannot ascertain the average quality of that gas unless you burn at least 100 
feet; and for this reason: the gas is being made through every hour of the 
day, and its quality is changing through every hour, according to the way in 
which coal and the purifiers are wsed—whet the heat and what the cold is, 
and what sort of coal is burnt. Therefore, it is not certain that 34 feet, the 
quantity tested by Mr. Pattinson, will represent the same quantity of sul- 
phur that 100 feet will in proportion, nor that 100 feet will represent the 
whole quantity burned in one day. 

Mr. Hamonp: I entirely object to this mode of giving evidence. It may 
do before a committee of the House of Commons, but here it is irrelevant 
altogether. 

Mr. Busu: Yes, but we must have the evidence. 

Mr. HaMonp: It is a waste of time. 

Mr. BusH: Can you judge of the average ? 

Witness’: No average can be taken. 

Mr. Hamonp: How long would it take to burn 100 feet ? 

Witness: From 150 to 200 hours. Three-quarters of a foot is generally 
burnt in an hour, but Mr. Pattinson burnt half a foot in that time. In my}} 
experience I should say it is impossible to say with certainty that a 





exists 15 grains of sulphur in the gas, , ’ 
Alderman BLACKWELL: Have you ever had to do with the testing of 
as? 
Witness : Constautly. ; 
Alderman Buackwkti: And in testing it have you always burned 100 
feet ? s 
Witness : No, sir. i ‘ 
Mr. Hamoxp: When you have been called upon to aecertain the quality 





when he went to the works, to have been shut out and refused admittance; 
but the officers of the company might have great respect for Mr. Pattinson 











of any gas, you have never thought proper to burn 100 feet? 











Witness : No, sir. 
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Mr. Hamonp: But how have you got your return of your assay per 100 
feet? Was it a correct one 

Witness : No, sir; it was correct with regard to the particular quantity 
that was then consumed, but not a representative of the gas sent out 
during the whole period. 

Alderman BLACKWELL: Have you ever tested for a penal case? 
Witness: Once, and that was in the City of London, where the same 
objection was made to it that is now made, and the objection fell to the 


ground. 


have not thought proper to burn 100 feet of gas, but a less quantity, and 
upon the result you have made your return for 100 feet, and sworn to the 
correctness of that return? 

Witness : Certainly; and I will do so again. 

Mr. Hamonp: Do you say it was not a correct return? 

Witness ; Certainly; it was correct as regards the quantity burned. 
Alderman BLACKWELL: Let us get on. 

Mr. Hamonp: I must have my questions answered. 
ask them. 


I have a right to 


| 
| 
| 


| 
} 


Alderman BLACKWELL: Mr. Joel is the proper person to make any objec- | 


tions, if there are any. We shall be here all day. 

Alderman Dopps: We shall be here a week. We had better adjourn the 
case for the production of further information. 

Mr. Hamonp: It is all very well for persons to come here who are well 
paid for giving their evidence, but we have to sit here without pay. 


bench. 

Mr. Hamonp: All persons are alike who come here. 

Witness : I have been before a great many courts, but I have never been 
treated as I am treated by you. 
Mr. Busu: Mr. Hawksley has a perfect right to be treated with justice, 
but I am sorry to see that he is not. 
Witness: 1f 100 feet had been burned the average would have been dif- 
ferent.. It might have been more, and it might have been less. It certainly 
would have been different, because the amount of sulphur in the gas varies 


purifiers through which the gas has been passed. 

Mr. Hamonp: How many purifiers are there ? 

Witness: Five. 

. Mr. Hamonp: Are five purifiers sufficient for 2 million feet of gas per 
ay? 

Witness : I do not think they are; but the works are ina transition state, 

and are in course of extension. I have no doubt that by next autumn 

things will be set right, which cannot be done at this period of the year. 

You cannot ensure purity. 

Mr. Hamonn: Suppose the gas was found impure last June, could the 
company have added purifiers to remedy the evil by this time? 

Witness : They could. 

Mr. Hamonp: What is the best coal for gas? 

Phang - Newcastle cannel is the best we know. I mean Townley's and 
msay’s. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jozi: The gas in the holder is not thoroughly 
mixed. It lies in strata, the lightest gas lying on the top, the heavy gas at 
the bottom—something like oil floating on water. 

Mr. Hamonp was proceeding with a series of scientific questions, when 

Alderman BLACKWELL said he declined to sit any Jonger. He had an im- 
portant engagement, and only attended the court by particular request. 
He would not sit any longer if any irrelevant questions were put. 

A. T. Marreco, Esq., analytical chemist, and analyst for the gas company; 
said that with regard to sulphur found in coal, that would not regulate the 
quantity found in gas; he could not say how much of the sulphur would 
go into the gas. There had been times when less than 15 grains per 100 
feet was found in the gas. but when that was the case they could not give 
the reason. He thought that when the company had done all they could 
and all that they knew fairly, then if sulphur remained in the gas it was 
unavoidable. 

By Alderman BuacKwELt: The purport of my evidence is that there is no 
criterion by which we can act at present so as to conform to the Act of 
en as regards the quantity of sulphur in gas, at least with cer- 
ainty. 

Professor Bernays said: I have heard what Mr. Marreco has said, and I 
entirely agree with him that the quantity of gas in the coal does not enable 
you to ascertain the quantity of sulphur contained in the gas. I have heard 
the evidence of Mr. Pattinson, and I should as a chemist have no hesitation 
in accepting it. But it is clear that in order to ascertain the quantity of 
sulphur in 100 feet of gas you must burn 100 feet. The quantity of sulphur 
in coal is no real criterion of the quantity of sulphur in the gas made from 
it. Your gas in Newcastle is better than is supplied in the neighbourhood 
of my house in London. They there calculate upon 20 grains of: sulphur 
per 100 feet; and in the case before us I should say that the cause was un- 





Mr. Pattinson had made. 

Mr. Bus said that was his case. 

The magistrates then retired, and on their return Alderman BLACKWELL 
said: There are some circumstances in the case which the bench have 
thought worthy of taking into consideration, and I must observe, in the 
first place, that it cannot but be taken into account that there is an Act of 
Parliament, that the company were parties to that Act, that it was passed 
by their promotion, that they brought themselves under it, and bound them- 
selves to conform to its provisions. It has been proved to the satisfaction 
of the bench that the gas was not so free from sulphur as the Act requires, 
and they have to deal with that Act of Parliament. Therefore there must 
be a conviction. But what has been said by the defendants is also worthy of 
consideration and attention. There are certainly some matters that ought 
Not to be forgotten, and they go in some way to extenuate the nature of the 
offence. Therefore it has been decided to inflict a fine of £5 and costs. 

Mr. Busu applied for a case for the superior courts. 

Pai Jor. said there were other cases, but perhaps this one would decide 
em. 

Mr. Carr said he should have to consult the committee on that point, 
and if the cases were adjourned for a fortnight he could then state the 
decision. 

Alderman BLackwatu said Mr. Bush's application might'stand over fora 
fortnight, and in the meantime it would be considered. He wished to state 
that there was a feeling in the council that unanimity should prevail 
between the corporation and the gas company, and no doubt the present 
decision would have a tendency to make them work more amicably together 





jp future. 


| the evidence of identification, and adjourn the inquiry toa future day. He 
| might mention that on the previous night he made an arrangement with 
| the master of the union that the body should be brought to this hospital 
| in time for the inquest, and he now regretted to find that the arrange- 


Witness: I do not think that justices should offer insults from the b . ~ 
| ment had not been carried out, because it was not competent for him to 


| should pay the expense of the removal of the body. 


during the whole of the charge, according to the heat and temperature— | 
according to the heat to which the coal is submitted, and the state of the | 


Mr. Hamonn: I put it to you, that when you have made au assay you | Cole, who met their deaths in consequence of an alleged explosion of gas 





Miscellaneous News, 
THE EXPLOSION OF GAS AT CLERKENWELL. 
Coroner's INQUEST. 
(Before Dr. Lanxester, Coroner for Central Middlesex.) 
Tuurspay, Dec. 27, 3. 
An inquest was held this day, at the Royal Free Hospital, Gray’s Inn 
Road, upon the bodies of Pietro Basini, aged 15, Joseppa Villa, and William 


in a house situate in Summers Street, Back Hill, Clerkenwell, on Saturday 
evening. Dec. 22. 

Mr. Humpureys (of the firm of Humphreys and Morgan) appeared to 
watch the case on behalf of the Cnartered Gas Company; Mr. G. Hawkins 
for the relatives of Basini; Mr. Merriman for the widow of Cole; and Mr. 
Compron Samira for Mr. Burton, the owner of the house. 

The jury having been sworn, 

The Coroner said he was in some little difficulty, as one of the bodies 
which had to be identified was lying in the dead-house of the Holborn 
Union. It would, therefore, be necessary for the jury to go there and view 
it, and whilst there they might as well inspect the ruins of the premises 
where the accident occurred; after which, on their return, he would take 


take any evidence till the bodies had been seen. 
The Foreman asked how it was that the coroner's orders had not been 


obeyed. 
The Coroner said it was, as in most of such cases, a dispute as to who 


The SumMMoniING OrFicer said he told the master of the union that he 
would pay the expense. 

A Juror said it was a great pity they should all be put to inconvenience 
in this way, and if the coroner's orders could not be better observed it was 
to be regretted. 

After some further conversation, the jury proceeded to view the bodies. 
On their return, the following evidence was given:— 

Hannah Cole, examined by the CoRONER. 

I live at No. 2, Summers Court, Summers Street; and am the widow of} 

the deceased William Cole, who was killed by this accident. He was 48 | 





| years of age, and by trade a bricklayer’s labourer.. On Saturday night, | 


between five and six o’clock, my husband and I had just returned from! 
market, and as we were going up the court. I heard the explosion. My| 
husband was behind me, as I thought, and I flew up the court to save my) 
children. I missed my husband then, and never saw him again alive.) 
My children were all right. Whether my husband was killed by the fall of} 
the house or not Ido not know. The body which lies at this hospital I) 
have seen, and identify it as the body of my husband, 

The Coroner: We shall have to inquire how he came to be where he 
was found, because there is some rumour that he ran round to help the 


poor people. . 
Mr. Galli was then sworn to act as interpreter between the Italian 


witnesses and the court. 
Luigi Basin, examined by the CoRoNER. 
I lived at No. 4, Summers Street, which is the house that first fell. I am| 
the uncle of the boy Pietro Basini, who was killed. He was fifteen years of 
age. I used to keep him at home to assist me in doing the cooking and/| 
cleaning, making the beds, and doing whatever there was to be done in the 
house. I have seen the body in the dead-house of the union, and identify 
it as the body of my deceased nephew. | 
The Coroner said he would just warn the jury that at present there was) 
no evidénce as to whether the house fell down, and the explosion of gas} 
took place afterwards, or whether the house was blown down by the 


explosion. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Dominico Villa, examined by the Coroner. 

I am the husband of Joseppa Villa. I lived at No. 4, Summers Street, 
the house that has fallen. My wife was twenty-four years of age. I was| 
out at the time with my organ. There were several persons living in that| 
house. The body I have seen at the dead-honse is that of my wife. | 

The Coroner said that was all the evidence necessary for the identifica. 
tion of the deceased. They had.now the whole question to consider as to! 
the cause of the accident, but he thought they could not do justice to it if| 
they went into the subject on that occasion, | 

The Foreman said the jury thought they should have some evidence laid) 
before them as to the connexion of the service-pipe which went into 
No. 4 with the new main which the gas company were laying down the 
street. They had seen the pipe, and found it in a very dilapidated con- 
dition; it was not thicker than a wafer; and they wanted to ascertain, by 
having the ground broken up and seeing where the breakage took place, | 





avoidable. It would take about seven hours to make the experiments which ; “Hose fault it was. 


The Coronrn said there was a gentleman present representing the 
Chartered Gas Company, who would no doubt afford facility for the 


| purpose. 


The Foreman said the jury were desirous the coroner should give orders | 
that the portion of the ground should be opened that lay between the house 
and the main, so that they might form some idea how the accident occurred. | 
There were two or three practical gentlemen on the jury, and they would| 
form a sub-committee to go down and Jook at it when it was opened. 

The Coroner asked under whose control the premises now were. 

Inspector Porren, of the G division, said the premises were in the pos- 
session of the police. 

The Coroxer wanted to know who had the power to order the pipe to 
be taken up. 

Inspector Porrer replied that the parish had the power, and he would 
communicate with the authorities so that it might be done. 

The Foreman asked that the pipe might be produced, if it could be found, 
which led from the broken part of the service ito the house. 

A Juror thought it was likely to have been destroyed. 

The Coroner said it had been suggested to him that several persons 
were interested in the examination of tle pipes, and that a time should be 
fixed when ull parties could attend to see it taken up, Perhaps, if twelve 
o'clock on Saturday were fixed for the purpose, it would suit every one. 

Inspector Porrir said he would have the ground opened by that time. 

After some further conversation on the subject, it was arranged that all 
the parties should meet the jury on the ground at eleven o’clock on the 
Saturday morning, aud thatthe ground should not be opened till they 
arrived. The inquiry was then formally adjourned fora week. 
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TuurspAy, JAN. 3, 1867. 

The inquest was resumed this day at the Globe Inn, Derby Street, 
King’s Cross. 

Dominico Villa recalled, and examined by the Coroner. 

At the time of the accident there were in the house No. 4, a man, named 
Scartazzi, and my wife and the boy, whoare dead. I was out with my 
organ at the time, but I saw my wife in the hospital before she died, and 
she told me so. She died on the Sunday at one o'clock. She told me that 
she was ironing when she heard the explosion; that she then rushed to the 
door and tried to get out, and that when she got to the door she fell. She 
was behind the man who is now in the hospital and found herself stopped, 
and fell down at the door. She was on the ground floor of the house, in 
what they termed the kitchen—over the cellar. There was only a front 
room on that floor, and a little passage by the side of the street door. 
There was a cellar below the ground floor, and two floors above. The room 
in which she was working was the only one in the house lighted with gas, 
and it had but one burner. I did not ask her whether it was lighted at the 
time. She told me the explosion was between half- past five and six in the 
evening. I cannot say whether my wife was in the habit of using a candle 
when she was at work, as I was generally out; sometimes she did. I had 
nothing to do with paying the gas bills; Basini did that. He was the pro- 
prietor of the house. 

By Mr. Humpureys: I saw my wife and had this conversation with her 
about half-past twelve o’clock on the night of the accident. 

Mr. Humpnreys (to the interpreter): Ask him whether his wife was not 
insensible from the time she was taken to the hospital till the time of her 


? 

The Conover: That is not a question to ask a poor man. We have 
medical testimony coming that she was sensible from the time she was 
taken there till the time she died. 

Mr. Humpureys: I should like to have an answer as the question has 
been put. 

INTERPRETER: He says she was quite sensible at the time he asked her, 
and reasoned well. 

' Mr. Humpureys: Ask him whether there was access to the cellar under 
the parlour. 

INTERPRETER: He says he does not know whether there was any possi- 
bility of access. 

By Mr. Smiru: I had not observed any smell of an escape of gas before I 
left in the morning, nor at any previous time. I went out about eight or 
half-past eight o’clock that morning. 


Frederic Attwood, Esq., examined by the Coroner. 

TI am a member of the Royal College of Surgeons, and house surgeon to 
the Royal Free Hospital. The woman Joseppa Villa was brought here 
about half-past six in the evening of Saturday last. She was quite sen- 
sible, and suffering from severe burns over the whole of the abdomen and 
extremities. She died at half-past three the following day, and was sensible 
till the end. The cause of death was shock from the burns. William Cole 
was brought to the hospital at twenty minutes past six on Saturday even- 
ing. He was alive, and bleeding from the SF ope and nostrils. There 
was evidence of a fracture at the base of the skull. He was totally insen- 
sible till his death, fifteen hours afterwards. The cause of death was the 
fracture of the base of the skull and compression of the brain. 

By Mr. Merriman: Cole was not at all burnt. He made no statement, 
being totally insensible all the time. 

By Mr. Hawkrys: Joseppa Villa made no statement to me in the hos- 
pital. She was capable of doing so, but did not appear to speak English. I 
asked her several questions, but could not understand her answers, cells 
she seemed to understand what was said to her. 


Luigi Basini, examined by the Coroner. 

The house, No. 4, Summers Street, was rented by me, and I lived there 
in the ground floor. I slept in the first floor back. I left the house last 
Saturday afternoon at fuur o'clock, I smelt a smell of gas there at three 
o'clock, and I then lighted a piece of paper, and went from the burner all 
along the pipe down to the meter to see if there was any leakage. There 
was only one burner in the room. The gas was supplied from the works 
in Brick Lane. I paid for the supply. The service-pipe came up from the 
cellar underneath. I did not go down into the cellar on the day of the acci- 
dent. It was only used for keeping pieces of boxes in. The meter was in 
the parlour, on the ground floor. When I smelt the gas I did not go down 
into the cellar to see if there was an escape, because I thought it came from 
the street, where the ground was being broken up. My opinion as to the 
cause of the explosion is that the men in connecting the old pipe with the 
new main must have made a breakage in the old pipe, and so filled the cellar 
with gas. 

A Juror: That is quite right. 

The Coroner; Does he know anything about the lighting of the gas on 
Saturday night? 

Witness: No, I do not, because I went away at four o'clock, and when 
I came back, just after six o'clock, the house was all tumbled down; but 
no one lighted the gas only myself. I do not believe that Mrs. Villa lighted 
it. I lighted it on Friday night, and found it all right then, as I had done 
before. I do not know where Pietro Basini was at the time of the explo- 
sion, but Scartazzi told me that my nephew was sitting with him at the 
side of the fire. 

The Foreman said he thought Scartazzi ought to be seen at the hospital 
and his evidence taken; at present they were all in the dark as to what 
was being done at the time. 

By the Coroner: Scartazzi is at present very ill; he is lying at St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital. He told me that Joseppa Villa was with him at 
the time of the accident. I turned off the gas on the previous night about 
one o'clock. I was iu the habit of turning it off at the meter first, and then 
at the burner. 

By Mr. Smit: The cellar was always kept locked, and no one could get 
into it without my knowing. When my men went down they always asked 
me for the key. “The last time I was in the cellar was about a month ago, 
when I went to fetch up a box to put some clothes in. No one had been 
in the cellar fora month. If, in any case, 1 did not come home at night | 
in time, then the woman used to light the gas. No application was made | 
to me by the gas company’s people who were working there for the key of | 
the cellar. 

By the Coroner: The meter on the premises belonged to the gas | 
company. | 

By Mr. Humpureys: The meter was kept in a box, with a flap that let | 
down, 1 was in the house between two and three o'clock on the Saturday | 
alternoon. My nephew Pietro and Mrs. Villa were there at the time. I 
was sitting near the fire in the ground-floor room with him at about a quarter ‘ 
past two. 1 do not remember one of the gas company’s men coming into 
phe house at that time. I did not see my nephew speaking to any one, nor 





did he leave me. He might have gone to the door, but I cannot say 
whether he did or not. 

Mr. Humpureys: I wish to bring it to your mind if possible, because I 
have evidence of a different character, and I do not want you to make a 
mistake. I will just tell you, sir, how it is. 

The Coroner: I think it will better come out in evidence. 

Mr. Humpnreys (to the interpreter): Just ask the witness this—Tell 
him that a man states that he did go into the house and see his nephew 
and talked to him, and tested the meter about ten or twenty minutes after 
two. 

INTERPRETER: He says he did not see him. 

The Coroner: That just confirms his last answer—“I did not see Pietro 
Basini speak to any one.” 

By Mr. Humpnreys: I did not complain to the gas people, or to any one 
else, that I smeit the gas af, three o’clock. I did not observe at what time 
the men left off work; I think it was about four o’clock. 

By Mr. Merriman: I do not know what has become of the meter. 

Mr. Merriman: It might save time if I state that I have given notice to 
Mr. Humphreys to produce it. 

Mr. Humpureys: And you have my answer. All I can say is that my 
company know nothing about it: they have never seen it. 

Examination by Mr. MerRtMAN continued: I did not see any one take 
the meter away. I do not know exactly what was the amount of the last 
gas bill I paid; it was either 10s. 9d. or 9s. 10d., for the two quarters rental 
due at Michaelmas last. That was about the usual rate. 1 am quite sure 
that I turned the gas off at the meter on the previous night. 

Mr. Hawkrss: I should like to know whether any one from the street 
could enter the cellar without going through the house? 

Witness: Yes, sir, they could. 

The Coroner: Do you mean that there was access to the cellar from the 
street without going in at the door? 

Witness: They could go in, but the door of the cellar was closed. 

The Coronrr: Was the door locked at the time? 


’ 


Witness : Yes,sir; locked. There were no steps tothecellar; they would) 


be obliged to jump down. There were no railings in front, nor grating over 
it. There was a flap which was closed, so that no one could get into the 
cellar without applying in the house, unless they broke in. 

By Mr. Merriman: The other entrance to the cellar was from the par- 
lour, but that was nailed up. The gas-pipe into the cellar was an iron pipe. 
I had no reason for not lighting the gas on Saturday, except that we never 
lighted it before half-past six or seven o'clock. I had lived in the house 
17 years. I have complained that the gas was disarranged, and they came 
to pump it several times. The iron pipe was in the cellar before I took it. 
The person who let the house to me is here. 

Mr. Merrman: Was not the house a very old one indeed? 

Mr. Smirn: I submit that that is not a proper question to put to this 
witness. We have scientific evidence here as to the state of the house, and 
therefore it is only a waste of time to ask this Italian about it. 

The CoxoxeR: You might ask him whether the house was in good 
repair. 

Mr. Humpnreys: I think it is a very proper question. 

Witness : The house was in very good repair. I used to spend money to 
keep it nice and clean, and I never saw anything to alarm me. I do not 
know how long it had been built. 

Mr. Humpnreys: Do you know of any notice being given by the distric 
surveyor about the unsafe state of the house? 

Witness: No; he never gave me any notice. 

By a Juror: The meter in the house was a wet meter. 


John Norton, Esq., examined by the Coroner. 

I am a member of the College of Surgeons, and am surgeon to the 
Holborn Union. The deceased boy was brought to the workhouse on 
Sunday morning at five o’clock, He was quite dead. I have made an 
external examination of the body. There were burns on the right leg and 
ankle and the left cheek; fracture of the collar-bone and ribs; dislocation 
of the left wrist, and lacerated wounds on the fore-arm and in the arm-pit. 
His death was caused, not by the burns or fractures, but by suffocation 
either from the gas or from the rubbish falling on him. 

The Coroner: The boy appears to have been making his escape when 
the house fell upon him. He was not found till the next morning at five 
o'clock, just outside the house. 

Thomas Westbury, examined by the Coroner. 

I lived at No. 5, Summers Street, and reached home on Saturday, the 22nd 
of December, about a quarter of an hour before the explosion. I went tomy 
own room, which was the back room on the second floor. I smelt the gas 
when I got upstairs, and I opened my window to let it out. I had not been 
in my room three minutes, | suppose, before I heard my wife call out, and 
the explosion took place. That was about five or six minutes after I had 
opened the window. The explosion did not take place in my house, but in 
No. 4, as far as I can understand. The house did not fall before the explo- 
sion. I did not hear any crash. I heard the explosion, and then a minute 
or a couple of minutes afterwards the houses came down. I got out through 
the back window and over the back wall, and hurt my hips in doing so. I 
could not get downstairs, and I could not see fur the smoke. I cannot give 
any idea as to how the accident happened, except that it was from the 
explosion of gas. There were wo gas-burners in No. 5. I do not know 
whether there were any in No.3. Noone was hurt in my house except 
the landlady, to whom I used to pay my rent. She had her leg broken. 
I did not smell any gas in the street before I went into the house. I think 
the gas company’s men had then all gone home. I did not see any of them 
in the street. 

By the ForEMAN: The landlady’s leg was broken through the falling of 
the house upon her. She is the wife of a cabman, who was out at the time. 

By Mr. Hawkins: After I heard the exp osion I stood still, not knowing 
what I had better do. After the first explosion a part of the house fell 
down, and after a minute or two the remainder fell. I was lifted right off 
the floor with the explosion, and then I stood still in astonishment. 

George Knight, examined by the Coroner. 

I live at No. 9, Little Warner Street, and am a warehouseman at Day 
and Martin’s blacking manufactory. On the 22nd of December I was sitting 
in my parlour reading, about six o'clock in the evening, as near as pos- 
sible, when I heard a report and felt a shock, as though something had 
fallen. It shook the house, and I ran to the foot of the stairs to ask my 
lodger whether anything had fallen down. She replied in the negative, aud 
I then went tothe door. I found some people going in the direction of 
Back Hill, and I followed them till J got into Summers Street. I had got 
about four or five doors up on the right-hand side, when I saw the house 
nearest to Eyre Street Hill (No. 4) falling out into the street. I ran for 
assistance, and when the police came I helped to keep the people back. 
Some torches were brought, for the street was in darkness, the lamp having 
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ne out. We could smell the gas very strongly by the ruins, and almost 
instantly afterwards it got alight and set fire to the ruins. — 
The Coroner: You did not see where the gas was burning? 
Witness: The gas was burning when it got alight in the ruins that fell. 
There was no light in the building when I first went down. I did not see 
ight the b ° , 
"r hog be nts There was a fire in the house at the time. We have evi- 
dence that people were sitting by the fire. There was quite enough to set 
i the gas. i 
MTs Fonmeass How long do you suppose elapsed between your hearing 
the shock in your house and seeing this house tumble? 
Witness : From one minute to two minutes; not more than two minutes. 
It is about 60 or 70 yards from my place to where I stood when the house 
terThe Foreman: Well, now, did I or did I not understand you to say that 
the gas escaping from the ruins in the street was ignited through the 
hes? 
iVitness : The gas ignited, but I cannot say it was through the torches. 
I called to the men to get further away from the gas with their torches and 
lights. Shortly afterwards the gas caught light, but that might have been 
from the fire in the place. ’ 

The Foreman: At all events, you are quite certain that the gas in the 
ruins did ignite? " 

Witness: Yes ; and the men who were engaged in trying to get the 
bodies instantly ran off; but when they saw there was not much danger 
they went back again. That was before the Italian woman was extricated. 
I saw her hand through the rubbish. She was got out about 2 yards in 
front of the house. i did not see anything of the man Cole. The gas 
seemed to me to be ignited first in the centre of the front of No. 4 house. 


which was in the middle of the street had gone out. I do not know whether 
there had been any light burning in the house. 

The Coroner: I think we have now got to a point when we ought to 
get some evidence as to the state of the pipes. 

Mr. Humpnreys: I may tell you, sir, that I have two or three persons 
in attendance who were on the spot directly after this occurred. 

The Coroner: Do you wish to examine them? 

Mr. Humpureys: I should wish to tender them. 

The Coroner: You appear for the Chartered Gas Company. Is there 
any independent witness who has seen the pipes? 

James Chaney, examined by the Coroner. 

I am a plumber, and live at No. 18, Back Hill, Hatton Garden. I was at 
my shop door when I heard the explosion. 1 immediately went to see what 
was the cause of it, and I saw the house No. 4, or at least a part of it, full. 
I did not see No. 5 fall. I then went to St. Jolin's Wood, to fetch the land- 
lord's agent, Mr. Gaines. I have since examined the gas-pipe that supplied 
No. 4, and found that the part leading from where the company’s men had 
disconnected it, to the main in the street, was defective. There was a 





T-piece on it, and a branch to the street-lamp, which was on the side of the 
house. The pipe produced is the one I saw; it was disconnected from the 
branch to the lamp while I was there. I should imagine that the accident 
was attributable to this defect in the pipe. I should think it was decayed 
sufficiently to be leaky. I believe there was a hole in it which would allow 
the gas to escape. The escape would be into the street—in the middle of 
the road probably. There is a plug on the end of the pipe now, which I 
have no doubt has been put there since the explosion. [Witness pointed 
out to the jury the “ hole” in the pipe. ] 

The Coroner: What you mean by a hole, is a crack or flaw ? 

Witness: A flaw. 

The Coroner: Is there any evidence to show that this pipe really con- 
veyed the gas to the house? ’ 

Witness : I cannot say more than that I saw the position of the pipe and 
the house, and saw the ground when it was taken up. 

The Coronrer: You do not know that this pipe took the gas into the 
house? 

Witness: I have reason to believe so from the position of it and of the 
house. 

Mr. Humpureys: I think it right to say that this pipe had nothing to do 
with it. This is an old pipe that was stopped up on the Saturday previous. 

The ForEMAN: Quite so; this is only wasting our time. 

Mr. Hawgurys: If Mr. Humphreys says this pipe has nothing to do with 
it, 1 shall ask no questions. 

Mr. Merriman: But I shall, for I think it is very important. If I un- 
derstand the evidence of the witness, he says this pipe ran along the road, 
but Mr. Humphreys says this was the old main. 

The Coroner: That is not in evidence. 

Mr. Merriman: What is the circumference of this pipe? 

Witness: It is a 3-inch pipe. 

Mr. Merriman: Can you say whether before the new main was laid down 
this pipe was the exclusive supply to the street? 

Witness; That I cannot say. Onething I can say, this was charged with 
gas in my presence before it was disconnected on Tuesday, 

Examination continued: I did not see anything of the meter after the 
explosion. I have not seen the pipe which ran under the footpath con- 
necting the house with the main, nor any of the pipes inside the house. I 
do not know what has become of that pipe nor of the meter. 

A Juror: I believe the pipe is in this room at present. 

Mr. Merriman: No; the juryman isinerror. The pipe here is the pipe 
immediately connected with the main, and running a long way towards the 
house, but there is a piece of continuing pipe which has disappeared, and 
the meter. 

The Coroner: Allow me to say we are to take evidence, and we are not 
to know anything without it. I understand this pipe ran down the street, 
and the question at present is whether this was the main supply to the 
house. This man says he believes it was. 

Examination continued: I first saw the flaw in this piece of pipe on 
Tuesday, the Ist inst. I am a plumber, and have used gas-piping for water 
but not for gas. 


Mr. Thomas Ambrose Potter, examined by the Coroner. 

Tam an inspector of the G division of police. 1 have taken steps to have 
the gas-pipes in Summers Street examined. After the adjournment on the last 
occasion, I at once communicated with the parish to have persons there to 
open the ground in the presence of the jury, that they might see the pipe 
which was laid from the new main to the house. I was present at the time, 
and I now produce two pieces of iron pipe that were taken out by the men 
Iemployed. The main was in the centre of the road, and this short piece 
was attached toit. This long piece [ produced] was attached to the short piece, 
the small part of it being nearest to No. 4. The long piece is about. 7 feet 








6 inches in length. The thin end was close up to the front of the houre, 





By Mr. Hawk1ys: When I got tothe place it was all darkness; the lamp | 








and it was at that end that I saw a gas-flame, about as big as my two fingers, 
on my arrival at the place, about twenty minutes after the explosion on 
the Saturday night. I saw another piece of pipe sticking up, correspondin 
with that, but what became of it I do not know. I have since ascertain 
from a gentleman in this room that he has it in his possession, and will pro- 
duce it here to-day. ripe produced. ] 

Mr. Humpnreys: Was it similar to this? 

Witness : It was similar to that. 

The Coroner: Is not that the piece? 

Witness: 1 could not say; it was something similar to that. 

Mr. Humpureys: | have sent for it. 

The Coroner: The piece you spoke of was evidently broken from that 
which supplied the house with gas. 

Witness: lt was, [Another piece of pipe was here produced.] It was 
not like this. It was a piece similar to the other one. 

Mr. Humpnreys: I should tell you, sir, that this is the full and complete 
service. 

The Coroner: I will number these pieces 1, 2, 3, and 4. This small 
piece will be No. 4. Now, upon your oath, you believe that No, 3 was con- 
nected with No, 2? 

Witness: I do, sir. 

The Coroner: You do not recollect anything about No. 1? 

Witness: I did not see it; but I should think it was connected with 


0. 3. 

The Coroner: How far was the end of No. 2 and No. 3 from the other 
when you saw it? 

Witness: That lay underneath. I should think 2 feet, if not 3 feet below 
this. No. 2 was under the end of the house in full blaze; No. 3 had fallen 
down, and the blaze was pouring out from the end of this. It was stopped, 
I should think, three-quarters of an hour after my arrival by the gentleman 
from the gas eee, There were several lights put up by the company 
in different parts of the street. I have used every exertion to trace the 
meter, but I can find nothing of it. When the boy was taken out of the 
ruins I assisted part of the way through the crowd with the body towards 
the dead-house, and what was then taken away I do not know. I do not 
know where Cole was. 

The Coroner: How far was the thin end of No. 2 from the cellar of the 
house? 

Witness: It came up close to it. 

The Coroner: Then supposing a defect existing here,the gas from that 
leakage would go into Basini’s cellar? 

Witness ; Yes; it was under the cellar. 

Mr, Merrtman: Can you tell us whether the pipe first brought here was 
the only main formerly running along Summers Street before the new main 
was put down? 

Witness: No, sir. 

Mr. Humenreys: I believe you have received every facility from the 
officers of the gas company ? 

itness: Yes; since I spoke to them. 

Mr. Humpnreys: I believe | was on the spot when that small piece was 
unscrewed, and suggested that it should be placed in your custody? 

Witness: Yes; 1 was present when Mr. Humphreys told some of the jury 
that anything they required should be attended to by applying to him. 

By Mr. Hawkrns: | was present at the opening of the ground, and saw 
the pipes Nos. 1 and 2 detached from the main. Mr. Humphreys suggested 
that I should take charge of No.1, and I did so, It has been in my custody 
ever since. I took charge of No. 2 by the wish of the foreman of the jury, 
and took it to the station, where it has been in my custody ever since. 

Mr. Hawkrys: I should like to know the diameter of each pipe. Is the 
diameter of each pipe the same? 

Mr. Humeureys: They are 4-inch barrels. 

The Coxonrg: Now I think we should have the workmen called to give 
an account of what state they left the work in. 

Mr. Humpureys: With great pleasure; they are here by my direction. 

Thomas Damsell, examiued by the ConoNER. 

I live at No. 11, Radnor Street, St. Luke's, and am a service-layer in the 
employ of the Chartered Gas Company. I connected the service from 
No 4, Summers Street with the new main on the 22nd of December. I 
left work a little after two o'clock in the afternoon—a quarter or twenty 
minutes past. I changed the service from one main to the other. I saw 
the pipes that supplied No, 4. ‘They were all perfectly good that I took 
out, and I should have put them in again, only the length did not answer 
and I had to shorten them. 

The Coroner: Have you seen this pipe? 

Witness : Yes, sir. 

The Coroner: Do you call this a perfectly good pipe? 

Witness : Not that bit. 

The Coroner: Just take it, and look at this end. 

Witness: This did not extend to the house. 

The Coroner: You put on the new piece at the end of No. 2. 

Witness : 1 did not see the thin end of No. 2; I could not get at it. 

The Coroner: Now will you look at the other end, and see whether you 
think that is a safe pipe? 

Witness : Yes, sir; but that is where I could not get to it. 

The Coroner: But do you think it a safe pipe? If you had seen that 
would you have left it? 

Witness : No, sir, | would not. 

The Coroner: If you had seen it you would not have left it? 

Witness: 1 would not have left it. 

The Coxoner: You do not think it safe? 

Witness : I should think that it was not if it was in that condition; but 


I do not know whether the fire played on it or not. Atany rate, I did not || 


see it. I could not get at it. 

The Coroner: Do you not think that a pipe as thin as that might break 
at any time, or leak ? 

Witness : Yes, sir ; the pipe would break—the fire would injure it. 

The Foreman: What eflect do you think the screwing of the old pipe on 
to the new main would have? 

Witness : 1 always get a pair of tongs and hold the pipe. I never move 
a my inside where I cannot see it. 

he Foreman: You are quite sure you held that pipe while you were 
screwing it into the other one? 

Witness : | did, with a three-quarter tongs. 

The Foreman: But that would not, perhaps, prevent your shaking the 
pipe. It might prevent it turning round, but would it prevent your 
shaking it? 

‘itness : 1 did not shake it. .e 

The Cononkr: I understand you to say that in putting on the new pipe 
you did not damage or injure the other? 
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Witness : No, sir; I am sure I did not damage the pipes. I held this pipe 
when putting on the new piece. 


P : 
The Coroyer: Is not this so thin that a very slight amount of moving | 


would break it? 
Witnesy* Well, bricks or anything else falling on it would do so, or fire 
ying Apon it. There might not have been any hole in it till the bricks 
fell or thie fire played on it. Y ¢ 
The Cokoner: But supposing there had been no bricks-or fire, and it 
i that state. a very little would break it? 
:) Yes, sir, if it was in that state. 
The Coxoner: Well, we might ask Inspector Potter as to how far it was 
buried/in the ground. (To Mr. Potter:) How deep down was that pipe? 





Inspector Porrer: The little end was sticking up. It was about 12 or | 


15 inches underground—below the pavement. The thin part was not in 
the ground; it was just under the flap of the cellar. 

The Coroner: Was it ina position in which it might have been struck 
by anything? 

Inspector Porrer: I cannot say that. 

The Coroner: The only thing is to ascertain whether it was so pro- 
tected as to prevent its being touched. 

Examination of Damsell continued: The main from which I disconnected 


this service was a }-inch pipe, which lay on the other side of the new main. | 


The pipe first produced was the old main, to which the service had been 
attached. Having screwed the service on to the new main, I went into the 
house (No. 4), and asked a boy who was there to light the gas. He turned 
it on at the meter and lit it, and I then turned to the meter and searched 
to see if all was right. Iasked him if I could go into the cellar, and he 
said I could not, or else I should have gone down and searched there. I did 
not smell any gas. Iexamined the pipes as far as I could. That wasa few 
minutes after twoo’clock. I examined the pipes with a piece of lighted tarred 
yarn, and found no leakage, and there was no smell whatever. If I had 
smelled anything, I should not have left it. I have not seen anything of 
the premises since. It is impossible for me to say how the accident hap- 
pened. I have formed no opinion on the subject. I do not know anything 
about where the meter has gone to. 

By Mr. Merrmian: The piece of new pipe which I put-in went from the 
main to the kerb, because the old pipe was too long to make a connexion, 
the new main being nearer to that side of the street than the old one. I 
did not put in the new piece because the old pipe was worn out. 

Mr. Merriman: Did you not feel that in your judgment as a practical 
service-layer there was occasion to substitute a new pipe for the old one? 

Witness : I should not have done so if the length would have come in. 

Mr. Merrman; I will take that answer. You tell the coroner and the 
jury that the old pipe was so perfectly good that, though you were putting 
down this new main of larger circumference, you would have left the old 
service-pipe in if the length had suited? 

Witness: Yes. 

Examination continued: The diameter of the new main is 3 inches, and, 
in my judgment, the old service-pipe was sufliciently strong to do instead 
of putting ina new one. I have not got the piece that I took away; I do 
not know where it is; I dare say it was chucked on one side. It is impos- 
sible now to find it, because it would be chucked amongst other pieces, not 
thinking of this occurring. There are other houses iu the street which are 
supplied with gas at this time, and I made connexions to them. I put a 
new service into No. 15. It is impossible to tell how much piping I took 
away, because I was working in the street all day, and the pieces were put 
with other things, as I did not think of any accident of this kind. I did 
not take away 20 feet. 

Mr. Merriman: Well, now then, if any piping be fonnd of this cirenm- 
ference and description in Summers Street, it must have come from this 
one house? 

Witness ;: 1 do not mean the old main. 

The Coroner: I do not understand the point of your observation. Here 
is the pipe which he took away, which I think is the best possible indication. 

Mr. Merriman: You told us just now that, supposing the bricks bad 
fallen on this pipe, or the fire had played on it, it might have been reduced 
to the condition it is now in? 

Witness: 1 said it might injure the pipe; but as to the condition of that 
pipe, of course if I could have got to see it I should have removed it. 

The Coroner: He has said that before. Do you want him to say more 
than that? He says it is a very bad piece of pipe, and if he had seen it he 
would have removed it. 

Mr. Merriman: He also said that it might be done by bricks falling upon 
it; but I will not press the question. 

The Conover: But you might press the question. It was not under- 
ground, and clearly bricks might fall upon it. 


Mr. Merriman: You know the position of that end of the pipe. Now is | 


it possible, in the ordinary nature of things, that the bricks couid have fallen 
upon it, or that it could have been exposed to any influence which would 
reduce it to the miserable condition in which it now is? 


Witness: I think the fire might have got to it, and the bricks might fall | 


upon it and break it. 

Mr. Merrman: Do not you think it is exceedingly possible—of course 
uninteutionally—that you might have given the pipe a shake, so as to break 
a pipe so rotten as that? 

Witness: I am snre I did not. My tongs were perfectly good, and I 
twisted it up with all the carefulness I could. 

Mr. Mereiman: You do not exactly answer my question, I do not ask 
you whether you did or did not; but 1 ask you, do you not think it possible 
that unconsciously you may have shaken that pipe sufficiently to break it? 

Witness: I know I did not. 

Mr. Merrtmman: Do you mean to say it was impossible to happen ? 

Witness: It did not happen to me. 

The Coroner: You say it is impossible to have broken that pipe in 
screwing on the new piece? 

Witness : I could, if I had not been very careful; but I am sure I did not 
do it, for I was very careful. 

The Corongr: What more do you want to make him say, Mr. Merriman? 

Mr. Merriman: I am going to put this question—If you had done it un- 
consciously, of course it would speedily have snapped with a jerk ? 

Witness: lf I had done such a thing I should have found it out directly 
on going into the honse. 

Mr. Merrtman: But a slight shake would have broken it? 

Witness: I did not give it a slight shake. It might have done so if I had, 
but I did not. Perhaps it was not so bad as it is now, before the fire came 
on it. 

Examination continued: It would not take a very large jerk to doit. I 
have not made any inquiry since about the meter. It does not belong to 
my department to do so. 








| Mr. Merroan: Some of us did not quite understand what you said about 


| the testing ofthe meter. I think you said you did not go into the cellar or 
the kitchen to do-so. 

The Coronsr: I heard nothing about testing the meter in the cellar, 
because we already know that it was on the ground floor. I have gotdown 
that he did not go into the cellar. He said he tried the taps and the meter, 
and there was no léakage. 

Mr. Merriman: Has anybody said anything to you since the accident 
about taking away the pipes? You know there has been a piece of pipe 
taken away; when that was done did any one say anything to you 
about it ? 

Witness: No. 

Mr. Merriman: Did any one remonstrate with you for taking it away ? 

Witness : No. ' 

Mr. Merriman; Are you the man who was told to take care of the meter, 
and not allow it to be taken away? 

Witness? No; nothing of the kind. 

By Mr. Smiru: I have been more than 20 years in the employ of the 
Chartered Gas Company, and have been engaged in laying services for 
10 years. It is 10 or 12 years ago since I first had anything to do with 
Summers Street. I cannut say whether during that time the main there 
has been renewed, as there are many of the company’s men going about. 
| I cannot judge from its appearance, because pipes vary so much in duration 
whether they are laid in a wet or dry soil. 1 do not know that I have ever 
heard what is the average time a pipe will last; it would depend upon the 
nature of the soil; in a nice dry soil it would last a Jong time. I do not 
know how often a pipe above-rround ought to be inspected. I spoke to the 
| Italian boy about going down into the cellar, and I should have gone there 
| even though I did not smell gas, if I could have done so. That was about 
two o’clock, after I had used my tongs on the pipe. The joint was com- 

lete before twelve o'clock. It is the very last thing I do to test the pipes. 

never touch anything afterwards. I did the job with my own hands, but 
I had a man to assist me in getting the ground out. We did not work 
throughout the previous night. 

The Foreman: I wish to ask you whether, when you hold a pipe so tight 
with the tongs, as it is necessary to du to screw a new piece on, it would 
not leave a mark upon that pipe? 

Witness: 1 did hold it tight; it does not always make a mark. 

The Foreman: I know something of the nature of gas-tongs, and that 
you cannot hold a pipe with them without making a mark. 

Witness: Here [pointing] is about where I held it. 

. A Juror: If he did hold that pipe with a firm grip it must have snapped 
it in two. 

Witness [examining tie pipe] : Whether this is the mark of the tongs I 
do not know. The tongs would not slip over this joint. 

The Coroner: You do not see the mark of your pincers? 

Witness : No, I do not see much of a mark. 

Mr. Humpureys: You see the pipe has been covered up with mud and 
dirt since. 

_ The Coroner: You are sure you put your pincers on, and did not shift 
it in your hands? 

Witness: 1 am sure i did. 

By Mr. Hawkrys: I do not know Basini; I may have seen him in the 
street. I do not know whether I saw him on the 22nd. When I spoke to 
the boy, there was a female in the room. I did not insist upon going into 
the cellar, nor did I ask to see any one else. The boy understood what I 
said, for when I asked him to turn on the gas he did so. 

The Coroner: At any rate, the boy does not appear to have told Basini 
that any one had been there. 

Examination continued: I did not ask to see the master of the house. I 
did not think it worth while to insist upon going into the cellar, because I 
did not consider there was anything wrong. I go into hundreds of places 
like that; some people will allow me to go down and others will not. The 
service-pipe was of iron. A lead pipe is rather more tough, unless it isvery 
old. I have seen lead pipes in the ground that would break as soon as thin 
iron. Lhad no trouble in making the joint. 1 began shortly after ten 
o'clock to take the ground out, and it was dene shortly before twelve o'clock. 
I did not hold the pipe with the pincers more than two or three minutes— 
just sufficiently long to twist it up. I knowthat I did not jerk it, for 1 am 
so used to doing it, and I always watch this point very narrowly; and I 
will not move anything out of sight. Sometimes things go on so regularly, 
that it does not take a minute to do. 

By Mr. Humpukeys: { had no other reason for putting on the piece of 
new pipe than that the old piece was too long; it was not because it was 
defective. 

The Coroner: You have no means of producing that piece ? 

Mr. Humpnreys: I am afraid not. I understand from the company 
| that these pieces, as they are taken away, are thrown upon a heap of old 
| pipes, and it is impossible to say which is which. 
| The Coroner: Well, I suppose the company are acting in good faith. 

Mr. Humpureys: I assure you they are doing so, and you should have 
this piece with the greatest pleasure if we could find it. I understand 
from the superintendent that the trucks are emptied every night, and the 
pieces thrown upon a rubbish heap. 

Examination continned; At the time I made the joint the end of the 
old pipe No. 2 was perfectly good and sound. The greater portion of the 
| pipe itself was under the footway. The place where I connected the new 
| piece to it was just beyond the kerb, in the roadway. ‘The distance from 
the edge of the kerb to the area was about 4 feet. 

The Coroner: Then do you mean to say that the pipe went through 
the area and was exposed before it came to the cellar? 

Mr. Humpureys: Yes. 

Mr. Merriman: I am told there was no area. P 

The Coroner: Call it a kind of passage or hole, or something of that 
sort, which led down to the cellar in front; that is the equivalent or homo- 
a ofanarea. I want to know whether the pipe went through that 
place. 

Mr. Humpnreys produced a plan to show that it did. 

Examination continued: The end of No. 3 pipe must have been in the 
cellar, but I did not see it. The little piece broken off No. 2 pipe would 
come very close upon the brickwork of the cellar—just inside it. I 
anything had fallen upon this piece it might have broken it. The pipe 
No. 4 was connected to this pipe, and joined to the meter in the house. 
At the time I finished the job there was no gas running through the main. 
It was because I found that the end of the pipe which 1 took away was per- 
fectly good and sound, I believed the whole was in the same condition, and 
did not require to be renewed, and I think so now. I went a little further 
up the street, and got my dinner, and when I returned a little after two 
o'clock the main was charged with gas. The meter in the house was in 3 
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little box under the window in the ground-floor room, I tested the pipe in 
the house with a light all along to the meter, and asfar as [ could see. I 
did not perceive the slightest smell of gas in the house. I left the premises 
a little before three o'clock. I heard no complaint of any escape of gas. 
It was about a quarter past two when the boy lit the gas in the room, and 
it then burned properly. I said to him, “That's all right; you can put it 
out.” But he did not put it out while I was there. 

By the Coroner: There ws a woman there at the time, but I did not 
see her face. Whether it was a woman or a big girl Ido not know. I did 
not see Basini there. 

Mr. Humenreys: I believe that big piece of pipe was found the same 
night, about eleven o'clock, by one of the company’s servants hanging 
down the area? 

Witness : 1 did not see it. 

Mr. Humpnreys: But it was given to you to take home to Mr. Johnson, 
and itis now in the same state ? 

Witness : Yes. 

Mr: Humpureys: It was given to you by Mr. Kelly,a person in the 
company’s service, and it is in the same state now that it wasthen. We 
have heard something about the old main—I believe that was not put 
down by the Chartered Comp:iny. It is an old main that belonged to the 
London Company. 

Witness : 1 do not know. 

Mr. Humpnreys: You were asked if you saw any mark of your tongs 
jupon the pipe. I believe after it was joined the ground was filled in over it? 

Witness: Yes. The pipe is rough, and the tongs wonld not slip — it. 
|I do not see any mark upon it, but at the place where I most likely held it 
ithere looks like a mark, thongh I should not have seen it unless it had 
nen pointed out, but the pipe is rough enough to prevent it slipping in 
\the tongs. 

Mr. Hawaus: Mr. Humplireys asked the question whether the old pipe 
was in good order, and the witness said it was. I want to know how much 
lof the old pipe his answer extends to. Do you mean the portion of the pipe 
|that was taken away? 

Witness: Yes. 
| Mr. Hawkrys: Not the portion that was left? 
| Witness: No; 1 am not talking of that, sir. 
| The Coroner: How many inches did you see of it? 
| Witness : I should say about 6 inches. The pipe itself was about 4 feet 
| 
| 
| 





4 inches, 
Mr. Merriman said he should like to know whether the deceased boy 
could speak English. 
Luigi Basini recalled, and examined by the Coroner. 


Pietro Basini could not speak English. I never sent him out for anything 
\becanse he could not. He might have understood a few words, but he could 
|not speak it. I was at home at two o’clock on the day of the fire. I went 
out about four o'clock. I was by the fire all the time in the room where 
lthe boy and the woman were. I went to the door and saw the last witness, 
when he was connecting the pipe, but into my house he never came that 
day. He was there about two months ago, but I will swear that between 
‘two and four o’clock that day he did not come in. 
| A Juror: What was the position of the meter? because if Damsell never 
|was in the house he could not tell that. 
| The Coroyer: He might know the position of the meter from having 
jbeen there before. I do not know that it involves the necessity of his 
having been there that day. 
| Examination continued: The meter was just in the middle of the window 
It was kept 





|next the street, at about the height of a form from the ground. 
in a box. 

| Mr. Hawks: Basini says he was looking on at Damsell changing the 
|pipes. I want to know whether he saw him make any change in the pincers 
jhe was using. 

| ‘itness ; I saw him when he was trying to unjoint a piece between, and 
jhe could not unjoint it. He then went down the street, and came back 
| with another pair of pincers and finished the job. While he was doing it 
|this pipe was all moving in the ground. 

Inspector Potter, recalled, said, in answer to Mr. Humpureys, that 
there was no part of No. 4, Summers Street, standing, and only the lower 
part of No. 5. He did not know that they were very old houses. They 
had no doubt been built many years, but the fronts seemed pretty good. 

Mr. Humpnreys: The frout, | believe, was 4-inch brickwork, and just 
newly put ip. 

Witness : Some years ago they were new-fronted. 

A Juror: That is 14 years since. 


Tuurspay, Jan. 10. 

A Juror asked to have the evidence of Damsell read ever, as he had 
some important questions to ask him. 

The Coroner said he thought it would be better to recall Damsell and 
ask any questions that might be necessary, 

The Juror said he would do so. 

The Coroyer: You said there were important questions to put to him, 
as though you had been communicating with some one out of court on 
the subject. I think it would be much better for the jury to keep their 
minds free, and get their evidence only from the witnesses. 


Thomas Damsell recalled, and examined by the Jury. 


I was the only person that had to-do with laying this service, except the 
labourer who got the ground out. Our inspector (Mr. Lacey) was up and 
down the street. There was no pipe handed to me by any one in the em- 
ploy of the company. I had two labourers with me, and I sent them for 
anything I wanted. After the accident, a man named Kelly, in the com- 
pany’s service, gave me the piece of pipe (No. 4) which was lying there, 
and L took it to the house:of Mr. Johnson, our chief inspector, Where this 
pipe entered the wall of the cellar there was a flap-door over it. Water 
continually dropping upon that pipe for years would, of course, rust it. 

Mr. Smiru: If you recollect, sir, on the last occasion this witness says he 
asked the boy for the key of the cellar. 

The Coroner: And that was denied by Basini. 

Mr. Ssrx: So far as Basini knew. 

The Coroner: Well, Basini was there the whole time. 

Mr. Smirn: The boy was in and out of the room. I want to know why 
this man selected the boy, when Basini, the owner of the house, was there, 

Witness: I beg your pardon, he was not in the house, unless he was 
hidden somewhere, ov in another room, or under the bed, or behind some- 
thing—he was not visible. The boy easily understood what I said, for he 
turned round and lighted the gas. Iam sure that I asked him for the key 
of a I am sure that it was No, 4 went into; I had nothing to do 
with No. 5. 











Mr. Smrra: We have it in evidence that Basini was there till four o'clock. | 
I want to find out who it is that is telling an untruth. 

Mr. Humpnreys: It may be that neither is telling an untruth. Basini 
might have gone in and out till four o'clock. 

Mr. SurrH: I want to know why the witness did not speak to Basini, but 
selected a boy, who is now dead. 

By Mr. Merriman: I did not ask the woman when I was refused. by the 
boy, because the boy seemed to act as if he had authority in the house. The 
woman did not once look round or say anything, and I thought this was 
quite an answer to go away upon. 

A Juror: No doubt he gets many refusals. 

Examination continued: I did not consider it very important that I 
should go into the cellar, or I should have pressed it further. 

The Coroyer: He has said he did not consider it important, more than 
-— What more do you want? We do not want to be sitting here all 

ay. 

A Juror: It is quite satisfactory to the jury. 

By Mr. Humpureys: The screw was already made on the end of the 
pipe before I attempted to join it. 

Charles Plummer, examined by the Coroner, 

I am a shoemaker, and reside at No, 12, Back Hill, Leather Lane. On 
Saturday evening, the 22nd of December, I went to the corner of Summers 
Street, to see the time at the Crown public-house. It then wanted ten 
minutes to six. Just as I turned round to go back, I heard a report and a 
crash of glass. I am sureI heard the report first. I ran up Summers 
Street to No. 16, which is opposite to No. 4, and waited there for a minute, 
or perhaps it might be a little less, when the whole of the house No. 4 came 
down, roofing and flooring. As soon as it had settled I crossed the road, 
and looked into the ruins, I there saw a female hanging by her arm and 
dress to the rafters or timbers that were crossing each way between the two 
houses. I was about to get over the ruins, when some one from behind 
sung out—“ For God's sake get away!” I heard a crash at the house 
No. 5 direetly, and almost before I had time to recross the road and get 
clear that house fell down. I afterwards assisted to get ont the bodies. 
The first one got out was that of Cole. He was not dead, and was taken to 
the hospital. We found the female about ten minutes afterwards, and then 
the place was on fire. I returned for my hat and coat, and got back over the 
wall into Summers Court. I saw Damsell standing against No. 6, Summers 
Street, talking to Kelly. He appeared to be showing him the position of the 
old main. Kelly then went upon the heap of rubbish, and came back with a 
piece of pipe in his hand, which he gave to Damsell, and told him to take 
away. Damsell did not take it away, but stood looking at it, as if he were 
astonished. Kelly went again on to the heap, and turning round saw Dam- 
sell standing in the same position as when he left him. He said—* Why do 
you not take that away?” Damsell said—* Where am I to take it to?” 
Kelly replied—* To hell and blazes! anywhere out of this.” Damsell then 
took the pipe, and went up the left-hand side of Summers Street, in the 
direction of the gas company’s premises. I do not remember seeing him 
again that evening. I should know the pipe if I saw it. I saw it here last 
time. It had a brass cock on it. I have seen nothing of the meter. 

By Mr. Humpnreys: I have lived in the neighbourhood nearly two vears; 
not all the time in the same house; I was a year and eight months at No. 1. 
No. 12, where I now live, is one door from Summers Street. When I first 
saw Damsell, on the night of the accident, it was between eight and nine 
o'clock. I did not see Kelly find the piece of pipe; I saw him bring it 
directly from the ruins. It was about 14 yard long. Damsell left with it at 
half-past nine as near as possible. I believe he went in the direction of 
the company’s office. I have known Damsell for 18 years, and believe he 
is a very respectable, hardworking man. The gas company put up stand- 
pipes after the accident, which were alight all night for the purpose of 
assisting the police and the fire brigade. 

By Mr. Merriman: I have had no communication with any one in 
reference to giving evidence here to-day. I was asked to come forward as 
a witness by, I believe, the landlord. [The pipes were again brought into 
court.] The pipe No. 4 resembles the pipe which Kelly gave to Damsell, 
only there was in one end a piece of lead pipe. 

By Mr. Humpureys: There is no appearance on this pipe of lead having 
been broken or melted off. 


John Bulley, examined by the Coroner. 

I live at 34, Leonard Street, Finsbury, and work for the Chartered Gas 
Company. I opened the ground for the service to be laid to No. 4, Sum- 
mers Street. I was there from half-past nine in the morning till half- past 
two o'clock on the 22nd. I did not examine the pipes particularly; they ap- 
peared to me to be very good when I opened down to them. I opened the 
ground up to the kerb. Everything seemed good, as far asI saw. The 
new piece was put on to the service because we had to shorten it, because 
the new main was nearer to the house than the old one. I did not see the 
piece of pipe which was taken off, as we had two more services to disconnect, 
and while Damsell was doing this I picked down to the others. 

By Mr. Humpnreys: I was present when the pipes were charged with 
gas, and saw Damsell test the service with a piece of lighted tarred yarn. 
That was a little after two o’clock. He tested it as far as the ground was 
opened, from the main to the kerb, and it was quite safe. I saw Damsell 
go into the house No. 4 about a quarter past two o'clock, after he had 
tested the joints. I saw him again five minutes after he came out. Before 
he went in he said to me that he should like to go into the cellar. I sup- 
pose that was to see his work was all right—he did not say. 

Mr. MerRiman objected that a conversation between two servants of the 
a ge before the accident was not evidence. 

Mr. HumpHREyYs said he did not impute untruth to Basini, but this ex- 
amination was with the object of showing that. Damsell did go iuto the 
house. He would not, however, press his question. 

Examination continued: I did not smell any escape of gas after Damsell 
came out. I filled the ground in before three o’clock. 

By the Jury: I did not use a rammer when filling in the ground; it was 
not requisite there. I do not think there was a rammer in the whole street. 
I have no recollection of seeing any one standing at the door of No. 4 
looking at us while we were at work. 

By Mr. Merrman: Dameell did not test the pipe close up to the wal! of 
the house—no further than the kerb. It was not my place to examine 
the pipe particularly, but, as far as my judgment goes, it seemed a good 
one. There was no more haste in laying down the new main than usual. 
I do not know that the men worked all Friday night. 

Mr. Humpsreys: It is not true that they were. I believe the new main 
was put down by the contractors, Messrs. Aird. 

By Mr. Hawxtss: I do not know Basini; never saw him to my know- 
ledge. I saw Damsell screw the pipes together, and saw that it was done 
firmly. Idid not bring him a pair of pincers. Two pairs are generally 
used—one to hold the pipe with, and the other to serew round with, I saw 
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him do that. He was able to finish the po with the same pincers, and did 

not get any others. He told me that when he went into the house a lad 

was there, and that when he was going to put out the gas the lad said, 

“Let it alone; in won't signify.” The contractors who lay down the mains 

do not connect the services; the company’s servants do that entirely. 
Michael Kelly, examined by the Coroner. 


I live at 15, Radnall Street, St. Luke’s, and am a valve man in the employ 
of the Chartered Gas Company _I went to Summers Street on the evening 
of the accident about half-past six o'clock, and assisted to cut off the gas 
in the street from the house that had fallen down. I did not see anything 
which led me to form an opinion as to the cause of the accident. I saw 
the pipe which went into the house. I distinctly saw it alight at the union 
end where it was separated from the meter. I also saw the long end of 
No. 2 burning where it was broken off. There was some rubbish lying 
upon them. I took away the pipe No. 4 when it was thrown out of the 
ruins by the firemen, and I gave it to Damsell to take care of. I was not 
anxious to get rid of it at all. I did not tell. him he might take it to hell 
and blazes so long as he took it away. I never used those words atall. I 
only told him to take care of it. He did not ask me what he should do 
with it. Ithought it might hereafter be wanted. I did not then know 
that any one was killed; I knew that some persons were in the hospital. 
This was the only pipe taken away at the time. 

By Mr. Humpureys: I went there with my superior officer, Mr. John- 
son. I did not tell Damsell where to take the pipe to. I assisted in fixing 
up three temporary lights for the purpose of facilitating the search among 
the ruins, and stopped there as watchman all night. This pipe, No. 4, is 
in the same condition as when I gave it to Damsell. There was no lead 
attached to it then. It is not the company’s property, but of the person 
who had the gas laid in. I have not looked for the meter; I expect it 
went down in the ruins. There was enough fire when I got there to 
melt the soldered joints of the meter. This pipe, No. 4, was the pipe 
that went up from the cellar to the meter. It was about eleven o'clock 
at night when I gave it to Damsell. On Sunday morning I removed 
the rubbish which covered No. 3 pipe very carefully, and found it hanging 
to pipe No. 2. I took the one in my hand, and the other fell off. The cellar 
at that time was choked up with rubbish. I kept possession of No. 3 till 
Mr. Johnson came on Saturday morning. I have been in the service of the 
company 21 years, 

By the Jury: I do not think that the filling in of the earth would cause 
the main to sink, and draw the service-pipe out. I have never known of 
such a thing in my experience. 

By Mr. Merriman: The diameter of the new main was considerably 
larger than that of the old main. The pressure on this 3-inch main would 
be no greater than on the 3-inch service, which formerly was there. The 
pressure on the service-pipe going to the house would not be greater than 
before, because the 3-inch main came off a larger main further up the 
street. 

The Coroner: I do not know whether it is capable of scientific demon- 
shined that the supply from a 83-inch main would not be larger than from 
a f-inch. 

Mr. Merriman: A scientific man assures me that the pressure would be 
considerably greater, and, therefore, the inference is that there should have 
been a stronger service-pipe. 

The Coroner: That is a question of pneumatics; at any rate, this witness 
denies that the pressure would be greater. 

Examination continued: The Jarger main was put down because we 
had more customers wanting a suppiy of gas. There is no doubt the 
service-pipe is rusted, but there must have been something fall upon 
it to cause it to break. The fire having played upon the end of 
it for an hour and a half would make it very thin indeed. The pipe 
would have carried gas for 10 years tocome. It is impossible for me to 
tell the age of it, because in some ground pipes will be worn out as much 
in one year as in other ground in three. 

By the Jury: I do not know whether the service to that house had ever 
been renewed. Exposed to the influence of the rain and the atmosphere, it 
would soon become rusty. 

The Coroner: We have had no evidence that this pipe was exposed to 
the wet. 

A Juror: It would be by the rain running through the cracks in the 
cellar-flap. 

Witness: I knew the flap well before the accident; it fitted quite close, 


|}and it was almost impossible for anything to get through to that pipe. 


The Coroner: There is no evidence of any one having seen the pipe 
before the accident, and therefore it is all theory about the water trickling 
through. 

By Mr. Smira: I do not know who the meter belonged to; some persons 
buy their own, others rent them of the company. From the brass junction 
at the end of the iron pipe to the meter it would be the business of the gas- 
fitter employed by the person in the house to layonthe pipe. Itis the rule 
after the company have taken the gas inside the wall of the premises to cap 
the service if the gas-fitter is not there. It would be the duty of the com- 
pany to keep the iron pipe as far as the brass junction in repair if it was 
reported to require it, but they do not keep men to go round and examine 
these pipes. If there is an escape of gas reported they attend to it directly. 

Mr. Smirn: If this piece of pipe belonged to the tenant, and not to the 
company, why did you venture to take it away? 

Witness: Jt was thrown out by the firemen from the ruins, and I 
thought it better to take care of it, so that it might be had if required. 

Mr. Humpnureyg: I should like now to call Mr. Lacey, who will tell you 
that it is impossible an escape of gas could have been going on for three 
hours from a pipe of that diameter without everybody knowing it. So many 
thousand feet of gas would have escaped that the whole neighbourhood 
would have been filled with it. 

The Coroner: You put me in mind of the lawyer who told his client 
that the magistrates could not put him in the stocks, though he was there 
ail the time. We have evidence that the gas had been escaping from three 

Mr. Humpnureys: I have also other witnesses who will say they heard 
no explosion till they saw the houses fall down. 

Luigi Basini was recalled, and, in answer to Mr. Humpureys (through 
the interpreter), said he could speak a few words of English, but could not 
hold a general conversation, He had been in England 20 years. The 
deceased boy had been in England about two years, but had never been to 
school, 

The Coroner asked whether anybody was present who could speak to 
the state of the houses. He thought they had now all the evidence neces- 
sary with respect to the gas, and the next question was whether there was 
any probability that the houses fell down and broke the pipes. 

A JurnyMan: No, no. 





Mr. Sarr said he understood that the evidence of Scartazzi had been 
taken at the hospital by the coroner's officer. 

The Coroner said his officer had had statements made to him by the 
injured man, but it was a question whether that was evidence or not. 
They could, however, hear what Scartazzi had told him. 

John Hodgson Mu , examined by the Coroner. 

Iam the coroner’s constable for St. Pancras. I went to St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital this morning with Mr. Galli, the interpreter, and saw Luigi 
Scartazzi. He was in bed, and could not raise his head. I did not see the 
surgeon, but I was told that it would be some weeks before he would be 
able to get about. He is not likely to die. 

Mr. Merriman said it might happen that the verdict of the jury would 
be what some persons did not want, and that hereafter it would be sought 
to quash the inquisition on the ground that the coroner had received evi- 
dence which he should not do. 

The Coroner said this was not evidence at all in this case. It was simply 
evidence as to the state of Scartazzi, and whether the evidence of this man 
was of any value, or whether the jury would be able to do without it, he 
could not say. 

Mr. Merriman asked the coroner to be good enough to state on his 
notes that Mr. Merriman, appearing for Mrs. Cole, objected to the evidence 
at this stage. 

Examination continued: Scartazzi told me that on the evening of the 
accident he came home at half-past five o’clock with his organ, and that 
he was present with Mrs. Villa and the boy at the time of the explosion. 
Mrs. Villa was ironing. 

The Coroner said that was enough to shew that the man was in the 
house. At present there was no evidence as to how the gas caught fire, 
though there was evidence of a fire being in the room, and of course gas 
could be ignited as well by a fire as a candle. 

After some discussion upon the question of Scartazzi’s evidence, 

Mr. MERRIMAN said there were two other witnesses present who could 
confirm the evidence already given. 

Andrew Cura, examined by the Coroner. 

I live at 15, Summers Street, and let out organs. I saw Basini at his 
own door on the day of the accident. I saw the gas-men at work, turning 
round one of the pipes with pincers, and Basini was there looking on. It 
was a piece of new pipe being joined to the old, and it moved a little as 
they screwed it. 

Dominico Belli, examined by the Coroner. 

I live at No. 14, Summers Street, and am engaged at some asphalte 
works. I saw Bassini between two and three o'clock on the afternoon of 
the accident at hisown door. He was there till half-past three or a quarter 
to four. I saw the gas people there at the time [ saw Basini. I heard the 
report or explosion, and went out. I saw that No. 4 had fallen down, and 
as I got close to the place No. 5 fell, and I was knocked down and hurt, I 
heard the noise of No, 4 falling after the explosion. 

By Mr Humpnreys: I did not notice Basini go away from the door for 
a few minutes. He did not go away to my knowledge during the time I 
have mentioned. 

Angelina Vale, examined by Mr. Smrru. 

T live at 16 and 17, on the opposite side of Summers Street. Between 
eleven and twelve o'clock on Saturday, Dec. 22, Basini called to me 
that the men had cut his gas off. I told him he was an old rogue, and had 
not paid his last quarter. I spoke to him in English, for though I am an 
Italian by birth, I do not speak Italian. There was a man at the time at 
work upoa the pipe in front of the house. I did not see Basini afterwards, 
All the windows in my house were broken by the explosion. I was at the 
next house at the time I heard it. I went to the door and found No. 4 was 
down, and I had to cross some bricks to get home. The noise I heard was 
like acannon. The house fell after the explosion. No. 5 fell after I had 
got in-doors; some four or five minutes afterwards. 

By the Coroner: I cannot say whether I heard more than two noises, 
I was so confused. I did not smell any escape of gas in the afternoon 
before the explosion. 

By Mr. Merriman: The first noise I heard was a very weak noise. 

James Phillips, examined by the Coroner. 

Iam a bricklayer, living at No 9, Eyre Street Hill. On the afternoon of 
the accident I smelt the escape of gas when passing along Summers Street 
on the side the houses fell. I afterwards went to No.4 and saw the de- 
ceased woman and boy. There was no one else there. I smelt the gas very 
strong in the house, and looked to see if the tap of the burner was turned 
off. I found that it was, and I then took a candle and lighted it, had the 
gas turned on at the meter, and examined the place. There was no escape 
in any way to account for the smell. There wasa fire in the room. I did 
not try the pipe below the meter. The deceased woman turned the gas on. 
That was abont five minutes after four. The gas was turned off again. 

By Mr. Humengeys: I did not complain to any one about the smell, as 
there were only the woman and boy present, and they did not understand 
English. The cellar-flap would open from the street. I do not know 
whether it was open. I did not look to see whether the deceased woman 
turned the gas off again, but it went out previous to my leaving, and I then 
turned the tap. 

By Mr. Smiru: I went to the house to put my tools there. I had kept 
them there a long time. The house was in substantial repair. 

By Mr. Humpureys: Basini gave me leave to put my tools there, and it 
was more convenient for me, as I was repairing the back of one of the 
stoves for my employer, Mr. Palmer. I was frequently at work in that 
street. I know Basini; we were good friends; I used to speak to him in 
English and he spoke to me in the same language. I knew the poor boy 
who is dead, and used to speak to him occasionally in English. 

By Mr. Mereman: I| was not at work in the cellar, nor near the meter. 
It was not possible that I interfered with it, as it was in a wooden box. I 
am quite certain that I did not disturb the gas-pipes in any way. 

By the Coroner: I did not inform the gas people when I smelt the 
escape. Perhaps I did not think of it at the time. : 

By the Jury: I have been in the habit of working in that house for 
years, and have been in the cellar. I have seen the flap put up. I recol- 
lect seeing the gas-pipe there some months ago. I did not notice its con- 
dition. hen I smelt the escape of gas that afternoon I thought it might 
arise from the men having been at work outside. 

Alfred Bishop, examined by the Coroner. 

I lived at No. 5, Summers Street, and am a pipe-maker. I was at work 
almost up to the time of the explosion in the kitchen, cellar, or parlour. I 
smelt the gas between twelve and two o'clock, and thought it arose from 
the men being at work on the pipes. It made me ill in the afternoon, and 
I laid down in a corner of the room. When I heard the explosion, I stood 
still against the chimney. After that I suppose I was in the house twenty 
minutes. 
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Mr. Humpnreys: It is a very odd thing; you say you smelt the gas be- 
tween twelve and two, whereas there was no gas in the pipes. 

Witness: It is true that I smelt it, and my wife also; and she opened the 
window to let it out. I continued to smell it till the time of the explosion. 
I did not complain, because I had seen the men at work in the morning. 

Mr. William Edward Gaine, examined by the Coroner. 

1 live at 12, King Henry's Road, St. John’s Wood Park, and am asurveyor. 
I am receiver to this estate, and have had the management of the property 
for some time. The estate is not now in Chancery: it has been. The owner 
is Mr. T. J. Burdon. I have known the property for eighteen years. I have 
no means of knowing when these houses were built, and it is difficult to 
form an opinion. They were substantially built. I have examined the 
place since they fell, and there is nothing to lead me to suppose they gave 
way. Evidently some explosive force was the cause of their fall. I have 
come to the conclusion that it was from the accumulation of gas in the 
cellar of No. 4, that being the only house to which the gas was laid on. I 
should imagine the other houses in the street were built about the same 
time. They are all perfectly sound. The adjoining houses, Nos. 3 and 6, 
are still inhabited. 

By Mr. Humpnreys: I was in No. 4 week before the explosion, giving 
orders for some little repairs. I did not examine the state of it then; it is 
some time since I examined them professionally. I cannot say that the 
houses were built of old material. There is some good timber and scant- 
ling in them. The brickwork on the ground floor was 14-inch work, and 
above that 9 inch. They might have been built a century ago, or within 
the last fifty years. I have not examined these houses to see whether they 
were built in conformity with the Act of 1787. 

Mr. Humpareys: If you had looked at that Act, and examined the 
houses with respect to it, you could have given positive evidence that they 
were built before it came into operation. 

After some discussion as to continuing the inquiry, 

Mr. Humpueeys said he should tender the evidence of four or five wit- 
nesses, to show that these were very old houses, and that they fell down 
before the explosion. 

By Mr. Smita: The appearance of the place after the accident indicated 
that it had been caused by great explosive force. Half of the back front 
was blown out, and some portion of the materials carried across the street. 
If the houses had fallen as has been suggested, the upper portion of the 
wall must have come down. One of the sashes of No. 18 on the opposite 
side is broken, and some pieces of wood, forming a portion of the house 
that fell, have been blown into the room. There is one large piece, which 
appears to be a part of a door. 

y Mr. Merriman: The house No. 3 is still standing, but the wall is 
discoloured, as if by smoke. 

The Coroner said perhaps some of the professional gentlemen present 
would tell him whether, if ke went to the hospital and took the evidence of 
Scartazzi, there would be any legal objection to it. 

Mr. Humpureys said he would undertake to make no objection so far as 
he was concerned. He did not know that it would be strictly legal, because 
the man was not in extremis. 

The Coroner said perhaps it had better stand over till the next meeting, 
meanwhile counsel's opinion could be taken on the question. 


Tuurspay, Jan. 17. 

Mr. Swurn, at the sitting of the court, complained of an irregularity 
which had taken place. He stated that one of the jury was personating 
the gentleman who had actually been summoned, he being only the fore- 
man of that gentleman. 

The Coroner said such a proceeding might lead to all sorts of misrepre- 
sentations, and he must request that person to withdraw. Before pro- 
ceeding with the evidence, he thought it right to say that he had taken 
legal opinion on the subject of Scartazzi’s evidence, and he found that as 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital was out of his district, he had no power to go 
there and take depositions. For all the purposes of this inquiry the man 
might as well be at Edinburgh or Aberdeen, as the City of London was not 
within the jurisdiction of the coroner for Middlesex. In the next place, no 
evidence taken before the coroner under these circumstances would be of 
any value in a court of law, unless the jury were present at the time 
it was taken, and he had no power to take the jury out of his district. It 
would, therefore, be for the jury to say whether they would adjourn until 
such time as Scartazzi could attend, or come to a conclusion irrespective of 


| frontings are not “ bonded ” to the side walls, but that is nothing uncommon. 
| There = in some places no cohesion of the mortar, but that is not un- 
; usual. There does not appear to have been any bonding at all between the 
frontings and the party walls. There were very few ties intoit. The timber 
I believe was in short lengths, but I have not measured it, and it is very 
difficult from its present state, to judge of its original ~~ The story- 
post of the house No. 5 was in three pieces, but I do not think that would 
necessarily affect its strength. I have known story-posts to be in several 
pieces in warehouses where great weights were to be stored. The mortar 
used in the construction was not very good, but a house built with such 
mortar would not therefore be likely to fall, When I saw the ruins it ap- 
peared to me self-evident that the catastrophe was the result of an explo- 
sion. I believed also there had been an explosion from the general appear- 
ance of the interior of the house, independent of the appearance of the 
windows. I should think the houses were between 80 and 90 years old— 
certainly not exceeding 90. They were evidently built since the Act of 
1774 came into operation, they having been built in conformity with that 
Act, and the windows set back in reveals. 

By Mr. Merriman: Of my own judgment I cannot say the age of the 
houses independently of my knowledge of the Act of Parliament. The 
houses adjacent to the fallen houses are not shored up, and I do not think 
they require it in order to support them. 

By the Coroner: Mortar will degenerate in character when not made 
of the best materials. The best mortar, such as that used by the Egyptians 
and Romans, becomes harder by age. ‘There is not much of that sort of 
mortar used in the present day in building small houses. 

By a Juror: It is not unusual for a story-post to be spliced when it 
becomes decayed at the bottom. A needle shore is put up, and another 
piece spliced on to the post. In speaking of this story-post being in three 





—three pieces vertically joined. 
Robert French, examined by the Coroner. 


I live at No. 5, Summers Court, Summers Street. I was in my house on 
the 22nd of December, about twenty minutes to six, when I heard a great | 
roll like a clap of thunder. I went down the court, and heard a second | 
“roll of thunder.” I turned round and saw that the house No. 4 had fallen | 
in. I bad not remained a minute when I saw the next house, No. 5, falling | 
down. Soon after I went on to the ruins of No. 5, and I helped an Italian 
out of the ruins of No. 4. I then saw the hand of a woman above the 
ruins, and after having removed the rubbish from about her, I experienced 
a strong smell of gas. At length, with some assistance, we got the woman || 
out; she was very much burnt. Then the police came and turned us off | 
the ruins. 

By Mr. Merriman: I knew the deceased Cole, though I did not see him | 
at the time of the accident. I saw him dragged out from between the || 
cellar-flap of No. 4and No. 5. He was then insensible, and was taken to | | 
the hospital. I am positive that I heard the first sound before the houses 
fell. After I heard the report I saw the house No. 4 fall. 

By Mr. Humpureys: I saw fire issue from the ruins about ten minutes | | 
to six. The links came about then, but I am sure there was fire before || 


they came. The fire I saw was.in the ruins, two or three feet from the || 
pavement in front of the house. It was like a small blaze, and flickered || 
about. } 


Ellen Mahoney Mackie, examined by the Coroner. 

I live at No. 1, Summers Street. I was at home in the evening of Satur- | | 
day, the 22nd of December, and whilst I was having my tea I saw a flash 
of fire through the shutters. There came then a loud noise like thunder. | 
The fire I saw at the same time. Iran out to see the cause, and when I || 
got to the house No. 2, I saw the house No. 4 fall down. | 

The Coroner asked whether there were any other witnesses to be || 
examined. | | 

Mr. Humpureys said that several persons had informed the gas company | | 
that no explosion took place until after the houses fell. 

A Juror: Nonsense. 

John Mahoney, examined by the Coroner. 

I am a carpenter, and live at 19, Wilfred Street. On the evening of the | 
accident I was in Ray Street, Back Hill, some minutes before six o’clock in i 
the evening, and heard a dull, heavy sound, as though some place had 
fallen. I went at once in the direction of the sound, and saw that some | 
houses had fallen in Summers Street. I went to the ruins, and saw Cole 
lying bleeding at the side of the road, opposite to the fallen houses. We| 








his evidence. He believed the purport of that evidence was, that at the 
time of the accident he was in the parlour of No. 4, and that there was no | 
light in the room, but there was a fire burning. 
Mr. Humpneeys said he thought it right to inform the coroner that the | 
meter had been found in the ruins. It had been suggested in the course of | 
the inquiry that the company took it away. The district surveyor was 
now present, and there were some other persons who could give evidence | 
of a more important character as to the house having fallen before the ex- 
plosion than any that had = been given. 

Mr. Merriman said he thought they had had no evidence at present as to 
how the man Cole came to his death. He proposed to calla man named 
French to speak to that point. 

The Coroner said he would take that evidence after hearing the district 
surveyor. 


Mr. Frederic Wm. Porter, examined by the Coroner. 


Iam district surveyor to the Holborn and East Strand district. My 
attention was never called to the houses destroyed. I never heard any 
report of their being unsafe. I have made an examination of them since 
the accident. I saw the houses on the evening of the accident. From my 
observations I should say they were not houses likely to fall of themselves. 
From the character of the débris in the ruin, I formed the opinion that 
there had been an explosion. That opinion was founded, first, on the form 
of the back wall, which was gone in the lower part whilst the upper part 
remained in the shape of an arch. Then, on looking on the other side of 
of the street, I saw the windows broken as though from an explosion. 
The street-lamp also was broken as though it had been blown away. 
The houses, I believe, were 80 or 90 years of age. The houses Nos. 
3 and 6 I believe to be of the same age, but I do not think they are likely 
ry ~ _— than as they may have been disturbed by the fall of Nos. 
an 
By Mr. Humpxeeys: I saw no glass in the sashes of the windows in the 
houses Nos. 4 and 5. There was a window hanging at the back of the 
house No. 5, but I did not‘notice whether there was glass in it or not. Ido 
not think the houses Nos. 3 and 6 are likely to fall. Ido not think the 
houses had been built of bad material—not dangerously bad—though they 
had not been built with the best. The facings of the houses Nos. 3 and 6 
are very good. I do not think the present facings have been added since 
the house were built. I have examined the houses, and in some places the 
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took him to an apothecary’s hard by. When I got back I saw some people 
on the ruins with torches. There were then no signs of fire. I went to 
wash the blood off my hands, and to get some refreshment; and a few 
minutes afterwards I went to the ruins again, and saw they were on fire. 
: aa no explosion at all, but only the sound of some heavy substance 
alling. 

By Mr. Smit: No one has told me to come here to-day, but I have been 
to tell to a Mr. Kelly and his master, Mr. Johnson, the same story which I 
have told here. I have received no money, norjany promise of money, to 
come here to-day. 

illiam Jennings, examined by the CoRoNER. 

I am a compositor, and live in James Street, Holloway. On the night of 
the accident I was in Crawford Passage about ten minutes to six. When 
there I heard a noise—a heavy dull sound—and the people said that houses 
were falling down. I went into Summers Street, where I saw some falling 
buildings. I went on to the ruins, and saw a man there with a candle 
lighted. The wind blew it out, and I said I would go and get some torches. 
As I left the ruins to do so I heard groans. I saw a man lying in the road 
fronting the fallen houses, whom I raised up. He was quite insensible. 
That man was the man Ince, whom I took to a doctor’s. 

By Mr. Humpnreys: When I reached the ruins I saw no fire. 

John Bartlett, examined by the Coroner. 

I am a printer, and live in the Upper Marsh. On the evening of the 
accident, about ten minutes to six, 1 was in company with the two pre- 
ceding witnesses in Crawford Passage. I heard a sound—it was only one 
sound. I went at once to Summers Street and saw the fallen houses. There 
was then no appearance of fire. I left the place about half-past six, and 
then saw no fire. I saw some persons taken from the ruins. 

By Mr. Smita: I have not been talking with my friends about this matter | 
since. 








Francis Curry, examined by the Coroner. 


Iam atailor, and reside at No. 25, Little Pulteney Street. I was with 
the three preceding witnesses on the evening of Saturday, the 22nd ult., 
about ten minutes to six, when I heard a noise as of something heavy fall- 
ing. I went to Summers Street, and saw the fallen honses. I waited there 
for seg half an hour, and saw no fire for that length of time after the 
accident. 
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pieces, I mean it was in three separate pieces running from floor to ceiling | | 
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Mary Ann Trevor, examined by the Coroner. 

I live at No. 11, Summers Street. 1 was in my house, looking out of the 
window, vomeg: | before six on the evening of the accident, when I was 
terrified by a blue flame, which seemed to rise out of the earth. I looked 
after my child, and ran out into the street, when I saw the house No. 4 
fall, and all was darkness. I heard another explosion, and then the house 
No. 5 fell with a loud crash. 

Mr. HumpHreys then tendered the following evidence. * 

Mr. James Lacey, examined by Mr. HumpHreys. 

Iam an inspector of mains in the employment of the Chartered Gas 
Company. About eleven o'clock on the morning of the 22nd ult. I went to 
examine the main which was being laid in Summers Street, by Messrs. 
Aird and Son. I did not leave till two o’clock in the afternoon, and at that 
time the service was fully completed between the main and the house 
No. 4. I examined the main before and after the service-pipe was charged 
with gas. The service-pipe was good so far as I could see. I got into the 
trench and examined it closely. I could detect no escape of gas whatever, 
and I believe now, as I did then, that the pipe was perfectly safe and sound. 
I did not go into the house, but I tested the connexion of the service on 
the outside. The end of the pipe—piece No. 1—was put in quite new. I 
did not see the old piece of pipe which was thus replaced. I heard no com- 
plaint of any escape of gas that day from any one. If there had been any 
escape, I, as a practical man, must have detected il. There is a fracture 
at the end of one piece of pipe, but I could not distinctly say what quantity 
of gas could have escaped from it between two and six o'clock, 1t would 
take several thousands of feet of gas to cause the destruction of the houses 
that have fallen, and anything approaching such a quantity must have been 
detected in the neighbourhood long before the time at which the alleged 
explosion took place. 

By the Foreman: I did not think it necessary to examine the pipes 
inside of the honse. If the gas had been escaping when I examined the 
pipe I must have discovered it. 

Mr. Smiru: Is it not your duty as inspector to follow out the work to 
the inside as well as to the outside of a house? 

Witness: Yes, sir; to disconnect, or anything of that kind. But in this 
case I did not inspect the pipe inside of the house; but, as it is a rule with 
us to do so, our man, Damsell, ought to have done so. I asked him if he 
had - os so afterwards, and he said he had, and that all was right and 
sound. 

Mr. Smiru: Do you think the pipes were broken from explosion of gas— 
fragments by the falling of the house? 

Vitness: It would, The fall of so large a weight as a house woula 
break a much larger pipe than this, especially when lying in a hollow 
arched trench, and then sufficient gas would soon escape to set fire to the 
ruins if it came in contact witb any light. 

Mr. Smirxa: Then you think the fallen houses set fire to the gas, and not 
that the gas set fire to the ruins? 

Witness: 1 do. 

Mr. Hawxrys: Do you make periodical inspections of pipes ? 





\it and relay it directly. 

Mr. Hawkins: What do you call an old pipe? 

Witness ; One of 30 or 40 years; but I should not call one of 12 or 15 
|} years an old pipe. That depends not so much upon the quality of the 
; pipes as upon the nature of the ground in which they are laid. I have 

been in the service of the company about 10 years, but I do not remember 
| the pipe in question ever being inspected. 
Mr. John Johnson, examined by Mr. HuMPHREYs. 

| Iam chief inspector and surveyor of mains at the Brick Lane station of 
the Chartered Gas Company. I heard of the accident on the evening of 
| the 22nd ult., and when I went to the scene I saw that the pipe was broken 
‘and the gas was burning. The appearance of the pipe was as though it had 
been bent down and broken at the union by the falling of the houses. If 
| the gas had been escaping from the time Damsell left it, at two o’clock, up 
| to the time of the accident, such a quantity of gas would have spread through 
the neighbourhood that every person must have smelled it, and there 
| Would have been sufficient to blow up the house in half an hour. The piece of 
‘Pipe which I now produce is in the same state in which it was when it was 
| brought to me by the man Damsell. On Monday last there was a search 
; made amongst the ruins, and at my request Inspector Potter was present. 
We found the meter, a portion of the fittings attached to the meter, and the 
;gas-burner. The meter had fallen in a direct line from the place where it 
stood before the accident took place. 
| The Foreman: There is a crack in the pipe before you. Do you think 
that could have been caused by the falling of a weight over it? 
| Witness: Ido. 
was subjected to great heat, which it evidently has. 
| The Foreman: Oh! there is another opinion about that. 





that point. It was evident the pipe had been subjected to heat. 
By Mr. Smirn: Looking at the pipe before me, I think that at first it was 
a very good pipe, and I say that the thinness of one end is due to its having 
|, been corroded. We do not periodically inspect pipes, but we always take 
up a pipe upon complaint and relay it. At certain periods we uncover the 
ground over the whole of our mains. In examining the meter taken from 
the ruins we found a syphon in it, which had no business there. Syphons 
| are used sometimes to abstract gas from the meter without its being regis- 
|, tered. 
cious circumstance. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


surreptitious pipe. Icannot say | think anything, and I am not going to 
say that I think gas has been stolen, for I cannot prove it. I do say that 
| the plug was out of the meter, and that is a suspicious circumstance. Any- 
| body tampering with that plug would allow gas to escape, and that would 
| account for the explosion. 
| Mr. Smirn: Might not Damsell have taken it out? 
| a ~~ : He might, but he would be a bigger fool than I take him to be 
if he did. 
| | Mr. SmirH: Would it not have been more foolish for Basini to do so? 
‘| Witness: All I can say is, that Damsell would have no object, but 
Basini might have had one. 
| Mr. es Did you examine the part of the pipe which was under- 
ound? 
i Witness : That portion of the pipe, I understand, was not examined, 
| because as the part which was seen was good, it was concluded that the 
other part was good. 
Inspector Potter recalled : I was present when the meter was taken from 
the ruins, and | saw that the plug was out of it. Kelly brought it out, and 








| 


that is, would it be likely for the pipe before you to be broken into such | 


Witness : We do not; but if we hear of an old or defective pipe we take | 


I think it ani d pi —s 
think it might have been a very good pipe before i | you say exhibit ‘only s fraction above 4 feet 


I found the plug uf the meter gone, and that I regard as a suspi- | 





| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| been, and are still, supplying you at aloss, and on lower terms than private | 


Witness said he could not see how there could be any two opinions upon | 
| not characterize except by saying that such proceedings rarely advance any | 


| Mr. Finlay, the engineer, states that on the morrow after your deputation | 


|| By Mr. Hawktns: I did not say gas had been stolen in this case bya | 


| question was not adapted for the purpose to which you applied it, and that | 
| the results are not to be depended upon. We consequently both denounce 


| statement, this rejoinder will be sent for insertion in the JourRNAL or GAS, 


| supply each lamp with 22,000 feet per annum, which, at 4s. per 1000 feet, 


| the engineer said, ‘I have no objection; but it must be understood that it is| 
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when I saw it it was clear that it had not been out any time. The worm 





of the female screw was quite clean. Kelly could not have taken it out 
without my seeing him. I believe that it was knocked out by accident. 

A Juror remarked that, from the present appearance of the meter, the 
plug had been only recently taken out. 

This was the whole of the evidence. 

The Coroner then briefly summed up, placing before the jury the two 
theories which had been set before them—that the houses might have 
fallen from an explosion of gas owing to defective pipes, and that they 
might have fallen in consequence of their dilapidated condition and broken 
the pipes. He was bound to say that the evidence in favour of there having 
been an explosion of gas was much stronger than that in support of the 
latter theory, and if the jury thought there had been that amount of 
neglect of duty on the part of any of the persons engaged in the work of 
laying down the pipes, it was open to them to record a verdict of man- 
slaughter against them, because such verdicts were justified by the fact that 
they tended to make working men more careful in the discharge of their 
duties. On the other hand, if they thought there was only that degree of 
oversight which might occur with the best and most careful of workmen, 
they might return such a verdict as would implicate the company for 
leaving the pipes so long in the ground as to allow them to corrode and 
become defective, and so throw the whole of the responsibility upon the 
company. The jury had taken great pains throughout the whole of the 
inquiry, and he had no doubt they had acquired such a complete knowledge 
of the case as would lead them to a correct view of the circumstances. 

The jury then retired, and after an absence of half an hour returned, and | 
delivered the following verdict :—" We find that the deaths of Pietro Basini, | 
Giuseppa Villa, and William Cole, were caused by an explosion through a 
fracture in one of the Chartered Gas Company’s service-pipes, which we | 
much regret, knowing that the company was aware that that service had | 
not been renewed for many years; and we are of opinion that the company, | 
knowing this, should have given special instructions to their servants to) 
thoroughly examine the whole of the services, including all pipes as far as | 
the meter.” | 

The Foreman said the jury had but one opinion on the subject, and were 
unanimous in returning this verdict. | 

The Coroner said that was equivalent to a verdict of “ Accidental death» | 
caused by the defective service-pipes of the Chartered Gas Company.” He | 
would enter that verdict, and transmit the resolution of the jury just read | 
to the gas company. 

The inquiry then terminated. 











THE SURREY CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY AND THE ST. OLAVE'’S' 
BOARD OF WORKS. 


We have been requested to publish the following reply of the Surrey Gas 
Company to the allegations of the St. Olave’s Board of Works:— 


} 
“ To Robert Slee, Esq., Clerk of the St. Olave’s Board. ~ | 


“Sir,—I am instructed by the board of directors of this company to) 
acknowledge yours of the 19th ult., which conveys a report purporting to be | 
a statement of what took place at an interview between a deputation of | 
your board and the directors on the 8th of November, and which, though | 
in several respects erroneous, you have sent to the JouRNAL or Gas| 
LicuttnG for publication. 

“You say that ‘it was alleged by us (as a fact) that your men so turned 
on the gas that the lamps burned 6 to 7 feet per hour instead of the stipu- | 
lated 5 teet per hour.’ What we contended was, inferentially, that so long | 
as your servants have entire control of the lighting, and the flow of gas is| 
unmeasured, the average consumption may, for aught we can tell, be 6 or| 
7 feet instead of 5 feet per hour. We stated that we object, on principle, to 
your control of the lighting; that your servants, having no incentives to | 
providence, may be expected to suffer waste, and that, in fact, they had | 
wantonly and repeatedly burned the gas by daylight. You have now| 
pleaded guilty to this allegation, which you acknowledge as ‘improper | 
lighting by daytime, and thus you have justified our objections to your | 
control over the supply of gas. 

“Tn the report under consideration you have entirely ignored our offer to 
supply the lamps by meter at our reduced price. We contended that you | 
ought, like other consumers, to have the gas registered, and to pay for the | 
quantity actually consumed, which is all we required. 


“We pointed out, also, what you have farther omitted to notice, that we 








amounts to £4 8s. per lamp for gas only (apart from lighting, cleaning, and | 
repairing), and that as our charge is £4 5s.* per lamp, we have always | 
consumers. If there be no affectation of belief in your experiments, which | 
~~ hour, you have the 

remedy at hand by acceding to our proposal that you should burn by | 
meter. | 
“ This allusion to experiments brings us to an incident which we shall | 





cause. Abusing the confidence of our engineer, you made use of a ‘ regu- | 
lator’ contrary to promise, and have published the results of a test, which | 
would be inconclusive even if the experiment had been checked and verified. | 


waited upon us, one of your board—Mr. Rendle—called upon him under 
colour of having a friendly conversation on the subject, and inquiring, | 
among other things, ‘What is a regulator?’ Mr. Finlay said, if he could 
find such a thing he would explain its operation. In the store-house, the | 
store-keeper handed to Mr. Finlay the regulator which came first to hand. | 
Mr. Rendle asked if he might take the implement away with him; on which | 





for your own private information, for you have had information from me 
before, and have used it at a public meeting.’ To which Mr. Rendle re-| 
plied, ‘I shall not do so.’ Mr. Finlay now reports that the implement in 
the proceeding and repudiate the results. As you have published your) 


LIGHTING, that those who are interested in the subject may form a just 





conclusion.—(By order of the board of directors.) 
“Tam, sir, your most obedient servant, 
“ 'W. P. Boppy, Secretary. 
“ Surrey C 3s Gas Company, Jan. 17, 1867.” 








* In the last number of the JournaL or Gas Licutine ‘the price is stated at 
£5 5s. per lamp. 
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WINDSOR LOCAL BOARD. 
TuurRsDAY, JAN. 3. 
THE WINDSOR GAS COMPANY'S BILL, 

As a Meeting of the Corporation, acting as the Local Board, held this day 
at the Town-hall—the Mayor presiding, 

It was reported to the board that Mr. C. T. Phillips, the clerk, had 
forwarded to the Windsor Royal Gaslight Company, Limited, the following 
resolution to which the committee of this board had agreed—‘ That it be 
recommended to the gas company to reduce the dividend on new ordinary 
shares to 7 cent., and the maximum price of gas within the borough to 
5s. per 1000; to increase the illuminating power of the gas to 14 candles ; 
that the parenthesis in clause 46 of the bill should show that in streets of any 
width the company will bear all the expense of service-pipes in the streets ; 
and that the authority to test the oo apeyy Lory of the gas should be 
given to the corporation in their capacity as a Local Board of Health.” On 
this a conference ensued, and on the Ist inst. Mr. George Cartland, jun., 
ithe secretary to the gas company, replied to Mr. Phillips’s communication 
| that the directors of the company had had under their consideration the seve- 
' ral alterations which the committee —— ' the Local Board of Health 
| desired to be made in the company’s bill before Parliament; and that having 
given the matter their best consideration the secretary was directed to state : 
** That considering the very hazardous nature of their business, the directors 
feel that their application to be allowed 8 per cent. on new capital is only 
reasonable. That with regard to the question of price, the maximum sum 
named, 6s. per 1000 feet, was inserted with the intention only of — 
against loss, in the event of the anane rise in the price of coals an 
labour, and not with any idea of raising the present price to the public, except 
necessitated by that cause. Having, however, discussed the question with 
your committee, and wishing to meet the local board in a conciliatory spirit, 
they have agreed to reduce the maximum price to 5s. 6d. per 1000 feet. The 








|not be justified in altering the clause respecting the illuminating power, 
and trust the local board will not press this point. Respecting the supply of 
service-pipes free to consumers to the extent of the roads, whatever may be 
their width, they will in deference to the wishes of the board alter the clause 
to meet their views. They have also instructed their solicitor to alter clause 
48, so as to give the power of testing the quality of the gas to the local board, 
as desired,” , . 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN said the board ought to consider the question very deli- 
cately, and a sense of duty ought to urge its members to be very careful in 
giving assent to the town being saddled with high charges for gas in conse- 

uence of the rate of interest allowed to the shareholders. If the original 
shareholders were secured their 10 per cent., the new shareholders—who 
would doubtless be the same individuals as the old shareholders—ought to be 
content with a maximum dividend fixed at 7 per cent. The board ought to 
| insist upon the adoption by the company of all the recommendations of the 
committee. If the company charged an extravagant price now, the board 
might, if it were so inclined, negotiate with the Eton Gas Company or favour 
the establishment of a new gas company in Windsor; but when this bill 
passed the Windsor Gas Company would receive a monopoly, The company 
urged that they anticipated having to pay a higher rate of wages, but he 
believed that there would eventually be a reaction in this respect, after the 
efforts of the trades unions had subsided. Gas coal, too, was not likely to rise 
in price, for it was not a description of coal that was used in households or 
for manufacturing purposes. Gas coal was a coal peculiar to itself—the refuse 
of household coal, and the production of certain veins which are too soft for 
ordinary purposes. As to the illuminating power of gas, it could easily be 
increased by the addition of a certain per centage of cannel coal. Some 
descriptions of cannel coal, it was true, were very expensive—as much as 50s. 
a ton—but other sorts were very much cheaper, while some kinds could not 
be used in households at all, so that that which did not do to be used in house- 
holds would do, and might be used with advantage by gascompanies. Slough, 
which he supposed must now be called a little town, although it was recently 
only a village, had fixec the illuminating power of its gas at the standard of 
14 sperm candles ; and yet the gas company of the royal borough of Windsor 
asked to be allowed to supply its customers, and one of those customers the 
Queen, with 13-candle gas. The committee asked nothing unreasonable, 
they demanded nothing but what it would be in the interests of the gas com- 
pany to comply with, and he trusted that the board would induce the com- 
pany to comply with those recommendations, or take proceedings in Parliament 
to ensure the recommendations of the committee being inserted in the bill. 
He moved a proposition to this effect. 


Mr, CLEAVE seconded Mr. Chamberlain’s proposition. 


Mr. H. W. Jones, in support of the proposition, reminded the board that 
the Gas Companies Consolidation Act fixes the maximum dividend payable to 
old shareholders, while as to new shareholders there is a little discretionary 
power; but he did not believe that Lord Redesdale, who exercised a veto as 
chairman of committees of the House of Lords, would pass a bill with a 
maximum dividend of more than 7 per cent. to the new shareholders. He 
was perfectly astonished at the bigoted idea of the Windsor Gas Company’s 
engineer—viz., a 13-candle illuminating power ; for now there was no bill 

assed under the standard of 14-candle illuminating power, except in some 
ittle village. The board ought to insist upon a 14-candle stan ard, at the 
least ; and he was not quite sure whether in Windsor it ought not to be 15. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN’S opinion was, that the illuminating power in Windsor 
ought to be 15. 

r. H. W. Jonzs, in conclusion, urged that the board ought to lodge a 
petition against the bill. 

Mr. CLAVE inquired whether there was plenty of time for a petition to 
Parliament upon the subject. 

The Crerk (Mr. C. T. Phillips) replied that a petition must be lodged 
within 10 days of the first reading of the bill. 

Mr. Alderman Jones advised that the subject should be adjourned for a 
larger board—a meeting of the board specially convened for the purpose. 

Mr. BepBorovGu remarked that there might be a majority of shareholders 
in the gas company present at the adjourned meeting. 

Mr. H. W. Jonzs replied to this observation that they would have no right 
to vote. He added that there was no wish on the part of this board to insist 
upon anything that was unreasonable. 

The resolution moved by Mr. Chamberlain, and seconded by Mr. Cleave, 
was put into this form by its proposer, and carried nem. dis.—‘* That the re- 
commendations of the committee respecting the proposed bill of the gas com- 
pany be adopted by this board; and, unless the same be complied with, that 
steps be taken to oppose the passing of the bill.” 

Ata subsequent stage, it was resolved that a committee be appointed by 
the Local Board of Health, to watch the gas company’s bill to take necessary 
steps to watch the interests of the public, and if necessary to lodge a petition 
against the bill. 














| company having yielded to the board on the question of price, feel they would | 


| panies. 


| 
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DUNDEE TOWN COUNCIL. 
Tuurspay, JAN. 17. 
THE DUNDEE GAS COMPANIES BILLS. 

At a Meeting of the Town Council, held this day—Provost PARKER in 
the chair—the consideration of the gas companies bills was resumed. The 
General Gas Act of 1847 was read, and attention called to the need for 
taking care that the provisions of the Amalgamation Bill in reference to 
the £70 beso put as not to supersede any of the powers of the General 
Act. It was resolved to recommend to the council to take into its imme- 
diate consideration the powers of the council, as a police commission, 
acquiring the works and rights of the Dundee New Gaslight Company, 
instead of permitting the amalgamation of the two companies. It was also 
resolved that the clerk be instructed to prepare, to explain at the meeting 
of the council on Thursday, the powers at present existing under the 
General Police Act and the New Gas Company Act, or otherwise for carry- 
—— the object above expressed. 

he Cterk: We have got some letters from Mr. Flintoff, which, if you 
desire it, I can read. 

The Provost: They should be read. We should know all we can of 
what is going on in the world. 

The CLerk then read the letters, as follows:— 

151, Strand, London, Jan. 2, 1867. 
To Provost Parker, Dundee. 


Dear Sir,—Knowing the great interest you have so long felt in the gas question, 
I have forwarded, by this post, copies of the three bills deposited in Parliament by 
the gas companies. 

It is because the local authorities through Britain have neglected to take notice 
of such bills that the monopoly in gas has become so great. If the bills forwarded, 
in their present shape, become law, it will be tantamount to a perpetual monopoly 
in Dundee, and your gas, instead of being equal to 24 candles, need not be more 
than 14 candles. 

If you get a small committee of the council and magistrates and commissioners, 
or of either, to consider clause 67 in the Act for amalgamating the two companies, 
I could render you very important service as to the modus operandi in opposing the 
two Bills, or (if it is thought best) in altering the clauses so that the interests m3 the 
gas consumers would not suffer. 

You have not a day to lose, and I think that a committee, of say five or six, might 
treat with the gas directors, and so arrange matters as to be beneficial to all parties, 
and thus avoid the expense of a parliamentary campaign. 

I have sent you Captain Gridley’s Return to the House of Commons on Gas Com- 
One Dundee company has given short particulars: the other has not done 
so. There is a reason for this. You will perceive that Liverpool has gas, cannel, 
as good as yours at 3s. per 1000 feet—paying a 10 per cent. dividend. 

I shall be glad to supply you privately with information without charge, and to 
assist the local authorities in securing what they ought [to have had long ago—the 
gas-works in their own hands on very different terms to those of the proposed bills. 
Manchester makes about £10,000 a year profit onjcannel gas sold at 3s. per 1000 feet. 

Yours faithfully, Gro. Fiintorr. 
151, Strand, London, Jan, 4, 1867. 
To Provost Parker, Dundee. 

Dear Sir,—Since yesterday, I have carefully gone through the three gas bille. 
They cannot pass if the council and commissioners oppose, as they are so manifestly 
unfair. 

If the amalgamation takes place, the company can furnish 1l4-candle gas only, 
and charge 7s, 6d. per 1000 feet for it. They would also get 10 per cent. dividends 
on £127,500, being £25,893 more than they actually cost! 

An amalgamation as proposed would raise the value of the gas property of the 
two companies to the extent of £143,800, and every shilling would come out of the 
poor gas consumers, because they would have to pay interest on it out of the 
profits on gas. 

Altogether, I look upon the proposed bills as an impudent attempt on the part 
of the gas companies to enrich themselves at the expense of the public, while clause 
67, pretending to sell to the town, is a mere farce. Yours faithfully, 

Gero, FLINTOFF. 

The Provost asked if Mr. Kerr was prepared to inform them what powers 
they had in this matter. 

Mr. Kerr then read the following document :— 

Noteby the Town-Clerk in reference to the existing pawers of purchase and sale 
between the Town, Council for the town, .or as Commissioners of Police, 
and the New Gaslight Company. " 

Reference is made to the New Gaslight Company's Act passed in 1846, sec. 57. 

By that section is enacted— 

1, It shall be lawful for the magistrates and council, and the commissioners of 
police, or for either of these bodies, at any time to lease or purchase the works of the 
company, with all the apparatus thereto belonging, upon such terms and conditions 
as shall be mutually agreed on. 

2. And failing any such agreement, the game bodies, or either of them, shall have 
the right to purchase and take possession of the said works and apparatus in the 
manner or under the condition prescribed in the arbitration clauses in the Lands 
Consolidation (Scotland) Act with respect to the purchase of lands otherwise than 
by agreement. 

It appears, then, that if the council so resolve, they my geepese and take com- 
pulsorily, failing agreement, the works and apparatus, which I assume means the 
whole concern, or the company may, on the other part, sell and convey. 

It may be that some proceedings under the Police Act may be needed preliminary 
to the purchase—for example, special resolution—and it may be that with the present 
machinery for working out the sale a provisional order may be needed. But if the 
council desire to go on with the transaction it can be worked out, Kerr. 

Mr. Scorr said he hoped the council would give no uncertain sound in 
reference to what they intended to do in this matter. They all knew that 
the management of those gas companies, for a great number of years past, 
had not been giving satisfaction to the general public. It certainly was an 
anomaly to appoint one man to manage two companies, both of which were 
engaged in the same line of business, and he thought it was altogether con- 
trary to the spirit of the Act of Parliament under which the New Gas Com- 
pany was constituted. He did not see that by simply opposing the amal- | 
gamation great advantage would be derived to the public. They wonld' 
require to go further than that. He was glad to see it recommended by 
the committee that they should endeavour to take the arrangement of the | 
gas companies into their own hands. That was the proper course; but if, 
it was found impracticable to take over both companies, they could take 
over one of them, and they would thereby prevent amalgamation. He did 
not think the matter would be right until the town took the management 
of the gas into their own hands. He concluded by moving the approval of 


the minute. 
He agreed with every word that had 








Mr. Mackay seconded the motion. 
been said by Mr. Scott. Although the whole of the purchase price of the 
gas companies was to be lost, it would ultimately be a gain to the town. 
He was sure the public would agree with them, as there was a decided feel- 
ing in the community in favour of the town taking the management of the 
gas into their own hands. 

The Provost: I suppose the minute is approved of. 

Mr. ALLAN thought the matter should be remitted to the Police Com- 
mission at once, 

Bailie Hay said he understood that the objections agreed on by the council 
against the Amalgamation Bill were to be pressed as if that measure was to 
be proceeded with. This was a special recommendation to the Police Board, 
but whether they were to purchase the new gas stock or not, it was neces- 
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to secure proper clauses for the protection of the inhabitants in any bu 
to be introduced into Parliament. 

Bailie Foce1e said that in Liverpool there were four or five works con- 
|! ducted by one company, and the gas there, which was as good, if not better 
|| than that supplied in Dundee, cost only 3s. per 1000 feet. It was strange 
|| why the difference between the prices could be so great—the price in Dundee 
being nearly double. It was for the interest of Dundee to take a determined 
stand against this amalgamation. : pol 
|| It was agreed to recommend the Police Commissioners to take up the 

.  ¥ 
i| 


j 


r. STRONNER said he believed that Mr. Flintoff deserved the thanks of 

'' the public, and that he should be informed that the community were obliged 
| to him for his letters. 
|| Mr. Nicouu said he could speak very favourably of the services of Mr. 
' Flintoff to the public in general. He certainly was the cause of lowering 

the price of gas in many towns throughout the kingdom, and he was still 
glad he was able to give advice. 
| Mr. Scorr said that notwithstanding the lowering of the price of gas, the 
|; companies, by some legerdemain, swelled up the gas bills till they were as 
| large as before. Whatever was the result with others, that was the result 
||in his case,—Dundee Courier. 


| 
| 
| 





} 
| 
| THE DRAINAGE AND WATER SUPPLY OF CANTERBURY. 


The Canterbury Local Board of Health having engaged Mr, Pilbrow, C.E.» 
|| to —— a new scheme of drainage and water supply, that gentleman has 
i! just forwarded the result of his labours to the body named; and although 
|' it is not yet out of the printer’s hands, our local correspondent has been 
enabled to furnish us with some of the salient points of the important 
|; document. 
|| The report is a long one, and goes very fully into details and reasons for 

i the advice given, and is accompanied by an appendix containing much tabu- 
‘lated matter in relation to quantities and estimates; also 7 specifications and 
'' 13 plans, sections, and drawings—the former explanatory of the qualities of 
|, the materials and workmanship recommended ; the latter, of the method of 
;; and localities for carrying out the co ene works, Mr. Pilbrow says he 
has no besitation in coming to the following conclusions :— 
‘| 1, That Canterbury is in a most deplorable state as regards both drainage 
‘'and water supply, and probably a worse state forso distinguished and wealthy 
‘'a city scarcely can exist. 
|| 2. That no drains or sewers now existing are fit, or are at a level proper 
, for forming any part of any proposed system of sewerage. 
| 8. That the present sewers and drains, being most of them very superficial 
|: and badly constructed, although perfectly unfit for house sewers, may be 
| ssotunel in use for the surface drainage of yards, courts, streets, and roads, 
,The rain water off such, in a small.provincial town, contains nothing that 
-~ oe harmlessly be conducted into the river, and at any point or number 
, of outlets. 
| 4. That little further need be done, as regards surface drainage, at the pre- 
|sent time, more than can be conveniently performed by and through the 
| egency of the surveyor to the local board, upon his occasional reports and 
advice. 

5. That a separate exclusive system of sewerage should be adopted, and 
that these new sewers, of all sizes, should have frequent and free ventilating- 
shafts (a principle which I had the courage and good fortune to originate 
|and introduce, though against much opposition, 16 years ago), not to and at 
| the surface of streets, but by pipes carried up high buildings, and wherever a 
free escape of gases can be obtained—into and up the chimney-shafts of fur- 
naces, such as steam-engines, boilers, breweries, &c. 

6. That inspection-shafts be conveniently situated at junctions of all the 
sewers, and that flushing-shafts, with water apparatus, be placed at the 
heads of all sub-sewers. 

7. That although parts of the district are very low and flat, even below 
the surface of the water in the mill-head, yet with proper management, and 
a well-devised scheme, there is no reason that the sewers in the worst 
drained and lowest lying localities should not be laid at a depth and fall suf- 
ficient for draining the basements and back premises of any house. 


8. That by a judiciously selected outfall, the great desideratum of a free 
outlet under any state of weather or flood may be ensured; that is to say, 
that even at the highest floods in the marshes the outlet of the sewer proper 
shall be above its reach, and therefore its action unimpaired, and all gases 
allowed to escape there, when carried over by friction of the surface of the 
sewage water, as in well laid and ventilated sewers is the case. 


9. That whatever sewage works may be first adopted, the levels and 
disposition of the outfall sewer should be such that at any future time, 
should an improved method of dealing with sewage present itself, its adoption 
should not be precluded or rendered expensive by the necessity of pumping 
apparatus on account of too low an outfall sewer. 


10. That on no account should the sewage be passed into the main, how- 
ever low down, without being first dispossessed of its fertilizing and noxious 
qualities as far as practicable. 

11. That this should be done at a convenient locality, as far removed from 
mere experiment and doubtful means or exorbitant outlay as can be devised, 
so that every expectation of an efficient sewage works, utilization of the 
sewage, and a ready disposal by sale may be realized—sufficient at least to 
| pay for the works, materials, and attendance. 


Mr. Pilbrow next proceeds to give details of his plan, which is based on 
what he terms the “‘separate’’ or “exclusive” system. The sewage is to be 
| filtered by the use of charcoal and utilized; the outlet sewer to run through 
the marshes, and terminate at a point in the river Stour, below Fordwich, 
about two miles from Canterbury ; the sewage works to be erected at a point 
| midway between these places. Mr. Pilbrow’s confidence in this scheme is 
‘based on the success which has attended his introduction of it elsewhere. 


In the matter of new water supply the engineer says: ‘* The very main- 
| Spring, if I may use the expression, of the efficient modern system of 
| drainage is an abundant and extended water supply, and not less co-extensive 
| than the area to be drained. This is really a sine qué non; without this, in 
| the fullest meaning of the words, abundant and extended, I cannot recom- 
mend a single sewer on the separate om to be laid, or any house drainage 
| attempted; but with it every house should be connected, and every cesspool 
jin the city should be abolished by =. it up with earth and quick- 
|lime.” Further on he adds, ‘A properly drained town, with water supply, 
| should bear a very close analogy to the vascular system of the animal body— 
| the water-mains the arteries, and house service capillaries conducting the 
| purer fluid for use to the lower extremities, when the (veins) sewers carry 

away the contaminated fluid or refuse to be again purified. The illustra- 
tion may be carried even further, and the water-pipe and drain are as 


| 
| 








the animal ecouomy.” Although thus strongly impressed with the necessity 
for proper water-works to accompany efficient sewage, Mr. Pilbrow is reluctant 
to recommend the Canterbury Local Board to take the matter into their own 
hands by reason of the expense that would be incurred in carrying the 
plant, &c., and affording remuneration to the existing company. 

Mr. Pilbrow estimates that the combined works of drainage and water 
supply, including the purchase of mills and water company’s property would 
cost ——e b ong yo ny si eases sequels water supply, being first 
guaran y the existing company, including sewage 
estimates at £18,000. ? ieee . ‘iquenimeneon 

The report is to be in the hands of every member of the local board for 
perusal previous to any determination being come to on the subject. 

_ There is amongst a small section of the local governing body of the city a 
disinclination to incur so large an expenditure either for water or drainage, 
but there is reason to believe that, at least, a thorough new system of 
sewerage will be determined on. 








Dr. WuitmorE’s REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE GAS SUPPLIED IN 
Sr. MARYLEBONE, IN DECEMBER, 1866:— 
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Imperial Company’s gas... .| 14°36 
Chartered Co.’s common gas, .| 12°43 
Chartered Co.’s cannel gas. . .; 20°63 
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23°53 19°65 | 32°48 | 11°35 || 











* Each observation consists of 10 readings of the photometer. | 
The illuminating power of all the gases during the month was generally | 
satisfactory: the Imperial gas gave a mean light equal to 144 candles, four | 
times it exceeded 15 candles, and on fourteen other occasions it was over 14'| 
candles. The common gas of the Chartered Company was, with one ex- || 
ception only, always above the standard. The cannel gas of the same com-. 
pany showed a mean light of something more than half a candle above the 
requirements of the Act; but three times during the month it was below it. | 
During the Christmas week and the week preceding, when the days are 
shortest, the consumption of gas is very great, and I am told that the re- 
sources of even the largest gas companies are severely tested to render the 
supply equal to the demand; at such a time it is not to be wondered at if 
occasionally the ordinary standard of illuminating power and purity is not 
strictly maintained. The above results are obtained from the gas manu- 
factured by the Imperial Company at their Fulham works, and from the’ 
common and cannel gas of the Chartered Company at their works in the 
Horseferry Road, Westminster. 


Dr. WuiTmore's REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE WATER SUPPLIED 
in St. MARYLEBONE, IN DECEMBER, 1866:— 
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| Nov., 1866.| Dec., 1866. | Nov., 1866.) Dec., 1866. 
Distilled Water . . .| 0° 0° } 0° | 0° 0° 
West Middlesex water! 20°80 20°28 | es | ew | — 
Grand Junction water} 21°52 20°96 =|) =61°3 o92 | — 
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* The loss by incineration represents the amount of organic and other volatile 
matters contained in 70,000 grains of water. j 


TuE CoRPORATION AND THE Gas QuEsTIon.— A deputation from the 
corporation of the City of London, consisting of Mr. Bontems (chairman), 
Mr. Burkitt, Mr. Medwin, Mr. F. Cox, Mr. Dresser Rogers, and Mr. Robert 
Stapleton, accompanied by Mr. Haywood (engineer) and Mr. Corrie (remem- 
brancer), had an interview with the Right Hon. Sir Stafford Northcote at the 
Home Office, on Wednesday, upon the subject of the Metropolitan Gas Act. 


Licuttnc or Moscow witH Gas.—A letter from Moscow states that 
the opening of the company’s works took place on the 8th instant, in the 
presence of the mayor of the city, assisted by the ce ee the grand 
master of police, and a large number of official dignitaries and influential | 
citizens. A most brilliant success was attained. In the meter-house, at two 
o’clock, all the great personages being assembled, the ceremony of the bene- | 
diction of the establishment oe | been completed by the Russian priests, || 
assisted by 30 choir boys, the English chaplain offered up a prayer. Subse- || 
oo a special representative of the board read an address, in English, to} 

e prince mayor. The engineer presented to his excellency the box, con- | 
taining the lighting-lamp and match-box, with which the first public lamp || 
in the Kremlin was to be lighted. The establishment was then inspected, 
and every one expressed the greatest satisfaction with it, and wonder at the | 
marvellous celerity with which the portion of the works now in o eration | 
has been carried out. The handle of the principal valve was turned by the 
mayor, and he oe oy the establishment opened. The party then ad- | 
journed to the Kremlin, the mayor inviting the engineer to accompany him | 
in his carriage,'in order to light the first public lamp. At half-past four o’ clock | 
that event took place, and was accomplished by the mayor in a most successful || 
manner. The band of 40 musicians struck up the national air and ‘‘ God save || 
the Queen,” and continued playing at intervals throughout the evening. || 
The illuminations at the Emperor’s Palace and at the sy | Chapel, at the || 
entrance to the Kremlin were afterwards lighted, and the lighting of 2011 |, 
public lamps was soon accomplished, producing a brilliant effect. Every-| 
thing passed off most satisfactorily, and large crowds of people drove through || 
the city during the evening, and were much struck with the beautiful effect | 
of the illuminations. Reaumur’s thermometer registered 20° of cold during} 
the illuminations. The mayor gave 50 roubles to the workmen. 





Tank CoMPETITION AT CANTERBURY.—The following tenders were sent 
in for excavating and building a brick tank for the Canterbury Gas Com- | 
pany, 76 feet draw and 21 feet, according to plans and specifications pre-| 
pared by Mr. G. Emmott :— 
Sherwood, Lambeth . .£1108 0 0 
Wilson, Canterburyj. . . . 1257 8 0 
Smith andCo,,Dover . . . 1494 0 0 } 
Gasken and Co., Dover . . . 1720 0 0 - 
Messrs. Anderson and Jones also sent in a tender for a brick tank, accordin 
to their own designs, for £1800; and Messrs. Drury and Bigglestone, © 








j necessary to be in combination in the town as are the arteriy and vein in 





Canterbury, one for a cast-iron tank, neither of which could be entertained. | 
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Share List of Metropolitan Gas Companies. 
¢ Amount Div. | e Amount) Div. é Amount Div 
No. #3 moe paid per | Price No. zo Name paid | per Price No. |} 28 a paid er Price 
of 25 up Cent. per of 12a or up Cent. per of 22 Pp ent per 
Shares £ Courant. per Share. [Shares| = » ComrPany. per Share. |Shares} ¢ Courant. Fo r Share. 
issued. 4% 8 are. Annum issued.| << Ss ane. laden issued.| < & Share. |Annum.| 
‘ | j i 
é| |g sds sd ¢ sa 8 | B sds ed& 3 lg £ sdk sd & 22 
8000: 9 jangio-Romene , -10 00/9 00 11tol3 4000 = | Equitable - « - 00 0010 0 0; 70 to 72 4 12000 Malta & Medit.(L.)} 5 00/3 00) 3)to4 
5000! 20 Bahia(Limited}. .|20 0 0| 40 | 16100 4000) 25 | Do.,newshares.|25 0010 0 Oj 35 to 36 | 6000 Do., preference .| 4 0 0) 7 (0 0| 400 
1000| 20 | Do., preference .|20 0 0/10 0 0! 27 100 23406) 10 |European (Lim.) ,10 0 6/10 0 0/22} vo 124] 30000) 5 |Oriental, Calcutta) 5 9 0) 8 10 0} 5} tod 
750 4 Do., do.,redeem.|10 0 0/10 0 0) 12 10 0 § 12000) 10 | Do.,newshares,| 5 00/10 00) 6 toG4§ 30000) 5| Do.,mewshares.| 1 0 J} 8 10 9 ltol 
30000 Bombay (Limited). 5 0 O/£5intr.| 43 to 4 | Boulogne, Amiens;| 10000! 5 |Ottoman (Limited)| 5 0 0 2to4 
10000 3 | Do., third issue .| 4 0 0/£€5intr.| 3] to 3 | Rouen,” Caen, 10000; 10 Part (Limited) . [10 9 6 00) 94 t09 
10000! 20 |British, Limited .|20 00/10 0 0) 27 to 29 |  Havre,& Nantes.)| } | 27000! 20 | Phenix . 20 00110 00) 22 to2 
(Norwich, wo | | 20000] 10 |Gt.Cent.Gaz Cons.10 0 0/10 0 0)12hto1S | 36001100 | Do., new. . . .|25 00] 7 10 027 to274 
| Sculosates, aniey 5000} 10 (Hong Kong (Lim.)'10 0 0 | 7to9 144000) Sk.| Do. ..... ./10000) 5 0 0| 72to74 
| [Potteries], Trow .| 26000] 50 \Imperial, old sh.|50 00/10 0 0) 65 to 66 5000) 20 RatclifT ar 20 0 0110 0 0} 25 to27 
bridge ,&Holy well.) )} 1300/100 | Do., bonds . . .| £100 |10 0 0/185 to i190 | 20 |Rio de Janeiro (L). 20 0 0/10 0 0) 21 to22 
j | 7000 25 {Imperial Austrian.|10 0 0 6959} 5 |Singapore(Lim.) .| 5 0 0/ 3 10 0 
} 12000} = |Chartered - + + (50 00/10 0 0) 28000) 50 \Impl. Continental'43 15 0/16 0 0|92to924] 2000} 5 | Do.,preference .| 5 0 6] 7 100 
' 6000 -|35 0010 00 | (Amsterdam, Berlin, | | Shanghai, . . 
10000 20 o los of London, | { | Ghent, Hanover, 4800) +4 Sth. Metropolitan 50 00/10 00} 70to 72 
A shares|20 00/10 00 | Lille, Rotterdam, | 15000; 10 |Surrey Consumers|10 0 0/10 0 0 7: to 134 | 
10000| 10 | Do., Bshares|10 0 4 00 Ass ~ tn - Ceres 10000} Do., new. . 5 00110 00) 6] to7 
8000| 10 | Do.,new shares.|10 0 0/10 0 0} eee “ee 9000 50 |United General. ||50 0 0| 4 12 0 7't0 29 
25000| 25 |City of Moscow(L)/25 0 0\£7 intr.|!83 to 183 Frankfort-on - M., | (Limerick) 
17490) 25 |Commercial -/25 0 0110 0 0) 34 to 35 Haarlem, Stolberg, | 1000€| 10 | Victoria Docks. .| 5 00,6 00 
j 2500] 20 (Continental Union.|20 9 0} 8 0 0) 14 to 15 Toulouse, & Vienna} 3000| 10 | Wandsworth § 
17500} 20} Do. ...... {15 00;8 0 0 9109} 400,100 |Impl. Mexican (L.)75 0 0! } | . oe 00 o 7 10 0/134 tol4 
10000} 20 | Do., preference .|20 0 0| 7 0 0} 8000] 40 [Independent . . .|40 0 0/10 0 0) G0 toG1 | 20000) 10 |Western (L.}A sh.|10 0 0/10 0 0/14 to 143 | 
5827| 5 |County & Gen. (L)/ 5 0 0| nil. | 3000, 10 | Do. ..... ./10 00/5 00) 7to9 | 10000 10) Do., Beshares.| 5 0 0|10 0 0) 6jto7 
2000} 5 | Do.,preference./ 5 00) nil. | 3000, 20| Do. .... . ./12 10 0) 7 10 0) 13 to24 | 10000) 10 a Cshares.| 3 00/10 00 if to 5 
| aa ge my 7133, 50 |London ... . .|50 00/10°0 0 59 to 61 | 20000) 10 D shares.| 1 0 0)10 0 0} 14 to2 
Northfeet, Wal. | 5610) 25 | Do., Ist pref, .|25 00] 6 00} 25t027 | 8000) 5 |M eat "Ham, -|5 00/7100) 6100 
j | | ,& Wa | | 503, 50 Do., 2nd pref, .|50 00/6 00) 6000} 5 | Do.,newshares.| 3 @0| 7100} 3180 
| 5000) 10 Crystal Pal. "Dist. 10 0 0/10 0 0) 14tol5 214, 50 | Do., 3rd pref. .50 00/6 00) 551) 10 | WestLondon Junc- 
|} 5000 10/| Do. apres 110 0 0) 6 6 0 012} to1l3 [18781/ hi: Ist pref.sk 6 00 tion (Lim.). ./10 00/6 00 
| 10000; 10} Do ....../ 2100/7 00) 24to3 118287 Do., 2nd pref, sk 5 00 520} 10 | Do., preference .|10 0 0| 6 00 
CASTINGS.—Per Ton. GAS COALS.—Per Ton. | FREIGHTS. 
Average Weight of Cast-iron Gas-pipes, per Yard. | Neweastle—Unsereened:— Chatham ao a eg 6s. 3d 
ee ———————______ East Castle, Haswells, Nettlesworth OTK oc srcccccccccccsvessesens +98. to 1 
Ij in, |] 2in, | 2} in. | Sin | 4in. | Sin. | 6in. | 7in. | 8 in. l9 - [10 in. |12 in. |  primrose,and South Pelaw ..... 78.64. wn Folkestne, ‘ERamsgte scocee ooo FO 
ie | 3] | 2 | 33 | 51 | 70 | 89 | 107 | 126 | i |_177_ | 2081» | DE cinncnevnne srereseereeek@e, to 10 6 
_ | Felling, North Pelton, Redheugh Exeter Quay . eocccsce ° 0 
| | | Yorkshire | ‘eta, bet A i ees West —_ ne weSrseecese : : 
| “4 ear, and Whitwe' rimrose .,. ndon rom Ps a) weecce 
ee -s 10 percent. | rongon. | Glasgow. Newcastle] Wales. — London (POO]) ..ss+seceee-teereteeeee 6 9 
j | | | | Staffordshire | Burnhope, Craghead, Charlaw, Der Lowestoft and Yarmouth .-..-....... 5 3 
“ went, —— ee ag Plymouth s-sverveeeeereesecidh 64-4 . A 4 
Me | Hartlepool  Pelaw, olmside, Hymouth .....sceeceeeee+ +0108 r) 
; \ i¢ 5 sit 1s eis 3 . ry 0 ¢ ¢ 10 ¢ | Lambton’s Gas, Lanchester Pe- Shoreham ee . 8 0 
y 7100/6 0 O16 15 016 18 0| 7 10 0 law, Medomsley, sete, New Whitstable. . 66 
| 17 00/6 00,6 & 0/6 100] 7 oo | Pelaw, Pelaw Main, Ravens Weymouth .. "7 
, 4 and 5-inch ditto ............0.-616 10 0/5 10 0'5 15 0/6 0 0! 6 100 worth, South Moor Pelton, South Foreign.—Per Keel :— 
6 inches and upwards ditto........;6 5 0/5 00.5 10 0/5 15 0| 6 8 9 | Leverson, Townley Main, Tyne me , . £21 0 
Retorts, Ist fusion, hot blast.......|6 0 0|  — |& 8 0/5 10 0| 6 00 | Main, West Pelaw, Wearmouth ee ner? ae 
Ditto, 2nd ditto, cold ditto........./7 0 0/5 15 0!5 15 0/6 0 0| 7 0 9 | Hutton,and Witton......-+... 8 0 Bordeaas i ssiciceveeessee 80 
Tank-plates, § thick and abover..-, 610 0'5 10 0,5 10 0/5 165 0 6 6 0 | Peareth, Ravensworth Pelaw, Wal- Cadiz oo OD 
| dridge, West Garesfield, and West 
4 BSR peccscccccccccccccecooecce 8 8 
° Brancepeth, Dean’s Primrose, New 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, | Pelton, Pelton, South Peareth, 
Subject to 50 per cent. Discount. | Stella, Urpeth, Washington Hut- 
ton, and West Leverson.......... 8 6 
| | | / Ramsay's Newcastle Cannel,........ 20 0 
sin. [ tain, jin. | lin. | Qin. | din. | Wigan Cannel (at Liverpool),....... 17 0 
Patent Welded Tubes from 2 to 12feet—| s. d. TS rr tre + 
UE ccnseont cease x 1 E Oo] 1 55155 | © a | Scotch Cannel — 
Ditto ditto, from 6 inches to 18 inches— Boghead (at Leith)......0--00+ 55 0 
each...... sesssseeeeee] 3 0 | 20119! 12 8 | 1.0] 0.9 | Kirkness, best (at Burntisland)..... 28 6 SUNDRIES. 
Connecting-pieces, or Long Screws......| 3 6 | 23 ]/20)/16/12] on | Gapeldrac, 1st quality (at ditto)..... 28 6 | Best Netle.Fire-bks.,p. 1000, £2 10s.to £2 15 0 
Bends,Springs,and Elbows(wroughtiron)! 3 9 23 | 10 010 08s | Cowdenbeath 1 © | Cliff's Fire-bks. (at Wortley), p.1000. 2180 
Tees, wrought OF CaSt....seese-csecseses| 4 0 26 20 1 6 11 016 | Ditto, 2nd ditto (at ditto). 18 6 Ingham’s ditto (at Wortley),p.1000.. 2150 
Crosses, ditto .....sseccccccesces |; 4 6 3 0 26 20 1 6 12 29 © | Fire-clay Retorts, p. ft. run, 5s.6d.to 0 70 
Tron Cock ...seecccsececeseeces 76¢ise6 7 6 46 38 26 } 30 © | Tough Cake Copper, p. ton.......+.. 89 00 
Ditto, with brass plug......0..++-++ 8 ¢@ |16 0/13 o 7 0 5 6 46 | 27 6 | English Pig Lead, p. ton ....++..+0+0 20 00 
Diminishing Sockets, Caps, Plugs, ‘and| | | 20 0 | Welsh Bar Iron (in London), p.ton.. 6 76 
Nipples ;}1S/o9}/08;/06};08]04 23 0 21 17 & 
Plain Sockets. .... J110/os;/o7i/ostoelos | 15 0 - 99 00 
Syphons,2-quart...scccesssessererseeeee| 15 O [14 0 | 13 6 18 0 | 12 0 = E 28 0 89 4 
! 6 

























































































(ESTABLISHED 1827,) 


WET AND DRY 


WILLIAM & BENJAMIN COWAN, 


BUCCLEUCH STREET WORKS, EDINBURGH. 


GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 





E. J. 


& J. PEARSON, 


DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 


BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
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NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 


WALKERS’ GAS-VALVES. 


CO. & W. WALKER 


Desire to inform all Gas Companies and Engineers that they have 


REMOVED THEIR LONDON OFFICE AND GAS-VALVE WORKS 











MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, 
DONNINGTON, 


NEAR NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE, 


Where ‘they have recently built a 


NEW MANUFACTORY, 
FITTED WITH MODERN MACHINERY OF THE MOST IMPROVED DESCRIPTION 


Expressly for the 


MANUFACTURE OF GAS-VALVES OF EVERY KIND. 


Engineers may rely in future not only on having the very highest class of Gas-Valves, but also on having their wants supplied 
with greater promptitude and despatch. 





ALL LETTERS TO BE ADDRESSED, 


MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, DONNINGTON, NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE. 
ECONOMY IN GAS PURIFICATION. 


Me DOUGALL’S 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON. 


This Oxide is now well known, and has commended itself for efficiency and durability. It is free from any mixture of sawdust 
or similar material, and every particle is available for use. It readily takes up sulphur, revivifies rapidly, and lasts longer than 
any other Oxide in the market. Prices on application to— 


ALEX. Mc DOUGALL, Manufacturing Chemist, 
LONDON—1l1, Arthur Street West, London Bridge, E.C.; MANCHESTER—Riga Street, Shudehill. 




















GEORGE GLOVER & CO’S | 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS. 


The advantages of these Meters are best appreciated by a consideration of the evils they avert. The more prominent of these evil 
are the following :— 

1. Inaccurate measurement, and varying registration. 

2. Jumping of the lights, and their sudden extinction. 

3. Escapes of gas through the plugs being left out, or 
imperfectly secured, when the Wet Meter has been 
replenished with water. 

4, The gas passing without being registered at all. 

5. The temptations and facilities to fraud which it is 
notorious the Wet Meter presents, 

These faults, characteristic of the Wet Meter, and fruitful in annoyance, interruption to business, pecuniary loss, and danger, are en- 
tirely averted by the use of George Glover and Co.’s Patent Dry Gas-Meter. 

tt is, besides, more durable than the Wet Meter; and they maintain it in good working order for five years, free of cost to the purchaser; 
and for any number of years, at half the expense at which the Wet Meter can be maintained. 

As regards accurate measurement, correct registration, the absence of temptation to fraud, safety, convenience, and economy, the 
superiority of their Dry Meter is admitted; and it has come more rapidly into use, both in this country and abroad, than any Meter 
hitherto manufactured. ; 

The prices may be compared favourably with those of any meters in the market; and they are lower than most. 


List of Prices, and all Particulars, may be obtained on Application. 





6. The damage to house property which the imprac-| 
ticable attempt to keep the lights from jumping, , 
by giving all the pipes a gradual ascent from the | 
Meter, so as to admit of the water trickling back 
into it, necessarily occasions. | 

7. The waste of gas from the higher pressure required 
te work Wet Meters, the possibility of the water 
freezing, and their axles and moving parts be- 
coming corroded. 











RANELAGH WORKS, RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, LONDON, S.W.; 


127, BOULEVARD DE MAGENTA, PARIS; AND 15, MARKET STREET, MANCHESTER. 
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PATENT ECONOMIZERS, 











Union Beonomizer, Bat’s-wing Economizer, 
1-10th real-size of Flame. 1-10th real size of Flame. 
large, well-shaped, steady flame. The aperture never wears out, thus attaining uniformity of 
Seoomptions ee Atom Sy t, freedom from roaring, flickering, or waste of Gas, and no smell 
of sulphur. ‘gives more light a triple-branch ordinary burner. 


At the Expense of not quite One Penny for full five hours, a most cheer- 
ful light is obtaimed, surpassing the illuminating power of Twelve best 


WANTED by a young Man, a 
a Situation as +a whe Layer, and Service 
references. Country preferred. 


Layer. Unexce 
A andsworth 


Address A., 7, Brewers Buildings, 
Road, CLAPHAM. 


WANTED, by a young Man, 26 
years of age, a Situation as MANAGER of 
Gas-Works. Has been in his presemt situation 10 
years, in go: main and servise laying, meter 
iring, &c. The highest referenceean be given. 
Applyto B. D., care of Mr. King, Il, Bolt Court, 
Fixer Srreer, £.C. 








, by the New Romney 
Gas Company, a MAN who understands 
making of gas,and can take the entire management 
of a.small work, and is a tolerably good fitter. 
pony to Mr. Taos. Buss, Managing Director, New 
OMNEY. 








Sperm Wax Lights. . 
The combustion is perfect; there is no escape of carbonic acid, carbon (or Soot), to discolour the 
|| ceiling, or injure the furniture. 2 
All sizeskeptiin stock, suitable"for cannel, mixed, and common gas, plug or taper screwed, to take 
the place of amy old burner. 


TESTIMONIAL. 
Gaslight w’s Office, Ayr, Jan. 4, 1867. 

Gentlemen;—I have much pleasure in certifying that I consider the “ izer” the most perfect Gas- 
Burner hitherto offered to the public for illuminating purposes. ; : 

From photometric e its with equal volumes of gas, the intensity of the light obtained by it is nearly 
20 per cent. than that from the ordinary metallic burner in general use, and —_ it be subjected to a 
pressure of 3°5 inches head of water, the PERFECT FORM of flame is etill maintained, which is steady, noiseless, 
and without smoke or smell—in short, the “ E izer” completely every objection to the free use of 
gas in any apartment, and I would advise every manager who desires to stand well with the consumers of his gas 
to lose no time in introducing it to them as I have done. 

NotEe.—WNos. 4, 3, and 2 will be found the best sizes for gas from 22 candles upwards, and the higher number 
for inferior gases. I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Messrs. Lambert Brothers. JamEs Hislop, Manager, Ayr Gas Company, Ayr. 


LAMBERT BROTHERS, Tube Mills, Gas-Fitting Manufactory, 
WALSALL. 
Agents supplied with Show-Cards and Tables of Consumption. 


WALKERS’ 
PORTABLE STEAM BOILERS, 


On WHEELS. Constructed expressly for Gas-Works, for cleansing the pipes and ap tus of accumulations 
of Naphthaline, Congealed Tar, &c.; Thawing Gasholder Tanks, and el Water Lutes of Telescopic 
Gasholders, Working Steam Engines, &e. They are used in London at the 
IMPERIAL GAS-WORKS, EQUITABLE GAS-WORKS, 
COMMERCIAL i SOUTH METROPOLITAN. 














— 





LONDON ae 
ALSO AT 

DUBLIN, WHITBY, YSTADT, 
HULL (Old Gas-Works), THIRSK, NORRKOPING, 
HULL (British), BRISTOL, CAEN, 
BIRMINGHAM, BRADFORD, CREUTZNACH, 
WORCESTER, KEYNSHAM, SAUMUR, 
YARMOUTH, COCKERMOUTH, LEGHORN, 
CHELTENHAM, MUSSELBURGH, } LEYDEN, 
LINCOLN, KELSO, DORDRECHT, 
SUNDERLAND, COPENHAGEN, UTRECHT. 
PETERBOROUGH, STOCKHOLM, ALTONA, 
FOLKSTONE, BERLIN, SEVILLE, 
ROCHESTER, AMSTERDAM, ROME, 
SCARBOROUGH, 

No Gas Company should be without One, the entire cost being often Saved in 

One Winter. 





MIDLAND GASHOLDER AND BOILER WORKS, 
DONNINGTON, NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE. 


DR. NORMANDY’S 
PATENT PIPE-JOINTS 











SOLE eneediedaen.- 
A, NORMANDY and CO0., Engineers and Ironfounders, 


HOLLY BUSH PLACE, BETHNAL GREEN ROAD, LONDON, NE. 


Also Sole Manufacturers of the Patent Marine Aérated Fresh-Water Apparatus, Steam Pump® 
Steam Winches, &c. 

These Joints have been in use nearly three years on gas-mains, and are still perfectly sound. They 
have also been proved quite sound under a pressure of 680 feet head of water. 


securely fixing them. 


sound ; they are cheaper than the socket-joint, as they save the lead, the gasket, the iron forming the 
socket (which in a 3-inch main amounts to 10 Ibs.), and the fire for melting the lead. There is also 
considerable mine of time, more than four Joints being made in the time required for making only one 
of the others, and by unscrewing the bolts, a pipe can be removed and repl 

By means of these Joints, which are made of all sizes, pipes made of either wrought or cast iron 
Copper, lead, tin, earthenware, glass, bitumen, gutta-percha, suction-hose, &c., may be rapidly and 








soundly united, and taken apart with facility. 


-_ 


The advantages which these Joints offer are economy, perfect soundness and durability, ease | 
and rapidity of application, use of perfectly plain pipes, so that a tight Joint may be made with | 
cut pipes, even though the ends do not come close together. Any ordinary labourer is capable of | 


| 
These Joints are particularly applicable to gas, water, and suction pipes, and remain permanently | 


with the greatest facility. | 








TO FOREIGN GAS COMPANIES. 


A GENTLEMAN who has been for 


some time in a Gas Compamy’s Office, and 
possesses a fair knowledge of Freneh, is desirous of 
abroad. 


proceedin 
‘Address E. H. N., Deacon’s News Rooms, 154, 
Leadenhall Street, Crrr. 


GENTLEMAN who has had con- 
siderable experience im the designing, erecting, 
and managing of Gas-Works, at home and abroad, 
desires to obtain another engagement as MANAGER 
or ACCOUNTANT toa Gas Company or Corporation. 
Has first-class testimonials, and cam give security if 





adress D. W., care of Mr: King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Figet Srreet, E.C. 





MANAGER OF GAS OR WATER WORKS. 
N En of great experience in 
designing, erecting, and management of Gas 
and Water Works,and who is accustomed to accounts, 
is desirous of obtaining an APPOINTMENT. 
The highest testi ials and ref will be given 
on application to ENGtnegR, 6, Paxton Villas, Lower 
SYDENHAM. 





ASSISTANT MANAGER or Super- 
INTENDENT INSPECTOR in London or the 
— y- The : i i 
ce, is open to an 
Address A. B., care of 
Street, WesTMINSTER. 





» having had many years ex- 
nt. 
. Bartlett,5, Great Queen 





TO WATER-WORKS COMPANIES. 
[HE Advertiser, who has had twenty 


years experience with Water-Works, and who 
fully conversant with water-rates, ——s book- 
keeping, &c., is open to an engagement. Can have 
first-class testimonials and good securities. 
Address Mr. JoHN Rosinson, 16, Regent Street, 
LEICESTER. 





GAS-WORKS, WAKEFIELD. 


WANTED, by the Wakefield Gas- 
light Company, a person as MANAGER, who 
thoroughly understands the manufacture of gas, the 
setting and working of clay retorts, laying mains, 
erection of new works, and the general business of a 
Gas-Work. Salary £150, with residence, gas, and 
coals. 

Applications, addressed to the “Chairman of the 
Directors, Gas Office, Wakefield,” to be sent in on or 
before the 25th of January instant. 

By order, 
JOHN WHITAKER, Secretary. 

Wakefield, Jan. 8, 1867. 


ANTED, a Situation as Manager 


of a country Gas-Work. Is quite capable of 
taking the entire management. Also a thorough 
| knowledge of laying mains and services, and fitting 
| houses, &c. Good references. 
| Address B. A., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
| Freer Street, E.C. 


\TENDERS are Wanted by the 
| Directors of the Aldershot Gas and Water Com- 
| pany, for the PURCHASE of the almost new manu- 
| facturing plant of a small Gas-Work, capable of 
| making 3,000,000 feet annually. 

| A preference will be given to any one taking the 
| whole, which can be seen by applying at the Office, 
Bank Street, ALDERSHOT. 














TO GAS COMPANIES & CONTRACTORS. 


For SALE, 4 Purifiers, 9 ft. square 


by 2ft. deep, with hydraulic centre-valve, by-pass 

| valves, and 6-in. connexions, vertical condensers, with 
by-pass, scrubber, and washer; also a GOVERNOR, 
The whole of the above are being removed to make 
room for larger apparatus, rendered necessary by the 
rapidly increasing business of the Company. 

For further particulars, apply to Mr. A. C. Fraser, 
Manager, Gas- Works, Colchester. 

Gas Company’s Office, Colchester, 

Dec. 8, 1866. 


OR SALE.—Nine New Cast-Iron 
D RETORTS, each 8 ft. long; a large number 
| of RETORT-HOUSE CONNEXIONS, 3, 4, and 
| 5in.; and a large number of Wrought-Iron LAMP- 
| BRACKETS and STAYS. 
Particulars can be had on application to the Cork 
} Consumers Company, Limited, 72, South Mall, 
ORK. 
Jan. 4, 1867, 
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gasHotpeR | C. & W. WALKER, fj MAKERS, , 
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MIDLAND TRON- WORKS, DONNINGTON, NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE. 
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OR SALE, at the Folkestone Gas- 
Works, the undermentioned APPARATUS, 

which is thrown out of use by the erection of new 

works :— 

59 15-in. Round Mouthpieces and + 

70 bt gan re Lids, and 54 Cross-Bars and Screws. 

59 5-in. and 4-in. Ascension-Pipes, and about 65 


To Gas Companies, Gas En- 
gineers, Gas Fitters, &c. 


THE 


NEWEST DESIGNS 


LAMP-POSTS, DWARF GAS PILLARS, 
BRACKETS, 
LAMPS, LANTERNS, &c., 


Will, upon receipt of particulars, be forwarded free, on appli- 
cation to 


TURNER & ALLEN, 


IRONFOUNDERS, ENGINEERS, Xec., 
1 3-in. do. do. “ Vicary,” thaker). 201, UPPER THAMES STREET. 
1 Walker 5-in, Station-Valve complete. 


§ Sin. Hash and Pinion Valves, WALTER FORD, 


Persons desirous of treating for the whole or any 


~Pipes. 
36 ft. of 15-in, © Hydraulic Main (wrought iron), and 
41 ft. of 14-in. Round Hydraulic Main (cast iron), 
with dips. 
30-ft. run of 10-in. Hydraulic Main in six lengths. 
About 30 Buckstaves, wrought and cast iron, with 
tie rods. 
1 5-in. Condenser, 9 Pipes, Long Box, and By-Pass 
complete, fitted with 3 of Bryan Donkin’s valves. 
1 4-in Condenser complete. 
1 Scrubber (cast iron), 9ft. high and 6ft. 6in. dia- 
meter, with 5-in. connexions, by-pass, and 3 valves. 
2 Purifiers, each 12ft. long, 7 ft: wide, and 3fr. 6in. 
deep, fitted with lids, crane, and iron sieves complete; 
and 5-in. Connexions, with 7 5-in. valves. 
1 Gasholder, 35 ft. in diameter, 12 ft. deep, with 6 cast- 
iron guide-columns, girders, and carriages complete. 
1 4-in. Governor complete * Wright, ” maker). 
1 3-in. de. do. “Crosly,” maker). 














ortion of the above are requested to apply to Mr. W. ’ 
Mupmussr, Jun., Secretary to the rf Company. 159 ’ GRAY'’S INN ROA D, LONDON. 
FOLKESTONE. MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 





GOVERNORS, &c. &e. 
T° BE SOLD, a Wrought-Iron An- | Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 











| NULAR CONDENSER, a W ROUGHT-IRON any required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 
SCRUBBER, with three shelves, both 10 feet hig! Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 
aa 4 renpehoway = jae by 4, » by Sit. ng STATION: secant: — 
ER, to pass 2000 per hour, complete, with 5-inch 
wai, teciabenn ait comet. ' JOSEPH BOULTON, 
Also a SIX-INCH GOVERNOR, with by-pass, and 80, KING’S CROSS ROAD, And 
ee TAR TANK, 7 ft. by 103, GREAT PERCY STREET, CLERKENWELL. 
The whole erected last year, and have been in use | Manufacturer of the Patent Dry and Improved Unvarying Water-Line Gas-Meters and Station-Meters, 
ee) = ams eee hundred yards of 6, Governors, Experimental Meters, and Pressure Gauges, on the most improved principle. 
“Apply at the Aldershot Gas and Water Company’s | Old Meters thoroughly repaired, and altered to meet the requirements of the Act of Parliament, 
Office, Bank Street, ALDERSHOT. } ALL METERS WARRANTED. 








deep inside, together with hydraulic centre-valve for 


OR § Tron | 
Dry-Line PURIFIER Of sqeare and Sf : WOLVERHAMPTON RETORT WORKS. 
iA ota taae wit lineg se, “res eer JOHN EUNSON AND SON, 


Aleo a 30,000 feet per hour BEALE’S EXHAUSTER, | GAS ENGINEERS, AND MANUFACTURERS OF CLAY RETORTS, 
AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, 


WOLVERHAMPTON. 


with 8-in. Walkers’ valves. 
A 12-in. PARKINSON’S STATION-GOVERNOR. 
Allin excellent order, and sold in consequence of 


pplication to be made to the MANAGER of the 








| 
=~ being substituted. | 
| Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description of Wrought-Iron Work. 


selecster Gas- Works. 
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ee 
Y GAS-RETORTS, &c., CANNEL 
oo AND STEAM COALS. 


were first made), 


dred Gas-Works whom he supplies. 
ne Wreuam Fraser ships 





List, at 8s. 6d. per ton. 


ILLIAM FRASER, Inverkeithing 
(owner of the Works at which Fire-clay Retorts 

having — enlarged his works, can 

d other fire-clay goods to any extent. 

wey eens a be given to managers of above a | 


Rigel nee wie i 
t Charlestown and Burntisland at lls. 
ey ery HALBEATH STEAM COALS, on Navy 





JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


CITY ROAD, LONDON, 








Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes, 


& 


ate attention. 
CHARLES HorRsLey, Agent. 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 


Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies ana the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINCS 
in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 

Bends, 
Branches, and Syphons of ali sizes, Lamp Columns, 


oy SCC 
N.B._Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 





FRASER’S PATENT RETORTS. 


tinue to give satisfaction. 


Plain Retorts. 


Mr. A. C. FRASER, Engineer to the 
COLCHESTER. 


[HE RIBBED IRON RETORTS 


have now been in use about three years, and con- 


The PATENT CLAY RETORTS will work off the 
gas from the coal in less time, and carbon does ‘not 
form in them so freely, nor adhere so firmly, as to 


Further particulars and prices on application to 
as Company, 





XIDE OF 


We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRE, 


satisfaction. 
FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 


IRON, 


Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 
extensive Gas Companies, and which has given entire 


| Trade Mark. 





THE MEDAL FOR 1862, 
Tae ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awarpep 
ror TUBES anp FITTINGS. 


TUBE-WORKS, 


& 


CROWN 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. 
Warenovuse—81, UPPER GROUND S8T., LONDON, 


| 
| JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 





R. G, W.STEVENSON, C.E., F.G.S., 


(for the last 10 years Engineer to the Corpora- 
tion of Halifax), may be consulted upon all matters 
connected with the construction of gas-works, and the 
manufacture and supply of gas; also upon the con- 
struction of water-works and the supply of water to 
towns; and also in respect to the sewerage of towns, 
and sanitary works generally. 

OFrFice: 14, Park Street, WESTMINSTER. 





LFRED PENNY, Gas and 


CONSULTING ENGINEER, 





WENLocK IRON WorKS, 
21, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorte and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 
81, BANKSIDE, LONDON, S.E. 


Socket, Franek, Hot-WaTeR Pipgs, AND ALL 
ConNEXIONS; RetToRTs, HYDRAULIC Main, Lamp- 
CoLumns, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CAST- 
INGS AND WrovuGHT-IRON-WoRK For GAS AND 
WATER-WoORKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 








1862. CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 


For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 








INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 


ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, . 


THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


BIiktLeEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 
Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 

Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 

nexions of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 

Bankside, Southwark. 

ean in London, Mr. E, M. Perk 8,78, Lombard 
reet. 





THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 


&e. &e. 
SCOTSWOOD FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON Quay, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 





Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every 
| 


description of Fire-Clay Goods. 


ARRIS and PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
PIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTB FigE CLAY AND BRicKk Works, 
STOURBRIDGE, 
Late in the occupation of I. and W’. King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 
NB A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches. 
D’s, 1612, 1514, 2016, 1618. 


ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from 4 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards, 








Also, 

HORSE SINGEING APPARATUS, best make, with 
Gas-Burners, ComsBs, and INDIA-RUBBER TUBING, 
all complete. 

INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-Marns. 

WASHERS for Gas and STEAM JOINTS. 

VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for SrzaM-ENGINES. 

PACKING (Elastic) for SrzaM-ENGINES. 

FLANGE TUBING, for excluding 


Draughts and Dust through KY 
Winvows, Doors, and Giass rd 
Caszs, a 


Section, 
Illustrated Price Lists on application. 


JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 
GOSWELL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD 








LONDON, E.C, 








| Gas - Meter 


BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 


PR KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very sur ¢ quality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 

Communications, addresssed to J. Sua@ and Co., 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 


Manufacturer, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE, 
EDINBURGH. 


FREDERICK RICHARDS, 
CONSULTING AND GENERAL ENGINEER. 
WILMSLOW, CHESHIRE. 


Plans, Specifications, and Estimates made for New 
or the Alteration of existing Gas-Works. 
Gas-Works leased, or Estimates given for the Ma- 
nufacture of Gas per Contract for a term of years. 
Manchester Office: 8, Cateaton Street. 


BEST AND HOBSON, 
LATE 
ROBERT BEST, 
100, CHARLOTTE STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
Manufacturers of 
CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, 
Brass and Iron Gas-Fittings, Steam and Water-Cock 
&e., &e. 


Also, 
PATENT WELDED IRON TUBES, 
For Gas, Steam, Water, and other purposes. 
GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
High-pressure Water-Valves and Cocks, &c., &c. 
Plumbers Brassfoundry, 
Brass, CopreR, COMPOSITION, AND LEAD TUBES. 











D. GRANT & CO., 
GAS=METER MANUFACTURERS. 


STATION-METERS ANY SIZE, 
PHOTOMETERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, 
PRESSURE-GAUGES, &c. 
Price List on application. 
GAS-METER WORKS, CROSSCAUSEWAY, 
EDINBURGH. 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


E. BAKER & CO., 
24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W. 








FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 
of al! dimensions. 

GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns. 

ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS. 

GRATE BACKS in various designs. 

Contracts entered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 
naces, &c, 

Shipments on the shortest notice. 


J Ames NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, §8.E., 


Drrét for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIKE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
Pp CARPENTER’S Improved Wood 
. 


SIEVES for Gas-Purifiers. 
Works: 14, John Street, Pentonville Road, Lonpon, N. 











The above sieves are used by the principal gas com- 
panies in London and the country. ‘Their utility, 
durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
perior to all others. 

Testimonials from gas engineers who have tested 
their qualities forwarded on application. 

All orders. punctually attended to, and estimates 
given if required. 


ATHELS'’S Patent Four-Way Disc 
GAS-VALVES, applied to Purifiers, Gasholders, 

or other apparatus, save from ONE-HALF to TWwo- 
THIRDS the number of ordinary Valves and Connexions. 
They are simple, strong, and dura>le; and having no 











ground faces or rubbing surfaces, cannot get set fast 
however long they may remain unmoved. The direc- 
= in which the Gas is passing can also be seen at a 
glance. 

Descriptive Circular, Prices, &c., furnished on ape 
plication to the Manufacturers, Messrs. Gurst and 
CuRimEs, ROTHERHAM. 


J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 
GAS ENGINEERS, 
MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE el LINCOLN, 
a 





JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 


GAMUEL CUTLER, Gasholder 
MAKER and CONTRACTOR 
For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 
and Alteration of Works and every description of 
Gas APPARATUS, 
PROVIDENCE IRON Works, 
MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E. 
Main Laying and Gas-Works erected complete. 


JAMES M‘KELVIE, 


CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 
HAYMARKET, 
EDINBURGH. 








Established 1840. 


——»—- 


WALTER MABON & CO., 
Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 

FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 
PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 


WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDERS. 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 





Works: Birmiagham, and Great Bridge, Staffordshire. 





FURNISHED. 


























Ly 
——__ 


58 THE JOURWAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, {Jan. 22, 1867, 








GAS AND WATER PIPES. 
CLARIDGE, NORTH, & C0., 


Bins Town. 


IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 
FOR TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e. 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


Ww. C. HOLMES & CO, 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 


WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— 
Puans, Specirications, and Prices of GAS APPARATUS; 
Pans, Specirications, and Estimarxs of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 
Pians of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS ;s 
Pans of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 


LONDON OFFICES—56, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
*,* Please address letters to the Works at Huddersfield. 


NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 




















VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, 





THE BUSINESS OF 


WILLIAM SUGG, 


GAS ENGINEER, 














is removed to his New Factory, 





REGENT STREET, WESTMINSTER. | 








WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 


Near 





W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 

beg to iy especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRAC ont the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 

The Svorks are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 

Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & co.— 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &rc., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Zaport orders continue to have prompt attention. } 


KING BROTHERS, 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 





44&AD on x MOU TH PIECE 











DGF: 
G BROTHERS ially to caf the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, whicr are made from the celebrated STOURBED 
eIRE-CLA Y. Mr. Ki ion be Polented & Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus renderi then FE — 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IK FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURF AC E is obti , 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 

Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. 





i 
—— 





Every Retort and Brick is branded “‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.’ F 
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TS 
NOTICE OF REMOVAL. ' 
NEW CITY SHOW-ROOMS AND MANUFACTORY, 147, HOUNDSDITCH. 
TO GAS COMPANIES & THE TRADE. a Crystal. J. DEFRIES & SONS 
— , x fey Beg most — » oro Companies and 
y’ e Trade eir 
J, DEFRIES & SONS, .# % NEW CITY SHOW-ROOMS 





GAS ENGINEERS, 
AND MANUFACTURERS OF 

CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU 

CHANDELIERS; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR 

SUN LIGHTS; ecg | yi ea 
VESTIBULES, ‘Seed be 

ame ah 


AND a 
UyTMIMHA MIR 


EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS-FITTINGS. 


WORKS: j(\. = beeps j WORKS: 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, & PARIS. / LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, & PARIS. 


Are now yr with every description of Lighti 
Mediums, including Registered Designs of Mediav: 
Gas-Fittings, Crystal, ean Ormolu, and Electro- 
Plated Chandeliers, Brackets, Vestibule - Lights, 
Bronzed and Gilt Statuettes. 

Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance 
with architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished 
for the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music- 
Halls, and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 


GAS MOONS of the Newest Designs. 
THE PATENT GAS-REGULATOR & PURIFIER 
Reduced to 6s. 6d. per Dozen. 

Patiern Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and 
Ormolu Chandeliers for 1866-67, are now complete. 














ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with -many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRU OBERS. 


































SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 
JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, S8.E. 


GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER. 
OFFICES REMOVED TO 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, CHARING CROSS. 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the manufacture of Gas and the construction 


f Works. 
’ PATENTEE & MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 


RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 

STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 

FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 

STATION GOVERNORS in which the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accidents. 
A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letter-press on the construction of Works, 
post free, 2s. 6d. 
“ The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his pamphlet refers.” —Anrtizan. 























—_— 





CLIFFS PATENT 


Established if es 1700, 





THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 
FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES, 
Lonpon AGENT: 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Croes 
Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 















Drain- Pipes. 
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THE 


GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 


A. ANGUS CROLL, C.E., Chairman. 
GEORGE RAIT, Mawnacine Director. T. G. BARLOW, C.E., Consutting ENGINEER. 


CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 








manufactured by Mr. CROLL,) 
Obtained PRIZE MEDALS at the EXHIBITIONS of London, 1851, of New York, 1853, and Paris, 1855. 


IMPROVED in 1858, 
And was awarded at the INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 1862, the PRIZE MEDAL for 


“GOOD CONSTRUCTION and SOUND WORKMANSHIP,” 


Now manufactured by the GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON;; and, for the 
purpose of obtaining greater accuracy in all its parts, the most perfect machinery has been adopted, ‘‘ By which the construction 
of the Meter is much simplified, while its liability to get out of order is diminished.” (See report of T. G. Bartow, Esq., C.E.) 





ALEXANDER WRIGHT & COQ., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WET METEBS, 
COMPENSATING WET METERS, 


AND 


IMPROVED DRY METERS 


of the very highest excellence. » 





STREET-LAMP REGULATOR S&S. 
TESTING APPARATUS 


of the most perfect description for all purposes relating to Gas. 


KEELING’S PATENT STATION-GOVERNOR REGULATOR. 
55 and 55a, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, 8.W., and COPENHAGEN. 





STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS.) 








RK LAITDLAW & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS 
Alliance Foundry, 147, East Milton Street, and Barrowfield Iron-Works, 


GLASGOW; 
anp at SIMON SQUARE, EDINBURGH; 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


STATION & CONSUMERS METERS, ALL SIZES; 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, ron GAS, WATER, & STEAM; CAST-IRON RETORTS & PIPES, 
HYDRAULIC MAINS, CONDENSERS, WASHERS, SCRUBBERS, PURIFIERS, & TANKS. 

GASHOLDERS; 
GOVERNORS, SLIDE-VALVES, &.; 
WROUGHT & CAST IRON ROOFS & HOUSES. 





Contractors for Gas- Works of any Magmtude. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 
LONDON ESTABLISHMENT—190, STRAND. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 
LOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
DD HULETT'S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 








=—=—= 


(nvented and Patented in 1844, since which time 200,000 of these Meters have been| 











Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 
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Llect Street, in the City of Lordon.—Tucsday, January 22, 1867. 
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